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THE WORD ... Who cane, and will cone again from Quter Space
(JOHN 1: 1-14; 1 JOHN 5:7; REVELATION  19: 11-16)

The previous chapter suggested that John | oved to cal
Christ " The Wrd." The apostle believed that Jesus fully
expressed the m nd of God, and preferred this title above al
others. Atogether he wote five New Testament books, but

this thene links themtogether. On three occasions the apostle
wote of The Wrd, and the purpose of this study is to bring
these Scriptures into bold relief.

In the Gospel . . . The Word Wio took man's pl ace-
John I : 1, 18
"No nman hath seen God at any tinme; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him" God is no longer the inscrutable One; no longer is He
to be distant and renote, for He has expressed Hinmself in the
Person of the Son. Christ declared that: (i) Cod | oves.
Against the awe-inspiring background of Sinai, where divine
| aw t hundered against sin; after the nunmerous occasions when
ri ght eousness destroyed the guilty, the fact that God |oved

was a thrilling revelation. (ii) God gave. " For Cod SO
|l oved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. . . ."
The Wrd was made flesh, and dwelt anong us. It was al npst
i nconprehensible that the Ki ng of angel s shoul d becone
man and be identified with sinners; it was alnost unbelievable

that He Who was so rich should beconme so poor; but He did.
" He hunbled hinmself, and becane obedient unto death, even

the death of the cross." (iii) God offers. ". . . that whosoever
believeth in himshould not perish, but have everlasting life."
This message superseded anything ever taught by the rabbis.
It was in the mnd of God that man should share Hs life and

be made partakers of the divine nature, but this would have
remai ned an eternal secret had not God expressed H msel f
t hrough the Word.

In the Epistles . . . The Wrd of heavenly grace-1 John 5:7
As the Church developed and spread t hr ough t he wor | d,
error began to destroy its wunity; and before John went to
join his Lord, he felt constrained to issue stern warnings
against those who nenaced the Christian faith. Awar e of
the presence of nmen who denied that the Wor d had come
in the flesh, he denounced their teaching and reaffirned what
he knew to be true. " For there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Wrd, and t he Hol y Ghost : and
these three are one." The entire passage speaks of the truth;
the witness; the record. " And this is the record, that GCod
hath given to us eternal life, and this Ilife is in his Son
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life " (vv. 11, 12). The Gospel was the truth

of God expressed through the Son, and rejection of its
nmessage was blaspheny, for it mde God to be a liar

Al t hough nen denied its teaching, a Triune Wtness in heaven
eternally vindicated the nessage. As the W rd, in heaven

Jesus expressed a three-fold fact. (i) He had indeed been

offered, for H's hands were scarred. (ii) Hs sacrifice had

been accepted, for God had exalted Hm to power. (iii) Hi's

mnistry at God's right hand was effective, for sinners were

bei ng accepted. His being where He was, proclaimed that He
had not died in vai n. Cod acknow edged this; Chri st

expressed it; and the Holy Spirit came down to earth to

proclaimit.
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In the Revelation . . . the Wrd fromouter space-
Revel ati on 19: 11-16
And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and
he that sat upon him was <called Faithful and True, and in
ri ghteousness he doth judge and nmeke war. H's eyes wer e
as a flame of fire, and on his head were nany crowns. . . .
And he was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood: and his
nane is called The Wrd of God. And t he arm es whi ch

were in heaven foll owed hi mupon white horses . . . and out
of his nmouth goeth a sharp sword, that wth it he should
snmte the nations . . . ... W livein an age when the explora-

tion of outer space seens to be the chief concern of rmany
scientists. Mghty rockets propel sputniks of ever-increasing
size into the sky, and plans are being nade for space stations

fromwhich it is hoped man wll be able to explore distant
pl anets. There is reason to believe that before this happens,
Christ will return to earth. It is noteworthy that in expound-

ing this truth, John retained the sane title. (i) This endorsed
t he message of the Gospel, for " he was clothed with a vesture
dipped in blood.” (ii) It endorsed H's greatness in heaven
for ". . . the armes which were in heaven followed him upon
white horses . . . ... (iii) It endorsed the righteousness of Cod
for " . . . out of his nouth goeth a sharp sword, that wth it
he should smite the nations. . . ." The Lord Jesus Christ is
to return to earth; but for sone people this event wll be
disastrous. Radio and television announcers nay work over-
time; newspapers may be printed in many editions; statesnen
may panic and resign, but Christ wll be here. This could
take place very soon; and if this should be the case, days of
opportunity to get right with God nmay be very few Be in
time. Wile the voice of mercy calls you-be in tine.

Refl ecting Mrrors

During June, 1957, ny wfe and | took ny nother on her
first trip overseas. W went to Italy, and for a few delightfu
weeks travelled t hr ough t hat entranci ng country. M | an

Fl orence, Rone, Naples, Venice: these and many other cities
were included in our itinerary, and in every place wel | -
i nformed guides introduced to us the gems of Italian art. |
can never express t he superl ative magni fi cence of t he
churches; M chael angel o's pai nti ngs and carvi ngs beggar ed
description, and the cataconbs carried us back to tinmes when
persecution drove the Christians under gr ound. W saw so
many works of art painted on lofty ceilings that finally we
devel oped a pain in the neck! W shuddered when the guide
expl ained how the fanpbus painter had lain on his back for
four years in order to paint one ceiling. Yet in the Rospig-
liosi palace in Ronme, we appreciated the thoughtful ness of
the authorities who recognized the strain of [ooking upward.

"The Aurora" is truly a masterpiece, and in order t hat
visitors may view the great painting in confort, a reflecting
mrror has been placed near the door. In this the work of
art can be clearly seen, and tired viewers can sit at ease to
study every detail of the painter's craft. It is doubtful whether

the finer points of the picture would ever be noticed wthout
the help of the mrror

The Cheddar Caves in England are fanpus, and to visit
them is to enjoy an wunforgettable experience. | have seen
caves elsewhere in the world, but none excelled those in Bri-
tain. A small but beautiful cave is at the lower end of the
gorge. This is well worth a visit; but higher up the wvalley are
the I arger caves in which is The Swiss Village. The guide |Ieads
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al ong the darkened passages, and at intervals stops to indi-
cate an ornate piece of Nat ure's handi wor k. Finally he
pauses at a snall font-like rock, and invites his listeners to
Il ook into the pool placidly resting in the shallow depression
There, mirrored perfectly in the water is the reflection of
i nnunerabl e stalactites. At first it is alnmost inpossible to
escape the conclusion that this has been arranged by a clever
technician, for in the water is a picturesque village. The
church with its steeple is clearly defined; the small w nding
streets with houses on both sides are seen in bold relief: the
sight is truly entrancing. Wthout the aid of the reflecting
wat ers, that particular piece of roof would be just another
pi ece of rock upon which the sedinent of the ages had left
a deposit. The placid pool reflects t he wonder of t he
unknown, and is certainly one of Cheddar's greatest treasures.

Both the mrror in Rone and the pool in Cheddar rem nd
us of Christ. It would hardly be possible for sinners to gaze
into the face of the A mghty. Eyes would be strained, the
vision blurred, the feet wunsteady. Travellers in this world
woul d probably proceed on their journey conpletely ignorant
of eternal beauties, had not God decided to reveal Hinself.
Christ is the mirror; in Hmis reflected all the fullness of the
Godhead. At His feet we my sit and watch; into the depth
of His character we nay gaze to see the beauties of the
Infinite. And this is precisely the reason why John called
Jesus the W rd. The Savi our was t he means-t he mrror-
the pool-the nessage by which God chose to reveal Hinself.

The Dentist's Wfe

She was very small, very efficient, very pretty, but very
puzzled. Her husband had been won for Christ three nights
earlier, and his overflow ng happiness had attracted his intel-
lectual wife. Yes, she would like to be a Christian, but
certain things baffled her. Jesus of Nazareth was certainly
a very fine man, but howin the wde wrld could | conscien-
tiously say He was God? Had he not been born of human
parents? Had he not lived as a nan, worked as a nan, and
finally died as a man? H's exanple was superb, but to say
He was divine-well! | indicated the opening verses of John's
Cospel, and when she read, "And the Wor d was Cod, " I
asked if she would tell nme of what earthly use was a word.
She seened a little surprised that | should ask such an ele-
nmentary question, but when | persisted in nmy enquiry, she
expl ained that without words man would be unable to express
hinself. Then | asked how God could reveal Hi nmsel f, or
how coul d any other reveal God? Wwo, in any case, could re-
veal God without first having access to the mind of God? It is
hardly possible to inpart sonething one does not possess.
Suddenly her eyes shone; she was beginning to under st and
how Jesus cane to be a reflecting mrror; that He Wuo shared
the counsels of the Highest was able to express them Wthin
monents we were kneeling at His feet.
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