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Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre
and Sidon. And, behold, a woman at Canaan came out of the
sane coasts, and cried unto him saving, Have nercy on ne,

0 Lord, thou Son of David: ny daughter is grievously vexed
with a devil (Matthew 15:21, 22).

And it cane to pass the day after, that he went into a city
call ed Nain; and many of his disciples went with him and
much peopl e. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city,
behol d, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his
not her, and she was a wi dow. and nuch people of the city

was with her (Luke 7:11,12).

He |l eft Judea, and departed again into Galilee. And he nust

needs go through Samaria. Then coneth he to a city of

Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there.
Jesus the retore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the
well: and it was about the sixth hour (John 4:3,6).

It is interesting to discover that although the Savior visited
certain places many tines, there were others to which He only
went once. It may he difficult to explain H's actions, hut always
the special journey led to an extraordi nary event. The center of
Christ's ministry was indisputably in Galilee. and probably in
the city of Capernaum where He preached many of H s sernons.
Jesus was also a frequent visitor to Bethany, and, since that
village was only six mles fromJerusalem it may he assumed
He often visited the city of David. Perhaps He nade repeated
visits to other places, but it nay be significant that the Bible
mentions only one visit to Tyre and Sidon, Sychar's Wll, and
the city of Nain. Apparently the Lord made special efforts to
reach those areas, because in each place was a woman urgently
needi ng assi stance. The three occasions supply evidence of H's
concern for distressed people.

The Determi ned Wonan ... Acting
Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre
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and Sidon. And behold a woman of Canaan cane out of the

sane coasts, and cried unto him saying. Have nercy on ne.

o] Lord, thou Son of David; ny daughter is grievously vexed
with a devil (Matt. 15:21A22).

The Syropheni ci an woman was very apprehensive, for she was
about to attenpt the inpossible! Jesus. the Heal er from Nazareth.
was approaching her city. and, in the presence of a great crowd of
spectators. she planned to beconme an actress. Later when she
rem nisced, the folly of her attenpt woul d becone apparent. but
she was desperate. Her daughter's life was in dancer

She had often watched the crowds going south to attend the great
nmeetings in Capernaum and had heard nany testinonies of Christ's
ability to assist afflicted people. Her neighbors always enphasized
the Preacher was a Jew. and their attitude rem nded her she was a B
Gentile, an outsider, a dog! Nevertheless, the condition of her childA
possibly recurring attacks of epilepsyAwas deteriorating. It was
said the sickness was related to denbn possessi on and was incur-
abl e. Capernaum was about one hundred mles to the south of her
home. She had no transportation, and it was unw se either to |eave
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her girl or expect the afflicted daughter to travel that distance. Then
one day she heard that Jesus was about to visit her city. Could it be
possi bl e that He woul d hel p her? The Jews woul d be indignant at
t he suggestion, but when she considered the possibility, she becane
excited. The Man fromthe south did not know her. |f she dressed as
did the Jewesses in her conmunity it mght be possible to deceive
H m She spoke Hebrew fluently. Her plans to deceive the Lord
were pathetic, but sincere.

The crowds were jostling each other for better viewpoints
and the Lord was sniling as H's party approached t he anxi ous
not her. Suddenly, her electrifying cry echoed down the street.
"Jesus, thou Son of David, have nercy on ne." Her request was
apparently unheard as the Lord continued speaking to His friends.
The disciples were enbarrassed as they whi spered, "Master, if
you do not intend to help her, send her away. People are watching
and listening. This is not a good start to our visit." He replied. "I
am not sent but unto the | ost sheep of the house of Israel." She
instantly replied, "If you are sent to the |ost sheep of the house
of Israel, help me." Maybe the Lord sighed; she had continued
her effort to deceive Hm She was a Gentile, and was not a
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descendant of David. Her initial request "Thou son of Daivd" was
an affront to the Hebrew heritage. Her second request indicated

she had passed the point of no return. "Wrman, it is not neet to
take the children's bread and to cast it to dogs."

The nother trenbled. for she had failed in her task. No per-
son coul d deceive Jesus. He understood her innopst thoughts.

Her hair was probably touching the ground when that realization
overwhel med her soul. Then suddenly. she put back her head.

| ooked into His face, and said. "Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of
the crunmbs which fall fromtheir nmasters' table." Even the an-

gels mght have smled when Christ replied. "O wonan, great is

thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt." And her daughter

was nade whole fromthat very hour. "OF course, little lady. |

shall be thrilled to grant your request. but that could not be done
until you were honest both with yourself and with Me."

Then a strange thing happened. "Peter. John, all of you. let us
return.” There is no record that Jesus performed any other mracle
nor addressed any audience in the area. Apparently His only rea-
son for visiting Tyre and Sidon was to neet that devoted nother
The next verse in Matthew s gospel says: "And Jesus departed
fromthence, and canme nigh unto the sea of Galilee: and went up
into a nountain, and sat down there. And great nultitudes cane
unto hint (Matt. 15:29). This was His only visit to Tyre and
Si don. Tenporarily He had abandoned the crowded neetings in
Capernaumto visit a hel pl ess woman who |ived one hundred
mles away. How great were Hi s perception. patience. and power.'

The Defiled Wman.. . Asking

Per haps the disciples of Christ were disturbed as they trudged
al ong behind their Master. The day was di sgustingly hot, the
at nrosphere heavy and oppressive, and the dust disturbed by many
feet clung as a thin layer of cement to their perspiring faces.
Every sensible citizen was about to enjoy a siesta, and even the
dogs were beginning to sleep. Wiy the Lord could not wait a
few hours until traveling conditions inmproved was difficult to
under st and!

"And [Jesus] must needs go through Samaria. Then coneth he
to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was
there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
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the well: and it was about the sixth hour"' (John 4:4A6). The disci-
pl es | ooked at the nearby city and made their excuses to |eave. It
was lunch tinme. They were hungry. The shops woul d soon be
closing for several hours.. Provisions were needed! It is not known
how many di sciples were with the Lord on this occasion, but in
any case, one man could have purchased all that was needed. That
they all went into the city indicated their intense desire to escape
fromthe heat. It was regrettable that they ni ssed one of the npst
thrilling episodes in the life of the Savior. If all the disciples went
into the city. how did John know the details of a conversation he
never heard' ? Is it possible that at a later date the Lord told His
friend all that transpired on that unpl easant afternoon'?

"There coneth a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus
saith unto her, Gve ne to drink. . . . Then saith the woman of
Samaria unto him Howis it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink
of me, which ama wonan of Samaria? for the Jews have no
dealings with the Sanmaritans" (John 4:7, 9). The Sanaritans were
related to the Hebrews who were pernmitted to renain in the |and
when the rest of the population was taken to Babyl on. They
intermarried with pagans. and when the prisoners returned from
captivity, aninosity increased between the two parties. Samari -
tans believed that a sanctuary had been erected by Joshua on
Mount Gerazim and they accused the Jews of erecting an unau-
thorized tenple in Jerusalem Samaritans and Hebrews detested
each other, and this fact nmade the worman ask, "How is it that
t hou, being a Jew, askest drink of ne, which ama worman of
Samaria' ? for the Jews have no dealings with the Sanmaritans.”

The Lord responded by saying: "If thou knewest the gift of
God, and who it is that saith to thee. Gve nme to drink; thou
woul dest have asked of him and he woul d have given thee
living water" (John 4:10). That wonan resenbl ed nodern peo-
pl e who have no conception of Christ's ability to supply spiri-
tual refreshnent. She was evidently astoni shed when He sai d.
"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whoso
drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst: but
the water that | shall give him shall be in hima well of living
wat er springing up into everlasting life" (John 4:13A14). Yet.
even then she did not conprehend the nmeaning of Hi s statenent.
She replied, "Sir, give ne this water, that | thirst not, neither
cone hither to draw' (John 4:15). Her eyes were only opened
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when she di scovered He knew the secrets of her sinful life.
When she testified to the other Samaritans she said. "Cone. see
a man which told me all things that ever | did: Is not this the
Christ'?" (John 4:29). Her influence on the townspeople was evi -
dent when they said: "Now we believe not because of thy sav-
ing: for we have heard hi moursel ves, and know that this is
i ndeed the Christ. the Savior of the world" (John 4:42).

It was only then that the reason for Christ s visit to Sychar's
wel | becane evident. H's nission had been acconplished: He
never went there again. Evidently He saw the end fromthe be-
gi nni ng. He knew the imoral woman was not permitted to
draw water at any other tinme, for to be seen in her conpany was
an encouragenent for gossip. Yet, when the salvation of nany
peopl e was in question, no risk was too great to take. The Lord
made a special effort to reach the well at m dday.

The Di stressed Wnan ... Appreciating
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And it cane to pass the day after, that he went into a city
call ed Nain; and many of his disciples went with him and
much peopl e. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city.
behol d, there was a dead nman carried out. the only son of his
not her, and she was a wi dow, and nmuch people of the city
was with her (Luke 7:11A12).

Jesus only made one visit to Nain, and it is interesting to
know He arrived at the right place at the preci se nonent when
He was needed. Probably the nother whom He net was beyond
tears. This was the second tine she had been bereaved: she was
a wi dow. Age, accident, or sickness had taken her husband. Wen
the man died, her affection was |avished upon an only son. Al as,
he al so had been taken, and if his nother were |ike other people.
she asked, "Wy has God forsaken nme?" There appeared to be
no reason to continue her life, but the body had to be buried, and
wearily, the nother began the journey to the graveside.

The procession was noving along at a normal speed until the
pal | bearers approached the gate of the city. There was nuch
congestion, for many people of the community were present.

Perhaps the fanmly had been well known. Muybe the son had
hel d sone public office, and his death aroused synpathy through-
out the city. The gateway was narrow, and an inconm ng crowd
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i npeded the progress of the procession. Men tried to nove aside
to allow the funeral to proceed. but there was not enough room
for everybody. The tearful nother was anxious. Her son's body
| ay upon a plank-like frame which rested on the shoul ders of
men. The increasing crush from bystanders was distressing. The
corpse mght fall to the ground. Instinctively she clasped her
hands, and then she saw t he Stranger

"And when the Lord saw her, he had conpassi on on her, and
said unto her. Wep not. And he cane and touched the bier: and
they that bare him[the young man] stood still. And he said
Young nman. | say unto thee. Arise. And he that was dead sat up
and began to speak. And he delivered himto his nmother" (Luke
7:13A15). It was significant that on the day when Jesus visited
Nain. He arrived at the preci se nonment when a funeral proces-
sion was passing through the gateway. Had the Lord been a
mnute |ater, the funeral would have been out of the city and on
its way to the burial ground. Had the Savior been a nminute
earlier. He al so woul d have been through the gate and proceed-
ing on Hs way. He knew exactly what he was doing and arrived
intime to help a distressed not her

As far as is known, that was His only visit to Nain. "And he
delivered himto his nother." The woman's arnms were around her
boy, but her eyes were focused on the Savior. Perhaps she never
uttered a word, but her face said all that needed to be said. Wrds
could not express the gratitude filling her soul. Until the end of tine
she woul d renenber the Stranger whose eyes becane pool s of
del i ght when He saw her grief being replaced by gl adness. Wen
she took her boy home the nother probably prepared a neal for
him but her thoughts were with the Savior. She had never net a
man such as He. He was the chief anbng ten thousand, the altogeth-
er lovely one, who had come to the city to help her

To conclude this study let it be repeated that Jesus went once
to the follow ng places: Tyre and Sidon, Sychar's Wll, and the
city of Nain. He earnestly desired to help three troubled wonen
and refused to pernit inconvenience to change Hi s plans. This
out standi ng fact should help people know it is better to | ook for
H's arrival than to mourn H s absence.
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