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"While | was nusing the fire burned."”

Sol omon was a king to whom God gave great wi sdom He asked,

"Can a nan take fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned?"
(Prov. 6:27). His question was nost |ikely based on personal expe-
rience. When he considered the worship of God, fires of devotion
burned within his soul, and his outward appearance reflected the
glory of God. When he considered the carnal pleasures of self-

i ndul gence, his ideas led to illicit associations with foreign wonen,
and lust destroyed his soul. Mdern techniques fight fire with fire.
Firenen deliberately light fires ahead of the main blaze so that the
dry bush will not supply fuel for the approaching inferno.

Illicit thoughts within the mnd, if unchecked, |ead to destruction
The only effective preventative is to kindle holy fires which renove
potential hazards. David apparently knew this also for he wote,
"While | was nusing the fire burned." Wen his nind was filled
with thoughts of God, his soul was delivered fromtenptation. Per-
haps Paul expressed the sane truth when he urged the Christians in
Ephesus to wear "a hel met of salvation" (Eph. 6:17).

David... Who Conproni sed

"And it cane to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose fromoff his
bed' and wal ked upon the roof of the king's house: and . . . saw a
woman washi ng hersel f; and the woman was very beautiful to | ook
upon. And David sent and inquired after the woman" (2 Sam 11:2-3).
The night was still and serene, but the king's heart was poundi ng! The
day had been hot and stifling, and vainly seeking rest, David had |ain
upon his bed. The afternoon seened endl ess, but when the evening
breezes offered respite fromthe oppressive conditions, the king wal ked
on the roof of his palace.

Suddenly, he saw a very beautiful lady, and his heart seened to
mss a beat. Wthin the seclusion of her protected garden, Bathsheba
was bat hing, She also had suffered fromthe distressing heat of that
eastern day. Believing herself safe fromthe attention of neighbors,
t he wonan washed her perspiring body, conpletely unaware of
David's watchful eyes. She could not have known at that nonment the
evil kindling a fire in the king's heart. Had he extinguished the initial
spark, an inferno would have been prevented.

24

Saul ... Who Col | apsed

He was mad and deternmi ned! Saul was convinced the Christians
were undermning the faith of the fathers, and their irresponsibility
had to be checked. Wile "he nmused on these things, the fire burned
within him™"

"And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and sl aughter against
the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of
himletters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of
this way, whether they were nmen or wonen, he might bring them
bound unto Jerusalem' (Acts 9:1-2). It was said of this man that
"he made havock of the church" (Acts 8:3).

The word translated "havoc" is "el unaineto" which was often used
to describe the work of a wild pig, whose snout literally tore up
young plants in a vineyard. Saul of Tarsus, driven mercilessly by a
troubl ed consci ence, resenbled an ani nal destroying God' s garden
Rel entl essly he went from house to house seeking Christians whom
he threw into prison. Wio woul d have thought that during this
onsl aught on the church, God was watching, waiting, and perhaps
smling? Saul was a large fish which the Spirit of God had hooked.

Knowi ng t hat somet hi ng strange was happeni ng, Saul resisted
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fiercely. He would never surrender! He would fight to the end. Yet
God was holding the line, and the end was never in doubt (fromthe
aut hor's comentary, The Amazing Acts, page 117. Published by
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Mchigan). God was |ighting
another fire to extinguish the first.

St ephen. .. Who Conquered

St ephen supplied the greatest exanple of this attractive truth. It
has been said that prevention is better than any cure. There were
numer ous reasons why Stephen m ght have been filled with ani -
nosity, jealousy and frustration. He was one of the greatest preach-
ers in the early church but was relegated to delivering aid to
conpl ai ni ng wi dows. He m ght have been one of the greatest evan-
gelists but becane the first martyr.

He coul d have detested his persecutors but instead prayed for
their forgiveness. It seens the only fire within his soul was kindled
by God. Wile Stephen nmused, the fire burned, and in its glow, he
saw "the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God" (Acts 7:55). Wen your spiritual enthusiasmis wani ng-
stop, think, and kindle a fire of spiritual passion
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