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THE SAVI OR- WHO OFTEN SPOKE ABOUT HI MSELF
What sayest thou? (John 8:5).

When | was sixteen years of age, | was asked to preach in
my honme church. It was an honor for which I was unprepared.
At the end of the service an elder said, "Son, avoid the letter
"1"; don't speak so nuch about yourself!" Unfortunately, at
that time, 1 had very little Bible know edge and no experience
of what was necessary to be an effective preacher. Many years
later | becane an author, and |I remenbered the old man's
statenent. The continual use of the letter "I" m ght suggest
t he speaker possesses an inflated ego. Authors of repute pre-
fer to wite: "This author thinks," or "This author believes,"”
etc. It is better and wiser to focus attention on a thenme or the
characters connected with it. Unless a personal testinony is to
be presented, it is wise to avoid expressions which night be
detrinental to the nmessage. It is worthy of attention that Jesus
of Nazareth was an exception to this rule. Apparently John
was the only disciple aware that Jesus consistently spoke about
H msel f.

The fourth CGospel reveals how Jesus said:

| am the Messiah (John 4:25-26).

| amthat bread of life (John 6:48).

| amthe light of the world (John 8:12).
| amthe door (John 10:7).

| am the good shepherd (John 10:14).

| amthe way (John 14:6).

| amthe truth (John 14:6).

| amthe Iife (John 14:6).

I amthe vine (John 15:5).

| am GOD!' (John 18:5).

There were reasons why the Lord did this. Earlier the
prophets predicted H's coming to earth, and later the apostles
repeated what Christ taught. The Savior clained He was the

157

only way by which sinners could approach God. There was

no ot her spokesnan capable of explaining that fact. If Christ
had renmi ned silent, the Gospel of the grace of God woul d
never have been heard. It is inportant to renmenber Jesus
constantly directed nen and wonen to Hinsel f, saying, "Cone
unto ne, all ye that | abour and are heavy laden, and | wll
give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Sernmons which do not introduce
listeners to Christ are uninspired. Mss Fanny Crosby wote
del i ght ful words.

Tell me the story of Jesus,

Wite on ny heart every word;
Tell me the story nost precious,
Sweet est that ever was heard.
Tell how the angels, in chorus,
Sang as they wel coned H's birth,
"Gory to God in the highest!
Peace and good tidings to earth.”

Tell of the Cross where they nailed H m
Withing in angui sh and pain;
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Tell of the grave where they laid H m
Tell how He |iveth again.
Love in that story so tender,
Cl earer than ever | see:
Stay, let ne weep while you whisper
Love paid the ransom for ne.

Every claim nmade by the Savior was of the utnost inpor-
tance, but when sone of them are considered in sequence, it
becones easy to understand the significance of H s renarks.

I Amthe Door ... How Significant (John 10:9)

There was only one door in a sheepfold. The walls were
sufficiently high to exclude maraudi ng beasts. \Wen the Sav-
ior delivered this nessage, every listener understood the sig-
nificance of Hs words. If the sheepfold were the hone of the
sheep, the ki ngdom of God was the true sanctuary of Cod's
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sheep. Jesus said: "I amthe way, the truth, and the life: No
man conmeth unto the Father, hut by me" (John 14:6).

Del uded people insist there are many ways by which to
enter God's kingdom It is said that Mislins, Buddhists, and
ot her peopl e can reach heaven by observing their own reli -
gious rites. It cannot be overenphasi zed that these doctrines
are fal se. Jesus taught He was the only door of the sheepfold.
The apostl e Peter enphasized al so that fact when he said:
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
ot her nanme under heaven gi ven anong nen, whereby we rnust
be saved" (Acts 4:12).

| Amthe Good Shepherd... How Supportive (John 10:11)

Wthin a | and where shepherds and their flocks could be

seen every day, it was to be expected that Jesus would refer to
them Hi s exanple was followed by the disciples, who through-
out their mnistry, referred to Christ as the Shepherd of God' s
sheep. Jesus called H nself the good shepherd. The witer to

the Hebrews said He was the great shepherd (Heb. 13:20).

The apostle Peter stated Christ was the chief shepherd (1

Peter 5:4). There appears to be an interesting devel opment in
the three expressions. A good shepherd night be any man

i ntensely devoted to his flock, A great shepherd seens to

inply distinction of service, skill in finding excellent pasture,
and bravery in defending the flock. Wien the Lord was naned

t he chief shepherd, the apostle ascribed to Hi man honor not
shared with another. As Paul wote: "He was far above all™
(see Eph. 4:10).

The Savi or spoke of thieves and robbers who could not be
trusted. They brought death, whereas He cane to give life, and
life nore abundant (see John 10:10). The sheep not only recog-
ni zed the voice of their shepherd, they were content to foll ow
H m The Lord al so nentioned hirelings who accepted respon-
sibility for services never rendered. They quit their post when-
ever nore lucrative enploynent becane avail able. Jesus said,
"They cared not for the sheep." It is difficult to avoid the
conclusion that their kind are still living! Jesus was never a
shepherd; He worked in a carpenter's shop, but neverthel ess,
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H's early years were spent in a locality where sheep were a
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vital part of daily life. When in spare nonents He wal ked in
the fields, Hi s eyes becane msty, for He was destined to be-
cone the Shepherd who would lay down His Iife for the sheep
He said: "And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold:
themalso | must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd"” (John 10:16). Christ antic-
i pated the time when He would be the Leader of God's interna-
tional flocks, and the song of all believers would be

Wiere He leads ne, | will follow

I Amthe Light of the World ... How Sufficient (John 8:12)

This statenment was a bright star shining in a very dark sky.
A desperate wonan had been accused of comritting adultery,
and her captors were desirous of an i medi ate execution
Jesus had thwarted their plan, and conpletely anmazed, she
stared into the face of her Benefactor. It was difficult to be-
lieve that the arrogant Jews had gone away. Then the Lord
said, "Wonan, where are those thine accusers? hath no nman
condemmed t hee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said
unto her, Neither do |I condem thee: go, and sin no nore"
(John 8:10-11). Afterward the Savior said, "I amthe |ight of
the world: he that followeth ne shall not wal k in darkness,
but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12).

Had any other man uttered those words, he would have be-
come an object of scorn. Throughout history several m sguided
| eaders desired to rule the world, but everybody knows what
happened to them Yet Jesus, who had no arm es to support His
cause, no bank bal ance from which to pay expenses, and no
organi zation to advertise H's virtue ultinately proved what He
claimed to be. The story of His birth, Iife, death, and resurrec-
tion has thrilled all nations. Cannibals have been transforned,
crimnals changed by the power of divine |ove, and outcasts so
i nfluenced, they devoted their lives to H s cause. The |ight of
t he Gospel shines throughout the world, and sonmeday all na-
tions wll worship at Hs feet. It can be truthfully said:
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The people that wal ked i n darkness have seen a great |ight:
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the |ight shined (Isa. 9:2).

During nmy stay in Africa, | spoke with a Zulu one day and
asked how many cows he woul d have to pay for the daughter
of a chief. Rolling his eyes and lifting his arns, he replied,
"Qooo, anyt'ing up to fifty." | looked with a snile at that
fellow, Sarmuel, and told himthat perhaps, after all, his people
were better off than the Europeans. He was so puzzled | had
to explain what | neant.

"Sanuel, you pay to get a wife. The white man pays be-
cause he's 'got' one." He thought for a monment, then his
radi ance shone forth, and he said, "Tha's so, Master, tha's
So.

"Sanuel ," | said, "I know of Another who had to buy his
wi fe. Once there was a great Man who so | oved poor sinners
that He wanted to 'marry’ them He wanted themto be near
Hmfor ever. H's name was Jesus, and He wanted a church as
Hi s Bride-but He had to buy her. Yes, He was very wealthy,
for the Bible-the white nman's book-says that every beast
of the forest is His, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. Yet
all Hs cattle were not enough to pay for His bride. He had to
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pay a greater price. Sanuel, do you know what He had to
do?"

"Yes, Master, He had to give Hinself-He died for us." |
marveled as | listened, for at that nonent, into the boy's eyes
came an exqui site tenderness. | wondered what David Living-
stone woul d have said had he been present.

| Am... the Truth ... How Substantiated (John 14:6)
Wthin a world of conflicting ideas it is sonmetines difficult
to recognize truth. Teanms of eloquent |awers argue agai nst
each other, and enornous sunms of noney are spent trying to
ascertain what is true and what is false. This is very evident
anong religious people. Since the beginning of the Christian
era, men disputed the clainms of Christ, and successive edi-
tions of the Scriptures claimed to be superior to predecessors.
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When conflicting opinions are expressed, people generally
say, 'It is a natter of interpretation." It is sonetines difficult
to decide which of the ideas is correct, Wen Jesus stood
before Pilate, He was asked, "What is truth?" \Wen Phari sees
and Sadducees argued, ordinary citizens hardly knew what to
bel i eve. Jesus said, "I amthe truth," and stated a fact which
has endured through tine. He was the enbodi nent of truth,
t he Spokesman for the Alm ghty. Wat He taught was neant
to be the standard by which all opinions would be accepted or
rejected. When His authority is ignored, stability and reason
are destroyed. The clai mmade by the Savi or has been sub-
stantiated in various ways.

When the Lord was upon the Munt of Transfiguration
"Behol d a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is ny
bel oved Son, in whom | amwell pleased; hear ye hin (Matt.
17:5). CGod endorsed the teaching of Christ because, as John
said, Jesus was THE WORD (see John 1:1-2, 14). The only
function for a word is the conveyance of thought. Jesus was
the neans by which God reveal ed H nsel f. Wat was
expressed was witten, and the Bible became a |ight shining
in the world s darkness. If nations would listen to, and obey,
the instructions of the Almghty, earth's problens would
di sappear.

I Amthe True Vine ... How Sustaining (John 15:1)

Pal estine was filled with vineyards; people worked in them
every day. The prosperity of the nation depended upon the
producti on of grapes. When Jesus stated He was THE TRUE
VI NE, He suggested many things. As the husbandnan devoted
his attention to the cultivation of fruit, so God was supportive
of everything done by the Savior. The Lord said, "M Father
i s the husbandman" (John 15:1), and He referred to the words
of the psalm st who conpared Israel to a vine planted by
Jehovah (see Ps. 80:8). The Savi or enphasized that He was
the true vine; all others were insignificant.

Christ was the Vine which drew nourishnent from
i nexhaustible rivers. Jesus taught that every believer was a
branch through which Hs life could flow The entire plan of
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sal vation was expressed in this parable. God was in charge of

the operation. Jesus was the Vine through which the Al m ghty

perfected H s plans. The branches were used in the production
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of fruit which would enrich the nations. Jesus never hesitated
to state His claim for this was a fact that needed to be
publici zed.

| Am .. God!. .. HowSt rong(Johnl &56)

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should cone upon

him went forth, and said unto them whom seek ye? They

answered him Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them | AM
As soon then as he had said unto them!| AM they went

backward, and fell to the ground (John 18: 4-6).

Throughout His mnistry, by word and deed, Jesus i ndicat-
ed He was infinitely nore than a nere nan: He clained to be
equal with God. The Jew sh people denied that fact, but they
had no illusions about H's nmessage. Their accusation before
Pilate was sel f-explanatory. "He ought to die, because he nade
hinsel f the Son of God" (John 19:7). There were, and stil
are, nmen and novenents which deny the deity of Christ, but
the people who crucified the Lord clearly understood H s
words. It is interesting to observe that when they charged Hm
wi th bl aspheny, He never denied the accusation, for it was
true. He did make H nsel f equal with the Al mghty. The

apostl e John wote:

In the beginning was the Wrd, and the Wrd was with God,

and the Word was God. . . . And the Wrd was made fl esh

and dwelt anmong us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (John
1:1, 14).

The greatest endorsenent of the clainms of Christ was
provided in the Garden of GCethsemane, when a | arge crowd
was overwhel ned by a nani festation of divine power. Wen
the Lord confronted Hi s enenies, H s najesty shone through
the barrier of flesh and the glory of the Al m ghty overwhel med
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the forces of evil. Centuries earlier, Mses asked for evidence
to prove he had been authorized to deliver Israel, and God
said, "Tell themthe | AM sent you' (see Exod. 3:13-14). A
forner President of the United States of Anerica, Ronald

Regan, was correct when he said, "If Jesus of Nazareth were

not what He clainmed to be, He was the greatest charlatan who
ever lived." Any diligent student can count the occasi ons when
Jesus used a personal pronoun to enhance H's clains. \Wat

He said was so vital that had He remained silent, even the
stones woul d have protested! (see Luke 19:40).
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