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WHEN PAUL MADE UP HI'S M ND!
(Acts 17:22-23; 1 Cor. 2:1-2)

Athens is one of the nbst attractive and fascinating cities in
the world. There, in the shadow of the great Acropolis, a dreaner
can see again the grandeur of ancient Greece. |If Rone synbol -
ized military might, Athens was famous for its intellectua
excel lence. Wthin the city were many schools, colleges and
acadeni es where sone of the greatest scholars shared their
knowl edge with eager students. Dr. Frederic W Farrar wote:

"It was full of professors, rhetors, tutors, arguers, discourcers,
| ecturers, grammarians, pedagogues, and gymnasts of every ki nd;
and anong all these.. . there was not one who displayed the

|l east particle of originality or force. Conform ng sceptics |lived
in hypocritical union with atheistic priests, and there was not
even sufficient earnestness to arouse any antagoni sm between

the enpty negations of a verbal philosophy, and the hol | ow

prof essions of a dead religion"” (The Life and Work of St. Paul
page 303, published by Cassell and Conpany, London, 1897).

At hens, the center of philosophical brilliance, attracted schol -
ars frommany countries, and these peopl e spent nost of their
time on Mars' Hill, just beneath the Acropolis. Wien | first

visited this historic place, a woden stairway had been built by
the city, and it was easy to clinb to the top of the small hil
where ancient thinkers held their daily discussions. Unfortu-
nately the weather and tine destroyed that construction, and
today tourists nmust clinb the side of the hill. Nearly two thou-
sand years ago, Paul carefully ascended those sanme steps and
joined the scholars who apparently had nothing better to do
than wait for a new speaker to expound his doctrine.

The apostle had just been in the nearby netropolis and was
remenbering its many altars. He knew the city was conpletely
dom nated by religion, and he had seen on street corners, in
speci ally made al coves, and upon every civic building, idols
whi ch eloquently testified to the faith of the Athenian people.
He had been intrigued by one altar upon which was the inscrip-
ti onATo the Unknown God. Paul recognized the uncertainty of
the people who had erected that idol. Evidently, they feared
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they had forgotten one deity, and to avert his possible wath,
they made an altar to informhimof their good intentions. Pau
smiled and proceeded to address his illustrious audience.

What happened t hat day can never be forgotten. The |i sten-
ers were pagans with little if any know edge of Christianity.
The apostl e probably believed they woul d be incapable of un-
der st andi ng how death could lead to life; how the precious
bl ood of Jesus was the only neans by which sin could be
forgiven. Witing to the Corinthians, Paul explained that the
preachi ng of the cross was "unto the G eeks foolishness" (1
Cor. 1:23). Convinced that his usual approach woul d be inef-
fective, he proceeded to use the strange inscription as a neans
by which to reveal the "unknown god." Many teachers appl aud
his effort as evidence of psychol ogical genius, but their opinion
may be mi sl eadi ng.

H's Great Discourse. . . How Striking

When Luke recorded the events of that menorabl e day, he
condensed Paul's speech into ten verses which can be read in
two mnutes. It is evident that Paul said nuch nore than was
witten by his friend. Even the short but difficult clinb de-
manded a greater effort than is apparent fromthe record in the
scripture. Perhaps Luke only wote that which he considered
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worth renenbering!

Paul spoke about the Creator, the nations of the world,
usel essness of nman-nade idols, and the fact of being judged in
eternity. Exponents of any pagan religion could have supplied
nore information. Concluding his speech, Paul spoke of the
resurrection, but he never nentioned the redeem ng death of the
Son of God. Luke said: "And when they heard of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, some nocked, and others said, W wll hear
thee again of this natte?' (Acts 17:32). That resolve was never
fulfilled, for when the argunments began Paul departed.

A few people were inpressed either by what was said or by

t he appearance and el oquence of the speaker. As far as is known,
they were the only signs of success attending Paul's efforts. He
never established a church in Athens, and no letter was ever
sent by himto saints residing within the city. Eventually the
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apostle wote nine letters to churches, but unfortunately Athens

t he

was not on his list. If the establishing of an assenbly be consid-

ered evidence of victory, then at Athens Paul failed in his ms-
si on.

H s nessage appealed to the intellects of his hearers, but

failed to stir their souls. He had preached of a Christ wthout
H's cross, and told of a day of judgment w thout expl aining
how a sinner might be justified. This was an adnirable oration
but it was uninpressiveAhe had left the nmainspring out of his
wat ch! (See the author's book Bible Treasures, pgs. 131-132,
publ i shed by Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, M chigan.)

Hs Geat D scovery... How Startling

"After these things Paul departed from Athens, and canme to

Corinth" (Acts 18:1). “There were two ways by which he could
have travel ed. Corinth was approximately forty mles from Ath-
ens, and it would have taken himtwo days to reach his objec-
tive. If, as has been conjectured, the apostle was not in good
heal th, he might have decided to go by sea. In that case, the
voyage woul d have taken five hours or nore, according to

weat her conditions. The overland route would have I ed him
into the city; the journey by sea would have taken himinto a
snmall port from which he woul d have wal ked a fewnmles to
reach his destination. At that nonent, not even Paul could have
known the inportance of his visit; he was about to face the
greatest challenge of his life" (quoted fromthe author's com
mentary on The Amazing Acts, page 308, Kregel Publications,
Grand Rapids, M).

Wi chever way he travel ed, Paul had tinme for reflection
menories of the visit to Athens could not have been pleasant;
he was di sappoi nted. The Greek netropolis was one of the few
cities in which he never established a church. Al pastors and
evangel i sts have been despondent after preaching in a disap-
poi nting service. Then, sleep becones elusive, and regret over-
whel ns the soul. It is significant that all the prophets were
acquai nted with that experience. As Paul either wal ked or sailed
toward Corinth, he renmenbered his preaching before the G eek
phi | osophers. He had quoted fromthe witings of their poets,
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but had said little about the words of his Lord. He produced
argunents, but no conviction. H's nessage had been woefully

i nadequate; its reasoning m ght have appeared attractive, but
sernons whi ch never nmentioned the death of the Redeener

could not save souls nor establish assenblies.

This fact needs to be enphasized in our nodemworld. Sone
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institutions, which unfortunately are called churches, teach that
Jesus was the victimof a Jewi sh nob; that He was a good man
who, regretfully, was crucified. QGthers are content to teach that
the death of Jesus nerely provided an excellent exanple for
sufferers; He accepted what happened, and refused to strike His
persecutors. They assert that if nations foll owed H s exanpl e,
wars woul d be unknown. The early Christians believed and
taught that Christ died for the ungodly; that He bore the sins of
many; that through H s redeening death eternal redenption
was nade possible for guilty sinners. That was the nessage
whi ch overcane enpires, provided peace for convicted souls,
and salvation for nen and wonen. It remains an indi sputable
fact that each time revival brought newlife to the church and
renewal to decadent generations, that sane Gospel was the
nmessage used and bl essed by God. Paul wote to the Roman
Christians saying: "For | amnot ashaned of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jewfirst, and also to the Greek” (Rom
1:16).

H's Great Determnation... How Suggestive

At hens was fanous for its educational advantages and the-
torical persuasiveness; Corinth was infamus for its imorality.
The Athenians had plenty of tinme to listen to visiting speakers;
the citizens of Corinth had no tine except to increase their
wealth and exploit their sexual capabilities. The apostle knew
he was about to confront a different type of audience, but as he

approached the city, a great resolve filled his soul. It is signifi-
cant that |long afterward, when witing to the Corinthian church
he said: "And |, brethren, when | cane to you, cane not with

excel l ency of speech or of wi sdom declaring unto you the
testinony of God. For | determ ned not to know any thing
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anong you, save Jesus Christ, and himcrucified" (1 Cor. 2:1-
2). The apostle never repeated the m stake nade on Mars' Hill.
The statenent: "For | determ ned not to know anyt hi ng anong
you" as supplied by the Anplified New Testanment, is interest-
ing. "For | resolved to know not hi ngAt o be acquainted with
(nothing), to nmake a display of the know edge of (nothing), and
to be conscious of (nothing)Aanong you except Jesus Christ,
the Messiah, and Hmcrucified."” The apostle was so di sgusted
with himself that even his self-criticismhelped fornulate the
resolve that henceforth he would only preach the gospel. G eat
speakers of |ater generations shared his conviction

Dr. F. M Barton tells the story of a young minister who had
spoken before a very old pastor. After the service he asked the
ol der man: "What did you think of ny sernon?" The answer
was quickly forthcomng: "It was a very poor sernon A there
was no Christ init." The young man replied: "Well, Christ was
not in the text; we are not to be preaching Christ always; we
must preach what is in the text." The old saint responded:
"Don't you know, young man, that fromevery town, village
and ham et in England, wherever it may be, there is a road to
London. And from each text in the Scripture, there is a way that
|l eads to the great netropolis of the Bible A Christ. My dear
young brot her, whenever you get a text, your business is to say:
“Now, how does that lead to Christ? and then preach a sernon

which leads to the great netropolis A Christ. | have not yet
found a text that hasn't a road to the Savior in it. If! should, I
woul d make one. | would go over hedge and ditch, but | would

get to ny Master for a sernon cannot do any good unl ess
Christ isinit" (quoted from One Hundred G eat Texts, and
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Their Treatment, F. M Barton, 1914, published by Richard R
Smth, Inc., New You, 1930).

Hs Geat Delight. . . How Sublinme

"After these things Paul departed from Athens, and canme to
Corinth.. . And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath,
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.. . and testified to the
Jews that Jesus was Christ. . . And Crispus, the chief ruler of
t he synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and
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many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized"
(Acts 18:4-8). The conversion of that inportant Jew sh citizen
had far reaching repercussions. Eighteen nonths |ater, when
anot her chief ruler had been appoi nted, Paul was brought be-
fore the judgnment seat where Gallio, the judge, interrupted the
trial by saying: "If it were a matter of wong or w cked | ewd-
ness, 0 ye Jews, reason would that | should bear with you, But
if it be a question of words and nanes, and of your law, |ook ye
toit for I will be no judge of such natters. And he drave them
fromthe judgnent seat. Then all the G eeks took Sosthenes,

the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judg-
ment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things" (Acts
18:14-17). Every citizen in Corinth knew Sost henes, but few
synpat hi zed with him

It is interesting to discover that later in his mnistry, the
apostl e nmentioned this man Witing to the Christians in Corinth,
the apostle said: "Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Chri st
through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother" (I Cor
1:1). It is inpossible to state all the details of the nman's conver-
sion to Christianity, but evidently soneone had expl ai ned the
gospel to himand probably Paul was that preacher.

After his beating by the nob, Sosthenes was a sick man, but
one day the man whom he had persecuted called to see his
accuser, and the visit led to great things. Sosthenes not only
became a Christian A he becane a fell ow worker, and was
with Paul when the Corinthian letter was witten in Philippi
Two very inportant men who held high office in Corinth were
won for Christ, and when Paul left the city, a thriving church
had been established. Afterward, Paul said: "But God forbid
that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whomthe world is crucified unto ne, and I unto the world"
(Gal. 6:14).
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