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TREASURES ... THAT LAST FOREVER

But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word whi ch
by the gospel is preached unto you. (1 Peter 1:25)

It has been estinmated that al nbst one hundred thousand new books

are produced each year in the United States of America, but when

t hose published throughout the world are counted, the number exceeds
eight billion. That is an incredible collection of volunes, but the
comments of the late Dr. Harry Rimmer are worthy of consideration

He said,

In the library of the Louvre, there is, or there was, prior to Wrld
War II, an alcove containing nmles of shelves, all cramed wth
books on various phases of science, which had becone obsol ete

in two hundred years. That section was voted as a graveyard of

i deas and theories. Students consulted the contents of those thou-
sands of volumes largely to anmuse thenselves with a review of

the history of human error. In the archives of the British Mise-
umin London there is the world's largest collection of ancient
literary sources, sonme of them pricel ess because of their value to
the historian, and sone of them consulted only by the hunori st

who delights in reviewi ng the tragi com cal progress of human
thought. And if the world continues in its present course for an-
other century or two, and nen proceed with their researches and

i nquiries, our textbooks so venerated by the present day students,
will join those preceding works in the |inbo of adol escence
MI1lions of words of pedantic nonsense are printed every year

all received by the current generation as practically infallible, and
all destined to be repudi ated by the discoveries of tonorrow. But
whet her the present order continues for a thousand or a mllion
years into the future, there is one Book which will never change,
whi ch can never be obsol ete, nor which the wi sdom of nmen can
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surpass. And that Book is the Wrd of God. (The CGol den Text

for Today, vol. 1 [Weaton, IIll.: Van Kanpen Press, 1950], 163)
God' s Message Endureth Forever ... How M racul ous!

For his nerciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the
LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD. (Ps. 117:2)

The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the
word of the Lord endureth for ever. (1 Peter 1:24A25)

Its Preservation

The Scriptures are imortal; they cannot be destroyed. As a contrast,
it is interesting to consider the destruction brought about by the second
Mohammedan cal i ph. Omar | was responsible for transformng a nere
sect into a triunphant nation. He left to his successor a vast enpire,
whi ch included Syria, Palestine, Persia, Egypt, Al exandria, Jerusal em
Tripoli, and many other inportant cities. One of his regrettable acts
was the destruction of 700,000 pricel ess manuscript volunes in the
fanmbus Al exandrian library. He said, "Either these books conformto
the Koran, or they do not. If they do, they are not needed. |If they do
not, they are positively harnful. Therefore Il et them be destroyed"
(quoted in part from Funk anti Wagnall “s Encycl opedia, vol. 18, page
6733).

During the M ddl e Ages, vicious attacks were nade upon nen who
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translated and printed the Bible. Inval uable books were seized and
printers were burned at the stake. WIIliam Tyndal e, the English
translator of the Bible, was born in d oucestershire and educated at
Canbridge University. He began his printing of the English Bible in
Col ogne, but his work was criticized by the ecclesiastical authorities.
Hi s conbi ned transl ati ons were published as Matthew s Bi ble. He was
arrested and inprisoned in Antwerp, and after fifteen years of
i nprisonment, he was tried in 1536. He was burned at the stake on
Oct ober 6th. Ot hers whose schol arshi p hel ped produce the Bible
suffered simlarly, and yet in spite of the persecution, the Scriptures
remain an integral part of international l|ife.

Its Predictions

Probably the npst sensational features of sacred witings are their
phenonenal predictions. At the end of each year popul ar magazi nes
carry innunerabl e forecasts concerning events to take place in the
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following year. It is strange that publishers never apol ogi ze nor explain
why so many of these predictions are never fulfilled. |If one detail proves
to be accurate, psychics becone fanmous overnight; if their forecasts

are wong, the false prophets remain silent. It is astonishing how seers
of a bygone age nmade many predictions and not one of them was

i ncorrect. Mst prophecies concerning Israel, the Messiah, and the
Hebrew nation were fulfilled during the New Testanment era, and sone
statements regarding the church, the world, and the final days of tine
are coming to pass now. The Bible is the nost remarkabl e of al

volumes; it will remain a nystery why peopl e believe the questionable
words of nmediunms and other prognosticators, but seldom if ever

consult the predictions found in the Wrd of CGod.

its Power

The greatest evidence in support of the Scriptures is its power to
transformlife. The libraries of all nations are filled with books that offer
advi ce on innunerabl e subjects. Medical journals supply renedies to
all eviate pain, and scholars offer educational materials to train, develop
and educate students. Yet the only Book that changes human nature is
the Bible. It is thought provoking that emnent scientists who wite
advanced thesis on space and who train astronauts reverently regard
the Scriptures as the greatest of all treasures. Many renowned physicians
who nminister to dying people admt their textbooks are inadequate. The
only reliable source of information on nost subjects is the Bible.
d adstone, the fampus British statesman, called it "The inpregnable
Rock of Holy Scripture." The miracle that transformed Saul the
persecutor into Paul the preacher has been repeated many tines
t hr oughout the ages. The dynami c of the gospel is as potent today as it
was when Sinon Peter preached on the day of Pentecost. Even if al
the copies of the Bible were destroyed, its truth would continue to live
in the souls of mllions of people. Peter was correct when he wote,
"But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which
by the gospel is preached unto you.

God's Mercy Endureth Forever... How Magnifi cent
0 gi ve thanks unto the LORD;, for he is good: for his nercy en-
dureth forever. (Ps. 136:1)

This psalmis one of the nbst intriguing in the entire collection of
sonnets. The identity of the author was never reveal ed, but the inprint

196
of his personality can be clearly seen in his witings. He was a man
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with a single thought on his nmindA "the nercy of the LORD endureth
or ever." That statenent was made twenty-six tines in twenty-six
verses. It was a responsive psalmwitten for use in the tenple. The
priest, or song |leader, chanted the opening part of each verse, and the
congregation answered with "the mercy of the Lord endureth for ever
The sonnet was used at the dedication of Solonobn's tenple (see
2 Chron. 7:3A6) and on innunerabl e occasi ons throughout history.

It has been reported that during the reign of the Ronan enperor
Const anti us, Bishop Athanasius and his congregation were attacked in
their church at Al exandria. Wen Syrianus and his ruthless soldiers
i nvaded the sanctuary to continue their murderous nission, the bishop
sat calmy in his chair and ordered his deacon to commence Psal m 136.

He obeyed and began the song: "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He

is good." The congregation responded "For H's nmercy endureth for

ever." As the soldiers continued their diabolical work, those courageous
martyrs died with a song on their |ips.

Thi s sonnet won an abiding place in the affections of the Hebrew
peopl e. Jehoshaphat, at the battle of Tekoa, referred to its nessage (see
2 Chron. 20:21). It becane the traditional Psal mof Thanksgiving used
at the Jewi sh Passover feast. Am d the distressing circunstances of the
Hebrew nation, the people rejoiced in an unchangi ng truthAthe nercy
of the Lord endureth forever. That thought inspired the psalmst, for
his twenty six verses enbraced eternity. The psal m may be di vi ded into
four sections.

1. God's Provision for His People. "To himwho al one doeth great
wonders." It was evident to the ancient witer that God intended to nake
for His offspring the loveliest of hones. He planted a garden in which
were all things necessary for Adam s survival and happi ness.

2. CGod's Pardon to His People. Unfortunately, the first humans
di sappointed their Creator, and their descendants becane slaves in a
foreign land. The freedom of their hall owed garden was repl aced by
bondage in Egypt. Yet God never left Hi s children, and their deliverance
reveal ed that His nercy could not dimnish

3. CGod's Protection of His People. As the unknown aut hor
rem ni sced, he recalled the nany occasi ons when Jehovah rescued | srae
from danger and servitude. Powerful kings were subdued, urgent needs
supplied, and every valid request of the people granted. Wen they
sinned God extended Hi s favor.

4. God's Presence with His People. During the journey through the
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wi | derness the cloud and the pillar did not depart fromthe tabernacle.
Throughout the rule of the judges, Israel sinned continually but God
continued to help the tribes. It was beyond conprehensi on how He

coul d be so patient. The psalmist could only repeat the statenentAthe
nmercy of the Lord endureth forever. He woul d have appreciated the
words of the Savior: "I amwth you alway, even unto the end of the
wor |l d" (Matt. 28:20).

God's Music Endureth Forever ... How Magnificent
Hi s praise endureth for ever. (Ps. 111:10)

Praise is the overflow of gratitude froma sincere heart. It does not
depend upon circunstances, for Paul and Silas prayed even when their
backs were bl eeding. Praise is nmusic in which discords are never heard.
It is an echo of worship, sonething that always pleases the Lord. The
final statement in the Psal ns says, "Let every thing that has breath praise
the LORD. Praise ye the LORD' (Ps. 150:6). The ancient songwiter
mentioned praise thirteen tines in his final six verses and nentioned
vari ous ways and places in which praise should be heard.

The apostl e John described events taking place before the throne of
God. He wote, "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
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to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeenmed us to God by thy bl ood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and peopl e, and nation; And hast nade us unto our God kings and
priests: and we shall reign on the earth . . . and the nunber of them
was ten thousand tines ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” (Rev.
5:9A11). There are reasons why praise will continue eternally in the
presence of God

A Pl ace of Renenbrance

When God spoke through the prophet |saiah, He said, "For, behold,
| create new heavens and a new earth: and the forner shall not be
renmenbered, nor come into mnd" (lsa. 65:17, enphasis mine). Sone
peopl e believe everything associated with earth will be forgotten amd
the spl endor of the hereafter. That assunption is false. The new world
wi Il be inexpressibly wonderful and what we now know wi |l becomne
insignificant. Yet even if certain things will be forgotten, sone events
wi Il be renenbered forever.

John described an i mense choir and said that an anthemto be sung
will testify of the glory of the Lanb. Saints will sing of their redenption,
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of where and how it happened. He referred to people who were
redeened fromall parts of the world. Whund prints in the Savior's
hands will renind everybody of who transpired on earth.

A Pl ace of Reunion

When Paul wrote to the Thessal oni ans he mentioned two types of
Christians: the dead in Christ, and those who are alive. He stated, "For
the Lord hinself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trunp of God: and the dead in Chri st
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with themin the clouds, to neet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Werefore confort one another with
these words" (1 Thess. 4:16A18, enphasis nmine). The fact that Pau
urged his grieving brethren to use his nmessage as a source of confort
i s suggestive. He believed joyful anticipation should occupy the souls
of bereaved saints. It would hardly be conforting to renmai n unknown
anong i nnuner abl e strangers, but ascending with reunited fanily
menbers would be thrilling!

When Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ on the Munt of
Transfiguration, they did not converse as strangers. Mses |lived
centuries before Elijah was born, but somewhere within the precincts
of the heavenly kingdomthey had becone friends. It was not a cause
for amazenent when they were conmissioned to minister to the King
of angels. Furthernore, although the disciples had never seen the
patriarchs, Peter had no probl emrecognizing them He exclai ned,

"Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us nake here three
t aber nacl es; one for thee, and one for Mses, and one for Elias" (Mtt.
17:4). Is it too much to claimthat if the fishernen from Glil ee knew
saints froma forner age, we will share that capability? If we shall know
strangers, surely it will be easy to recognize, know, and |ove those
nenbers of our famlies who preceded us into God's eternal Kkingdom

Per haps our | oved ones will escort us on our first sight-seeing tour along
the streets of gold!

A Pl ace of Rejuvenation

It remains a matter of extreme regret that the greatest talents
possessed by hunmans are destined to be buried. The people who built
the pyranmids were entonbed within their own creations. The engineers
responsi bl e for bridging enornmous vall eys and scientists and astronauts
who conquer space will die. The nost renowned doctors nust succunb
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to diseases they try to conquer. Kings and queens, nillionaires and
paupers, the great and the lowy will beconme victinms of age, disease,
or death. Apart fromthe gospel of Christ there is no antidote for
advanci ng years. Age is the nodern Goliath that chall enges the

exi stence of hunman beings. It is therefore thrilling to read: "The [ ast
eneny that shall be destroyed is death"” (1 Cor. 15:26).
Age will be unknown in God's world of the future. It is wonderfu

to renenber that when the resurrection of the Savior was announced,
t he speaker was an angel (see Matt. 28:5A6). Angels were created before
Adam and therefore are thousands of years old. Mark described the
same messenger as a young man (see Mark 16:5). |saiah wote of the
reign of Christ on earth and said, "A child shall die an hundred years
old" (lIsa. 65:20). He expressed the fact that death at the age of one
hundred woul d be regarded as the decease of a newborn child. If that
is to happen on earth, longevity will be nore evident in the presence
of Cod.

One of Paul's greatest statements is found in Ephesians 3:21 where
he wote, "Unto him[God] be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
t hroughout all ages, world without end. Aren." The apostle expressed
the eternal existence of the churchAthroughout all ages, and indicated
that the Savior will be the center and circunference of everything
i nportant.
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