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VHEN GOD SAYS NO, REMEMBER HE
MUST HAVE A REASON. ACTS 16:6-7

Now when they had gone throughout Pheygia and the region
of Galatia and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach
the word in Asia, after they were cone to Mysia, they assayed
to go into Bithynia but the Spirit suffered them not.

One of the npbst disconcerting things in the world is the idea that
God is either deaf or unconcerned with H's people. To pray sincere-
Iy and apparently not be heard, to serve the Lord and be confronted
by an inpassable barrier, or to give of one's best and receive no
cooperation from heaven is devastating. Inevitably the question arises,
"Way has God done this to nme?" Unless a person carefully and
patiently waits for an answer, his or her soul may becone enbit-
tered. Fanmilies often pray for the healing of a |oved one, only to
| ose that person in death. A wife nay pray for the salvation of her
husband but face increasing intolerance. When God says no, He has
a reason for so doing.

The Mystery of C osed Doors

Paul , the intrepid mssionary, had problenms! Seem ngly, his ef-
forts were fruitless; he had run into a wall! H's party had travel ed
many niles and in spite of many difficulties had reached the popu-
| ous areas of Asia Pagans needed to hear the Gospel, but for sone
i nscrutabl e reason, God had forbidden His servants to preach. Pau
was frustrated. Wiy had the Lord brought himso far only to pre-
vent himfromtelling the crowds about the Savior?

"They were forbidden of the Holy CGhost to preach the word in
Asia." To be forbidden to preach in a village was di sappointing, but
at | east another village could be found within a few mles. To be
prevented from preaching the gospel in Asia neant a forced narch
of nmore than six hundred miles over difficult terrain before Pau
could make his exit fromthe forbidden area.

"And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man
of Macedoni a, and prayed him saying, Come over into Macedoni a,
and help us. And after he had seen the vision, imediately we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia" (Acts 16:9-10). Wen Cod
closes a door in one place, He is often about to open a | arger one
el sewhere. When Elijah's brook dried up it becane evident the
Lord desired his presence in Zarephath (see 1 Kings 17:7-9).

50

The M sery of Continui ng Doubt

Mary and Martha were very proud; Jesus of Nazareth had made
their home a stopping place on the way to and fromJerusalem Hi s
favorite food and Martha's expertise transforned every neal into a
banquet. Then cane tragedy and disillusionment. Lazarus becane
desperately ill, and his life was in jeopardy. "Therefore his sisters
sent unto him saying, Lord, behold he whomthou | ovest is sick
When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but
for the glory of God, that the Son of man m ght be glorified thereby.

When he had beard therefore that he was sick he abode two
days still in the same place where he was" (John 11 : 3-6).

It was incredible! Jesus had disregarded their appeal for help.
Their Friend had refused to respond to their appeal. H s preaching
was nore inportant than their pain! Could He not have cone to
their aid? Nothing woul d have been | ost; the people would have
followed Hm and H s speech could have been concl uded i n Bet ha-
ny. It was significant that even when He did cone a few days |ater
Mary still sat in the house. Del ayed bl essings sonetines transform
despair into delight
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The Meaning of Certain Directions

The Wse Men were el ated! Their |ong arduous journey was
fulfilled with indescribable joy! They had seen the King! The schol -
ars, who had been sufficiently wise to understand the nessage in
the sky, had been even nore wise to worship in a stable. Now, as
had been previously arranged, they were ready to return to King
Herod. The canels were rested, and the |uggage was packed. Then
suddenly and unexpectedly, God said, "No." Those travelers were
wise not to argue with the Lord. It becane evident the new direc-
tions possibly: (a) preserved their |lives because Herod ni ght have
ordered their execution; (b) prolonged their happi ness because they
did not participate in any plot to kill the infant Christ; (c) protected
the Child who would be the salvation of a |ost world.

They were in alignnent with the will of the Al nmighty. \Wen
CGod said, "No," the lions were stilled as Daniel entered their den
The waves could not fall on the Hebrews who were fleeing from
Pharaoh. It is wise to renenber God al ways knows what He is
doing. It is better to praise Hmthan to pout!
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