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VWHEN YOUR BODY SEEMS TO BE FALLI NG
APART, REMEMBER PHI LI PPI ANS 3: 21

"[The lord] shall change our vile body, that it may be fashi oned

like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby

he is able even to subdue all things unto hinsel f"

Ms. Scott was a charning | ady whose children attended ny
Sunday School. She only cane to nmy services on rare occasions for
she was very heavy and very sensitive about her appearance. Diets
and reduci ng exerci ses were of no val ue because of her other ail-
ments. One day as | sat beside her bed, she said, "Tell nme about the
new body | shall receive in heaven."

Mormentarily, | was speechl ess, but she continued, "See, Pastor,
my feet are afready dead. Gangrene has set in and is spreading up
my legs. | have not long to live and would like to know sonet hi ng

about the new body | shall receive when this one has been forgot-
ten. Her eyes were bright, and her face was radi ant as she waited
for ny answer. My enotions were stirred, but just then her daughter
entered the roomand said, "Mther, the insurance nan is at the
door; he wants his noney."
My sick friend said, "Oh, tell himto cone back next week. | am
about to hear about ny new body." The daughter was very sur-
prised, but | couldn't repress laughter. |I was about to instruct a |ady
who could exclaimtriunmphantly, "O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victor?" (1 Cor. 15:55).

Hs @orious Body... It Was Rea

The Bi bl e says that when the disciples thought they had seen a
spirit, He said unto them "Wy are ye troubled? and why do
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold ny hands and ny feet, that
it is | nyself: handle ne, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see ne have" (Luke 24: 38-39).

The church has al ways been troubled by heretics who said the
Lord's resurrection was not physical, that He only rose in spirit,
that His body remained in the grave and ultimtely decayed and
becane dust. That viewis not only wong; it is insulting. It inplies
that Christ was a liar. Wen the disciples thought they were being
visited by a ghost or spirit, Jesus instantly reni nded themthey
were | ooking at flesh and bones. Wen they remai ned uncon-
vinced, He asked for food and shared their meal. There was not h-
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i ng phony about Hi s appearances. H's body was real, and Ms.
Scott was thrilled as | explained these facts.

H's dorious Body... It WAs Remrarkabl e

Jesus was in some respects limted during H's nmnistry. If He
had cast H nself fromthe pinnacle of the tenple, H's body would
have been injured on the rocks. Throughout the stormon the sea of
Galilee, the Lord was overcone by weariness and slept in the boat.
If the Savior arrived unexpectedly at a hone, He was obliged to
announce H's presence by knocking. Yet after His resurrection a
cl osed door was unable to prevent His entry into the room where
the disciples were gathered (see John 20:26). Wen Christ ascended
fromthe nount of Aives, Hi s body resisted the laws of gravity, and
the watching disciples saw H's entry into the clouds. H's norta
body had put on imortality. He had been changed and gl orified.
told Ms. Scott that she would have a body exactly like His. Suffer-
ing and pain, and all kinds of physical problens would belong to
the past Even elderly people would becone young agai n.
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His dorious Body... It Was Recogni zabl e

It is probable that the Lord had the power to disguise Hinself!
Mark described this as "another form' (Mark 16:12). \Wen Mary
came to the sepul cher, she saw soneone she assuned was the gar-
dener. Maybe she was blinded by her tears or too preoccupied to
| ook closely at the Man standi ng near the tonmb. Yet w thin no-
nents she was able to say, "Rabboni!" (John 20:16).

Thomas was the greatest doubter of the disciples, but he recog-
ni zed the Lord when he cried, "My Lord, and ny God" (John
20:28). Charl es Haddon Spurgeon was asked by a lady in his church
"Shall we know each other in heaven?" The pastor's reply was
abrupt and chall enging. He said, "Do you think we shall be bigger
fools up there than we are down here?" My ailing sister in the Lord
smled. Wiat | said nade sense

The pains of old age increase steadily, and every one threatens to
becone fatal! Recently | telephoned a friend to ask how she was

recovering froman illness. She said, "I don't know what to say,
except that ny old body seens to be falling apart."” Thank God, a
new body awaits every Christian; it will last forever. Funeral direc-

tors, doctors, and hospital facilities will be unknown in eternity.
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VWHEN YOU CAN T SLEEP, REMEMBER SAMUEL WHO
HAD A SI M LAR EXPERI ENCE. 1 SAMUEL 3:10

"And the lord canme, and stood, and called as at other tinmes, Sanuel,
Saruel . Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.™
David believed God gave sleep to H s people (see Ps. 127:2),

but there are occasions when his faith m ght have been chal | enged.

Sl eep was designed by God to bring rest to weary bodi es and

refreshnent to tired m nds. Neverthel ess, sonetines sleep is elu-

sive. Overwhel ning noise, over-active ninds, overpowering pain,

and sonetinmes, over-filled stonmachs prevent people from obtain-

i ng necessary rest. Consequently, the manufacturers and di spens-

ers of sleeping pills are naking their fortunes. It mght be wise to

consi der that occasionally even the Lord disturbs H s slunbering

peopl e.

Wien Jonah was awakened on his run-away voyage to Tarshish,

the captain of the vessel said to him "Wat neanest thou, 0 sl eep-

er? arise, call upon thy CGod, if so be that God will think upon us,

that we perish not" (Jonah 1:6). The shipnmaster's tinely interven-
tion changed Jonah's attitude and saved the lives of his crew. When

Ahasuerus, the king of Babylon was unable to sleep, he was used by

God to prevent the death of Myrdecai and save the |lives of nany

Hebrews (see Esther 6:1). Quite recently a friend said to ne, "I do

not sleep nmuch these nights, so | use the tinme to pray for you."

Repeat edly, Paul said that he prayed for his friends night and day

(see 1 Thess. 3:10 and 2 Tim 1:3). Perhaps sonme of God's people

are so preoccupi ed during the day that they need to make up for | ost

time at night! It is better to pray than to remain restless in bed.
A young lady once said to nme, "I do nost of ny praying at

night, and the Devil hates it! He does not like my praying so nuch,

and quickly puts me to sleep. Praying works better than sl eeping

pills!" Wen the boy naned Samuel was unable to sleep, he dis-
covered God was calling himto great service. Wen he |istened,

the Lord reveal ed facts unknown to other people. Quite recently I

awakened in the mddle of the night, and | asked as | lay in bed,

"Way did God permit this to happen? It nust be because | need to

pray for soneone." Instantly, the nane of a Christian brother cane

into my mind. | spent the next few minutes asking God to help that
Page 2



WHEN YOUR BODY SEEMS TO BE FALLI NG APART PHI LLI PI ANS 3

man. | know now that he had a great need. Furthernore, after ny
prayers had been uttered, | slept for the rest of the night.
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During our visit to South Africa, ny wife and | stayed for a
time in a nmissionary honme. W nmet a charm ng m ssionary who was
al so a tenporary guest One day | asked about her npbst exciting
experience on the mssion field. She described how her first rea
assi gnment was to acconpany an ol der missionary on a special trek
to reach a certain tribe of cannibals. Wen they arrived they discov-
ered the chief did not want white people in his district He probably
feared he woul d be reported for some of the practices he encour-
aged. He grunbled, and pointing to a mud but and said, "You can
stay there tonight, but tonorrow you | eave."

M s Phi pson paused, and it was easy to see she was reliving her

experience in that hostile village. She continued, "I was w de awake,
and while ny partner slept, | listened to noises outside the hut.
Finally, | crawmed to the snall door and saw we were surrounded by
natives who were flat on their stomachs, wiggling |like worns to-
ward us. | hurried to awaken ny seni or worker who, realizing our
danger, said, 'Qick, light the lanp. Let them see that we are awake.'

Then we made tea and drank it Then we nade nore tea and drank
that! We continued until dawn. During this tine the head-hunters
finally left us.™

| was about to interrupt with a question when she lifted her hand
and said, "I have not finished. The next norning we left, and to be
honest | was glad to get away. Three weeks later a native runner
fromthe base station overlook us with our nail. My friend opened
one of her letters to discover a | ady overseas had witten to ask,
"Did you have any special need on (and the date was given). | could
not sleep that night for your face haunted nme. | turned over and over
in ny bed, but had no rest until | prayed specially for you. Sudden-
ly, | knew everything was alright but | would like to know what
happened on that particular night"' Ms. Phipson said, "I kept a
diary in those days, so | was able to turn its pages to answer her
question. On the night that |ady was constrained to pray for her
friend-that was the night the cannibals left us." It pays to pray-
even when you cannot sl eep
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VHEN GOD SEEMS TO BE VERY SLOW ANSVERI NG
YOUR PRAYERS, REMEMBER HEBREWS 10: 36- 37

"For ye have need of patience ... For yet a little while,
and he that shall come will cone, and will not tarry."
I was very desperate, but in ny own defense let ne add | was
al so i nexperienced and had nuch to learn. | expected God to turn
the world upside down, but it seened | was nore concerned than
He. My services had continued nightly for three weeks. The |arge
Cospel Hall was crowded to capacity, but no one had responded to
my invitation to trust the Savior. At that tinme | was twenty years old,
and ny ent husi asm exceeded ny know edge! The |ocal Christians
appeared to be di sappointed, and | thought they were beginning to
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blame nme for the lack of visible results in the neetings. My hostess
was a dynami c | ady whose | ove for the Lord overflowed N ght after
ni ght she stared at ne and said, "There is a difference between
prayi ng, and praying through.” Each tine she repeated the state-
ment, | felt that sonewhere | had failed. Actually, | began to resent
her words and wanted to say, "Then why don't you pray through
and get things noving?" | was afraid to chall enge her, however, and
remai ned silent!

| prayed by the hour but the neetings becane progressively
worse. | was so certain God would answer mny appeal for help that
one night | said to the congregation, "After we have prayed, | shal
go to the counseling roomto wait for you. | have asked the Lord to
bring six souls to Hnself." But when everybody went away, | felt
horribly al one and becane resentful. | knelt by a chair and said,
"Lord, it's not fair. I'"'mdoing all the work down here, and You are
doing nothing !"™ That was a very stupid thing to say, but, as | have
al ready explained, | was desperate. Then suddenly |I heard a voice
saying, "If | could save souls as easily as you think I can, | would
have saved the whole world | ong ago.

That dynam c utterance destroyed ny ego and left nme in a state

of confusion. | had never known an experience when God's voice
was so authoritative and real. Nevertheless, ny disturbed and disap-
poi nted soul was still rebellious. | placed ny Bible on the chair

before ne, closed ny eyes, stabbed with ny finger at the unseen
page, and said, "Alright, Lord, if You cannot save all these people,
at | east say sonething to ne." Wien | opened ny eyes to see the
verse at which nmy finger pointed, | read, "For ye have need of
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pati ence that, after ye have done the will of God, ye m ght receive
the prom se. For yet a little while, and he that shall cone will cone,
and will not tarry."” | was astounded. | had neither heard nor read
that text and was unaware it was in the Bible.

Later that night |I clinbed into ny bed, pulled the bl ankets over
nmy head, and prayed until | fell asleep. The next afternoon when
entered the sanctuary, | took one step down the aisle and suddenly
stopped | knew sonet hi ng had happened. The entire buil di ng seened
to be filled with the presence of CGod. Perhaps the change bad taken
pl ace within nme, but everything appeared to be different. The ser-
vice which foll owed had been especially convened for Christians; |
nei t her preached the Gospel nor issued an invitation, and yet amaz-
i ng things happened.

A sol dier about to |l eave said, "Sir, | amthe boxing chanpi on of
my reginent." | looked at his flattened nose, smled, and said, "Fel-
low, there was at |east one punch you didn't dodge." He grinned and
replied, "Yes, sir, | knocked out a |lot of fighters, but today the | ove

of God has knocked me out." He cane to the front of the sanctuary
with three other soldiers, and they were the first of about seventy
adults who canme to know Christ as their Savior. They were the
firstfruits of a wonderful harvest. Since that day |I have never com
pl ai ned of a difficult assignment or the |lack of converts in nmy evan-
gelistic crusades. | really did have need of patience, for He who
i ntended to cone did cone to that Gospel Hall at Lerwick in the
Shet | and I sl ands.

The person who wote the epistle to the Hebrews was aware of
the tremendous trials besetting the church of his day. The Roman
Enpire was attenpting to anni hilate Christians. The faith of new
bel i evers was being chall enged. The tenple at Jerusal em was either
destroyed or was about to be destroyed. Many believers were being
fed to ravenous beasts or burned to death in the enperor's garden
To many of these suffering people it nust have seened a waste of
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time to pray. Whatever they requested, it appeared God was either
indifferent to the needs of H's people or not sufficiently interested
to listen to their desperate requests. Yet the witer of this remark-
able letter stood firmin the mdst of the storm and his words
echoed amazi ng confidence. He was sure the Lord would cone, and
he was not m staken

41

WHEN YOU HAVE LOST A LOVED
ONE, REMEMBER JOHN 11:6

"When he (Jesus) had heard therefore that he (Lazarus) was
sick he abode two days still in the sane place where he was."

The hone in Bethany was strangely silent. Lazarus was dead,
and his sisters were devastated. The |aughter known during the
visits of Jesus had di sappeared. Martha, who was an excel |l ent
cook, had no desire to remain in her kitchen. Everything had
changed. She and her sister had nursed their ailing brother and
toward the end of his illness sent an urgent appeal for assistance to
Jesus.

Al as! They now believed their request had fallen upon deaf
ears. Their Friend was not interested. He had remai ned two days
doi ng things which could have been postponed! Now it was too
late to do anything. Their brother had been buried, and life in the
hone seenmed neaningless. It was difficult to deci de which was
wor se-that Lazarus had died or that Jesus had |let them down.

Their outl ook was intensely bleak, and probably Martha and Mary
woul d have disagreed if sonmeone suggested the sun woul d shi ne
agai n.

Let us not blame them They had watched the sufferings of their
brot her and had prayed earnestly that God woul d spare him Their
prayers had remai ned unanswered, and apparently even Jesus did
not care. Such circunstances challenge the faith of even the great-
est Christians. Inevitably the question arose, "Wy did God all ow
this to happen to us?" It should always be renenbered that shad-
ows are caused by light-there are no shadows in darkness. Even
stars reflect the light of the sun, and although storns nay tenpo-
rarily hide it, the sun is always shining.

God' s Profound Patience

When Mary and Martha believed the Lord had insufficient inter-
est to respond to their desperate plea for help, He al so was troubl ed.
He coul d never forget H's friends, but nuch nore was at stake than
the extension of a man's |ife. Good phot ographs are only devel oped
i n darkness. Jesus was waiting for gloomto envel op H s dearest
friends in order to produce within their souls H s |ikeness. They
were waiting for Hm and He was waiting for them
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God' s Prepared Pl an

When Jesus eventually arrived in Bethany, Martha went to neet
himand said, "Lord, if thou hadst been here, ny brother had not
died. But | know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God,
God will give it thee" (John 11:21-22). The subsequent Scriptures
reveal that her faith related to events of the |ast day. Jesus was nore
concerned that she understood the significance of what was to hap-
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pen that day. His followers had recognized Hmto be a wonderfu
Friend, a trenendous Teacher, and even a possi bl e Messiah. None,
however, believed Hmto be God's Son. The raising of a dead man
was not hing conmpared with opening their blind eyes.

Gods Prepared Pl ace

Christ knew what He intended to do. Lazarus would soon be
honme again, but there was nmuch nore at stake than performng a
mracle. Lazarus would eventually die again, and there would be no
earthly healer to whom a nessage for help could be despatched. If
peopl e believed Hmto be the Son of God, then just as easily as He
brought Lazarus back to be with themin Bethany, He could al so
guarantee his presence in heaven. The happi ness of those bereaved
sisters did not depend on the i mredi ate resurrection of their broth-
er, but on their increasing understanding of the greatness of their
Friend, Jesus of Nazareth. This truth was enunciated when a little
| ater Jesus said to His disciples, "Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe alsoinne . . .1 go to prepare a place for
you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and
receive you unto nyself; that where I am there ye may be al so"
(John 14:1-3).

God's Perfect Peace

It is easy to hear the Lord saying, "Mary, if you are still alive
when your brother dies again, do not grieve. Stand by his grave and
say exultantly, 'O death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy
victory?"' (1 Cor. 15:55). Wen the wonen understood Hi s nes-
sage, the sun was shining again! God's ways are not always our
ways, but Hi s ways are always best. If darkness surrounds you now,
be of good cheer. It will pass!
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VWHEN YOU FEEL LONELY, REMEMBER OTHERS
VWHO FELT THE SAME WAY AND JOSHUA 1:5;
1 KINGS 19:10; ACTS 23:11

The feeling of |oneliness can be a depressing experience. It is
possible to feel lonely in a crowd, to see innunerable faces, none of
whi ch can be recogni zed. A few peopl e choose to becone hernits;
others confine thenselves to religious institutions believing that in
sol i tude peace be found. Yet the fact remains that nost people |ove
t he conpany of other human bei ngs, and consequently, when cir-
cunst ances isolate them despondency is never far away. A boy
away at school, a nenber of the arnmed services separated from
famly, a young missionary in a foreign land, and even travelers
whose occupati on denands sacrifice-all can be frustrated by | one-
liness. The Bible has a special nessage for such people.

The Man Who Was lonely in a Crowd (Joshua 1:5)

Poor Joshua! Wen CGod said, "Mses ny servant is dead,"” an
om nous chill was felt throughout |srael, but no man was nore
af fected than the new | eader who was asked to succeed the revered
patriarch. H's task was unenvi able for circunstances would often
separate himfromthe nost inportant people in the nation. Critics
woul d shatter his tranquility, insurnmountable obstacles would chal -
I enge his ingenuity, and a sense of inadequacy woul d underm ne his
confidence. Even the Lord recognized the weight of the burden to
be carried, and with great wisdomsaid, "As | was with Mses so
will be with thee: | will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Al though
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many probl ens arose to confront and confuse Israel's |eader, Joshua
knew he coul d never be al one again. He welconed solitude, for in
the stillness, it was easier to hear the voice of his Mster

The Man Who Was lonely in a Cave (1 Kings 19:10)
Poor Elijah! He who had been hunted by nmen was now haunt ed

by menories. He had stood triunphantly before a nmultitude but had
been frightened by a sinful wonman. Jezebel had ruined his mnistry
and threatened to end his life. At the height of his career Elijah
failed to do his duty, and as he hid in a nountain cave, probably
wi shed he were dead. Had it been possible for Elijah and Jonah to
nmeet, they could have talked long into the night. The rel uctant
nmessenger to Ni neveh woul d have appreciated the feelings of his
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ol der brother. Jonah felt desperately al one when be said, "Therefore
now, O Lord, take, | beseech thee, ny life fromnme; for it is better
for ne to die, than to live" (Jonah 4:3).

When a healthy man | oses the desire to live, it is generally be-
cause of failure and disappointment within his |ife. The person who
continually thinks about disasters, disorders and defeats has no tine
to consider the prom ses of God. Elijah listened to the voices of
nature and remai ned unnoved; when he was still, a whisper from
the Lord stirred his soul and he realized he was not al one.

The Man Who Was lonely in a Cell (Acts 23:11)

Poor Paul! Two years in a prison cell would be sufficient to
sadden the heart of any nan, but for Paul the time was heart - break-
ing. He had traversed continents and preached to nultitudes of peo-
pl e. He sighed when he renenbered those exhilarating neetings.

But everything had changed, and Paul was desperately al one. He

had few friends and preached only to his guards. H s inprisonnent
had been occasioned by an intense desire to attend a festival at
Jerusalem God warned himto stay away fromthe feast but unfortu-
nately the apostle's enthusiasmran away with his reason! Luke's
statenent was sel f-explanatory: "And finding disciples, we tarried
t here seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should
not go up to Jerusalent (Acts 21:4). Paul disregarded that com
mand, and when it was too late to change his attitude, he was al one
with accusing nmenories. The two years of incarceration m ght have
been used proclaimng the Gospel of Christ

Then a wonderful thing happened. "And the night follow ng the
Lord stood by him and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast
testified of me in Jerusalem so nust thou hear w tness al so at
Rome" (Acts 23:11). Paul's disobedi ence did not indicate God had
forsaken him Miuch work still had to be acconplished. The prison-
er's spirit was liberated even before his prison door opened. The
Lord visited Joshua, Elijah and Paul

Are you alone in a crowd, a cave, or a cell? Look carefully
around. God is nearer than you can i magine.
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