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CHRIST . . . and the size of our bank bal ance
( EPHESI ANS 1-3)

Paul would have made an excel | ent bank manager ! He
possessed an expert knowl edge of sound investnments. There
are great financiers who, in spite of increasing wealth, are too
poor to purchase a nonent of happiness; there are ordinary
| aborers who possess the heavens. Walth is a pecul i ar
thing: sonetines in filling the hand it enpties the heart.
Paul 's exposition of eternal wealth falls into four sections,
but the connecting link is Christ.

I n Whom we have redenption-1:7

It nust be renmenbered that in ancient tinmes redenpti on
was sonething vitally linked with slavery. If a nman were
beset by adverse circunstances, he could sell hinself and
become a slave. A friend mght endeavor to obt ai n hi s
rel ease, but if the slave owner insisted, the nan remained
in bondage. The only exception to this rule was nade in
the case of a kinsman (Lev. 25:48). Any person belonging
to the slave's family could pay the redenption noney and
demand the |I|iberation of the wunfortunate kinsman. Paul saw
in the bondage of sin a slavery destined to chain the sou
for ever. Then the Son of God becanme bone of our bone
and flesh of our flesh. Through the niracle of Bethlehem
Christ becane our kinsman; through t he triunph of t he
Cross the debt was paid. In Hm we have redenpti on-we
go out free

In Whom we have an inheritance-I : 11

Here we have progression in Paul's t hi nki ng. Redenpti on
set free the slave, but the liberated man could be poor and
in extreme need. The news that the freed man is suddenly to
receive a great inheritance is truly astounding. Redenption

means |liberty; an inheritance suggests wealth. Nevertheless
an inheritance nust be clained, and certain formalities
observed. The person from whom the noney is to cone
m ght have nade certain conditions, and the nman to benefit
needs to acquaint hinself with these details . .. . . . being
predesti nated according to the purpose of him who worketh al
things after the counsel of his own will: that we should be to
the praise of his glory " (i : I 1, 12). " For whomhe did fore-

know, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the inage
of his Son . . " (Rom 8:29). Eternal wealth thus cones
within our grasp; but confornmity to the divine pattern is
requisite. For this purpose we are sealed with the Holy Spirit
-we are CGod's possession.

In Wiomye are builded together for an habitation of God-
2:22

The church of God knows no racial barriers, for he is our

peace, who hath nade Jew and GCentile one, and hath broken

down the middle wall of partition between us " (2: 14). There
are nmany slaves who have found new freedom Their grati-
tude knows no Ilimtation, for they desire to becone t he

perpetual servants of their new Mster. The dd Testanent
slaves who preferred to remain slaves had holes bored in
their ears: this was the sign of their wllingness to stay
servants for ever (Deut. 15:16, 17). Simlarly God's sign is
placed on our hearts when the Holy Spirit comes to take
control. The Christian who avoids fellowship advertises the
sickness of his soul. The church of God is the greatest insti-
tution in existence, for withinits circle fellowship banishes
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| oneliness, the bread of Ilife renobves soul-hunger, and GCod
draws near to Hi s people.

In Wwom we have boldness and access unt o t he Fat her -
2. 18; 3: 12

Every true Christian is well acquainted with the path of
prayer. Boldness brings one to the royal door; access reveals
that the door is open. Redenption replaces rags wth the
garnents of salvation; the inheritance replaces fear wth a
sure hope for the future; the fellowship banishes |oneliness,
and introduces one to the greatest happiness in the world;
access to God opens the divine treasure house and supplies
an open check on eternal riches (see 3:16-19). There is no
one quite as wealthy as the man who walks wth God. To
be filled with the fullness of God is to be a nillionaire.
Thus Paul covers the entire range of redenptive truth. The
Cross liberates us; the risen Christ supplies an inheritance;
Pentecost brings the Holy Spirit to unite the redeened slaves;
the High Priestly work of the Saviour makes access to God
areality. Ephesians 2:4, 5 reveals the riches of the past; v. 6
rem nds of the riches of the present; v. 7 surpasses all, and
reveal s the unspeakable joy of the future. The epistle to the
Ephesians is indeed a guide for wse and anbitious invest-
ments. It is possible to invest tinme as well as noney, and the
di vidends are excellent! This is a gilt-edged security!

He Managed a Bottle Store
| first saw hi mwhen be arose from his seat in a crowded

Sunday evening evangelistic service in South Africa. H s
appearance conmmanded attention. He was tall and stately, his
hair was silvery grey; but worry had lined his face. He was

the manager of a bottle store! He desired to becone a
Christian, but was unwilling to Ileave his enploynment. One year
later | returned to his city, and found him waiting to speak to
me. He was desperate, and confessed he had been planning to
comrt suicide. | renminded him of ny wearlier words, and
reaffirned that happiness would be quite inpos-

sible unl ess he ceased nmeddling with liquor. He refused to
consider the idea, so | promsed to send a weath to his
funeral. "What do you nean?" he asked. "Well," | replied

" the way you are going on, you will soon be in your coffin,

and a few flowers mght help to brighten the procession.™
Wthin a few days the slave was free; and then cane the news

of his " inheritance.” Al though he was advanced in age, new
enpl oynent was quickly forthconming, and ultimately he was
able to consider the purchase of his house. Wen the owner
heard his testinony, she asked how long he had been her
tenant and how rmuch rent per nonth she had received. Then

she astounded hi mby saying, " You can purchase the house,

and all the noney | have received as rent shall be considered

as paynment on the price of the house." Her announcenent

| eft himspeechless, for it neant he was to get the house for
practical ly nothing!

St anpi ng Canadi an Logs

I shall never forget ny first train journey in Canada. M
wife and | had di senbarked at Quebec, but since the first
preachi ng appointnent was to be in the Acadia University
in Wlfville, it was necessary to journey into the Maritine
Provinces. | sat at the conpartnent w ndow watching the
huge rivers in which mllions of logs were floating toward
the waiting mlls. Canadian |ogging conpanies purchase vast
areas of tinber, and when the logs are ready for delivery
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each one is stanped or sealed with the conpany's nark. Then
they are slipped into the surging waters, and the journey
down- stream begins. Before this is conpleted the logs mingle
with many others; but the sealing mark is indelible. Wen
the tinme comes to Iift the logs fromthe water, identity of
ownership is never in doubt. Simlarly, Christ purchased us
with H's owmn blood, and we are sealed with the Holy Spirit.
In our journey through tine, we my be anong nillions of
other human logs, but God's seal in our hearts is never
renmoved. Wien the great day of conplete and ultimte
redenpti on dawns, we shall be lifted fromthe river of tine
to take our place in His great plans for eternity.

He Can Get Me In!

The story has often been told of a little boy who |[|ooked
through the railings guarding Buckingham Palace. H's face
reflected the desires of his heart, when Prince Edward saw
him Taking the lad by the hand, the Prince conducted him
through the great gate and into the royal apartnents. Wen
Queen Victoria heard of the boy's interest, she comanded
that he should be washed and clothed with a new suit, and
when finally she sent himforth, he seemed a prince in his
own right. | remenber a night in New Zealand when a young
wonan found difficulty in wunderstanding how she could be
accepted by God. At that tine the present Queen and her
husband were touring the land, and | renmnded nmy Ilistener
that the royal visitors were staying in Governnent House.
She agreed that this was so, and that the place was wel
guarded by officials and soldiers. | asked, " Wat would
happen to you if you tried to get in through the back w ndow
to see the Queen?" Her answer was rather explosive when

she said, " |I should be out on ny neck!"™ "But supposing
t he Duke of Edi nburgh cane out to say, 'So you desire to
see the Queen, and cannot. Young lady, do not worry, just
cone with ne and | will take you to her.' What would happen
then?" " He could get me in." She understood when | said,

We woul d never gain admittance into the Royal House of
Heaven. Qur sins would keep wus out. Yet the Prince of
Peace cane forth to seek us, and Hs word is, ' | amthe way,
the truth, and the life; no man conmeth unto the Father, but
by me.' " Perhaps the apostle Paul had such thoughts in his
m nd when he wote, " In whom we have boldness and access
unto the Father." The Lord Jesus brings to us redenption
an inheritance, security, and the inestimable privilege of
communi ng with our heavenly Father. Christ is the secret of
all true wealth. He is the key to the divine treasure house;
He supplies it all.
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