BLESSED ARE THE HUNGRY!
BLESSED ARE THE HUNGRY! (PSALM 146:5-7)

Spiritual hunger begets intense yearning for fellowship with
Cod. It may be true to say few people attain to that exalted
position. David exclainmed: "As the hart panteth after the water-
brooks, so panteth ny soul after thee, 0 God" (Ps. 42:1). Dur-
ing droughts in South Africa, | often watched the springboks
(deer) defying lions in order to drink at the river. Their un-
guenchabl e thirst could not be denied. Water had to be obtained
or survival was inpossible. Wien nen and wonen seek after God
with the same intensity, their spiritual stains becones inmeasurable.

Si x ki nds of hunger nay be found in human bei ngs. Hunger
(1) For food and rainent, which produces harvests, tools and
i ndustrial activities. (2) For know edge, which produces school s,
books, papers and literature. (3) For fame, which produces office,
rank, political parties and spheres of influence. (4) For beauty,
which creates the fine ails, and encourages inherent capabilities.
(5) For affection, which creates honmes, fireside songs and acts
of service which could never develop w thout |love. (6) There
can and shoul d be hunger for God; the intimate relationship
whi ch joi ns heaven and earth, and unites the Creator and the
created in a famly where love is predom nant. This is the
greatest of all, for when people are in tune with the Al m ghty,
all yearning is satisfied by the Lord of Heaven. The nan who
hungers after righteousness rarely desires |esser things.

A Gracious Pronise (Matt. 5:6)

"Bl essed are they which do hunger and thirst after
ri ght eousness; for they shall be filled." This was the fourth of
the nine beatitudes which forned the basis of the new norality
enbraced by the Christian church. Probably, the greatest exanple
of hungering after God was provided by the Savior. Conscious
of His continuing need, Jesus often rose early in the norning to
comune with H's Father. Throughout npbst of H s days the
Lord was fully occupied attending to the needs of sick people,
but the outflow of D vine energy had to be matched by an
i nfl ow of spiritual power, and the only way this could be
mai nt ai ned was t hrough continuing fellowship with God.
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Christ hungered for sonething earth could not supply. He
said to His disciples: "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled." That yearn-
ing, in itself, was the guarantee God woul d supply what was
necessary. The rich young ruler hungered for financial security;
Phari sees sought the praises of nmen; athletes long for greater
success in their chosen careers; financiers seek greater profit in
their investnents; politicians work for inportant positions in
governnent, but true Christians desire to be Christlike. They
are the only people confident of reaching their objectives in
life.

A Great Preventative (John 6:35)

"And Jesus said unto them | amthe bread of life: he that
coneth to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on ne
shall never thirst." Wen the children of |Israel wandered in the
wi | derness, they were sustai ned by manna provi ded by GCod.
Nevert hel ess, the people were commanded to collect daily sup-
plies. They gathered tw ce as nmuch on the eve of the Sabbath,
and the food never perished.

Deprived of daily sustenance, the nation would have died. It
was significant when Jesus clained to be the equival ent of the
food sent from heaven. He said: " Mbses gave you t hat
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bread from heaven; but ny Father giveth you the true bread
from heaven. For the bread of God is he that coneth down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world" (John 6:32-33).
Jesus prom sed that if and when people cane to Hm He would
satisfy their longings and solve their problens. He reiterated
the sane truth when He said: "Come unto ne, all ye that | abor
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

He clainmed He had the ability to supply Hs foll owers' needs,
and history proved He was correct. Christians who abide in H's
presence renain satisfied. It is only when nmen forsake the Sav-
ior that they experience inpoverishnent, and lust after what the
scripture calls "the fleshpots of Egypt." No other person was
able to do what Jesus did.

Many years ago, The Christian Evangelist published a story
about a little street-girl who becane ill at Christnastine. She
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was taken to the hospital where she heard, for the first tine, the
story of the birth of Jesus. One day, when the nurse cane on

her round of duty, "Little Broonstick"Athat was the child's

street naneAhel d her hand and whi spered: "Nurse, | am hav-
ing real good tinmes here, ever such good tines. S pose I'll have
to go "way fromhere as soon as | get well; but I'll take the

good tines al ongAsonme of it, anyhow Did you know about
Jesus bei ng born?"

"Yes" replied the nurse, "I know, but you rnust not talk
anynore."

The child replied: "You did! I thought you | ooked as if you
didn't, and | was going to tell you."

"Way, how did I |ook?" inquired the nurse. The little girl
said: "Onh, just like nost fol kAkind o' glum | shouldn't think
you' d ever look glumif you'd knowed about Jesus being born.™

A dorious Provision (Rev. 7:16)

"After this, | beheld, and, o, a great nmultitude, which no
man coul d nunber, of all nations, and kindreds, and peopl e,
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lanb...
and he said to nme, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and nmade them white

in the blood of the Lanb. . . they shall hunger no nore, neither
thirst any nore.., for the Lanb which is in the nmidst of the
throne shall feed them and shall lead themunto living foun-

tains of water: and God shall w pe away all tears fromtheir
eyes" (Rev. 7:9-17).

The scene nentioned by John described believers already in
heaven. The apostl e enphasi zed they woul d neither hunger nor
thirst because the Lanb of God had assumed responsibility for
supplying their eternal need. The river of the water of |life could
never run dry, for it cane fromthe heart of God, and was
eternal. It is very difficult at this stage of the Christian journey
to assess what might, or mght not, be needed. The King of
Kings will provide every requirenment in the hereafter as effi-
ciently as He did when the church was upon earth. The revised
formof the old Wel sh hymn expresses this inportant fact:

Bread of Heaven; Bread of Heaven
Feed ne now and evernore.
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There is no sadder sight than that of a professing Christian
without a desire for the deeper things of God, whose only
i nterests are unspiritual

Robert Robi nson, the author of the bel oved hym, Cone
Thou Fount of Every Bl essing, unfortunately, |ost his hunger
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and thirst after God, and for nobst of his declining years, strayed
fromthe Lord. He becane deeply disturbed, and, hoping to find
relief in travel, decided to visit foreign |ands.

During one of his journeys he net a young wonan who was
interested in poetry. She asked what he thought of a hymm she
had just been reading. He was astoni shed to di scover she had
beconme interested in his own conposition. Robinson tried to
evade her question, but she persisted in requesting his answer.

Suddenly, he began to weep. As the tears streaned down his
face, the author confessed that he had witten those |ines many
years earlier. He said: "I would give anything to experience
now the joy | knew then." Although greatly sunrised, the young
woman assured him the streans of mercy nentioned in his
song still flowed. He was deeply noved, and turning his wan-
dering heart to the Lord, was restored to fellowship with Christ.
It was only then he realized the bl essedness of his own words.

O to grace how great a debtor

Daily |'mconstrained to be

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter

Bi nd ny wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
Prone to |l eave the God | |ove;
Here's ny heart, 0 take and seal it,
Seat it for Thy courts above.
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