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"l ooking for that bl essed hope, and tbe gl orious appearing of tbe
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13).
Webster's Dictionary defines hope as "confidence in a future

event; the highest degree of well-founded expectation of good."

Hope is a golden thread to he seen in all parts of the Bible; it is a

diamond with brilliant facets and appears at |east forty~ght tinmes

in the New Testanment The aposfie Peter wote, "Blessed he the

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his

abundant nercy hath begotten us again unto a lively (living) hope

by the resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe dead" (1 Peter 1:3).

Pet er believed hope was an irnportant by-product of regeneration, a

fountain of living water arising within the soul to overcone doubt

and bani sh despair.

A Savi ng Hope... How Redenptive

"For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?" (Rom 8:24). A man
does not hope for something already in his possession. Rejoicing in
what he has, he anticipates nore! Salvation, the forgiveness of sin
and everlasting life are gifts of God's grace, but the hope of the
church is to be saved fromsin's presence. Watever Christians have
received, it is nothing conpared with what God has in store for
theia It is difficult for a true believer to be conpletely satisfied
upon the earth. He |l ooks for "a city which hath foundations, whose
bui | der and maker is God" (Heb. 11:10).

A Sure Hope... How Reliable

"Whi ch hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil" (Heb. 6:19).
The witer of this letter was careful to indicate that "strong consol a-
tion" was sonething acquired by those "who fled for refuge" to
Christ. The sane kind of word was used for those who went to the
cities of refuge in Israel A good anchor never drifted. Evidently, a
man's faith in Christ should endure at all tines.

A Splendid Hope... How Reassuring
"Bl essed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
hat h begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
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of Jesus Christ fromthe dead" (1 Peter 1:3). Whatever hope the
bel i ever possessed prior to his regeneration, it increased greatly
after his conversion to Christ. Peter nentioned "an inheritance in-
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you" (1 Peter 1:4). The aposfie's words covered a w de
span from bankruptcy to benevol ence, fromrags to riches, from
unashamed w ckedness to unlimted wealth. That hope thrilled the
soul and provided the encouragenment needed to live triunphantly.

A Special ..... . How Renar kabl e

"Now our Lord Jesus Christ hinmself, and God, even our Father
whi ch hath | oved us, and hath given us everlasting consol ati on and
and good hope through grace" (2 Thess. 2:16). God al ways gives
| avishly; there are no strings to Hs offers and no tinme limt to
deprive people of their possessions in Christ. Everlasting life is
foll owed by everlasting consol ati on. Looking back |eads to regret;
to |l ook ahead is to rejoice. A good hope is unquestionably encour-
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aging; it can never be false, and it cannot be deni ed.

A Sanctifying Hope... How Rew arding

"But we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be |ike him
for we shall see himas he is. And every nan that hath this hope in
himpurifieth hsnself, even as he is pure" (1 John 3:2-3). As brides
anticipate pleasing their bridegroons, so Christians yearn for the
Marriage of the Lanmb. To love Christ is to desire to please Hm
Purification is not automatic; it demands effort, and a deliberate
renunci ation.

A Soot hi ng Hope... How Reviving

"That ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them al so which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with .... . Werefore confort one
anot her with these words" (1 Thess. 4:13-14, 18). Paul believed
saints who died were absent fromthe body, and present with the
Lord (see 2 Cor. 5:8). He explained that believers will possess
bodies "like unto Christ's glorious body" (Phil. 3:21). Wen the
Savior returns, the nortal will put on imortality and glorified
saints will live in new bodies forever. Paul believed that nessage
was a cure for broken hearts!
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THE PROM SE OF A GREAT RESURRECTI ON

"For this we say unto you by the word of the lord, that we which
are alive and remain unto the comng of the lord shall not prevent
them whi ch are asleep. For the lord hinself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trunp of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to neet the lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the lord" (1 Thess. 4:15-17).

When the Lord instructed H s disciples concerning the forthcom
ing ministry of the Holy Spirit, He said "Howheit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is cone, he will guide you into all truth" (John
16:13). Nevertheless, Christ did not pronise this would be accom

pl i shed instantaneously. Sonetines, illumnation and understandi ng
come in a nonent; at others, the |earning process is devel oped
gradual | y.

Luke, in describing the death of Stephen, said, "He fell asleep”
(Acts 7:60). The bel oved physician used the word kai naonai whi ch
is found 18 tinmes in the New Testament It refers to slunber or
taking of a rest in sleep. It is used in John 11:13 in reference to the
death of bi~s. The early Christians considered death to be falling
into a deep sleep fromwhich they woul d awaken in the Resurrec-
tion. Neverthel ess, being asleep did not nean they were dead! Pau
progressed in his understanding of truth.

Deep Sleep... Restricting
When David died, it was witten, "So David slept with his fa-
thers, and was buried in the city of David" (1 Kings 2:10). Egyp-
tians believed in another world; their kings and queens were buried
with many articles thought to be needed on the journey to the
hereafter. The Hebrews were different They consi dered death to be
a place of inactivity where the deceased sl unmbered with ancestors.
The idea of |ife beyond the tonb was undevel oped’ and even
during the mnistry of Jesus the Sadducees denied the possibility of
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a future existence, believing death nmeant separation, inactivity, and
physi cal extinction. The Pharisees rejected their doctrine, teaching
there was life after death.
The fffst nman to believe in imortality was Job, whose faith
shone brilliantly in the darkness of his surroundings (see Job 19:25).
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Departed Souls... Renenbering

The teaching of Jesus was concise, clear, and convincing. He
i nsi sted death was a highway to another world. That physica
bodi es remai ned in the ground was undeni able, but Christ differ-
entiated between the body and its human tenant. When he spoke
of a certain rich man, He said, "The rich nman also died, and was
buried: And in hell (hades), he lifted up his eyes, being in tor-
ments" (Luke 16:22-23).

Questions which are difficult to answer arise fromthis Scrip-
ture. The rich man's body was buried in the ground, yet after-
ward he spoke of fingers and tongues, and it is difficult to envisage
such menbers without their belonging to bodies! The man was
i n possession of his faculties as were Abraham and Lazar us.
These nen were not "sleeping with their fathers!" They were not
in the i Mmedi ate presence of God, but in an internediary place
cal l ed Paradi se (see Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4). The Lord's nes-
sage suggested the place of the departed had two areas; one for
the unrighteous dead; the other for those who | oved and served
Lord.

Delivered ....... Rej oi ci ng
Peter said, "David is not yet ascended into the heavens" (see

Acts 2:34), and that applied to all AOd Testanent believers.
When the Savior renoved sin, He opened a way into the pres-
ence of God, proclainmed deliverance to the captives, and led a
mul titude of believers to heaven (see Eph. 4:8). This glorious
revel ati on enabl ed Paul to speak about being "absent fromthe
body, and to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5:8). It was
significant that when Christ spoke to the dying thief, He did
not mention "sleeping with the fathers." The man's body was
buried in a crinmnal's grave, but he went with Christ to "be
present with the Lord."

Definite Statements... Reviewed

Teachi ng concerning "soul -sl eep" is obsol ete~hristians do
not remain in their grave until the day of resurrection; they are
present with Christ. Wthin God's real mbodies are not essenti al
Nevert hel ess, when Christ returns to earth acconpanied by H's
saints, nortality will put on imortality. At the sound of the
trunp, "The dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
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alive and renain shall be caught up together with themin the
clouds, to neet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:1~17). That will be the greatest event in the
hi story of the hunman race.

But, Lord, 'tis for Thee;
for Thy conming we wait;
The sky, not the grave is our goal
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THE PROM SE OF A HEAVENLY PROCESSI ON

"And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and

he that sat upon himwas called Fait~l and ..... . His eyes
were as aflanme offire, and on his head were nany crowns..

And the armies which were in heaven foll owed hi mupon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean... And he hath
on his vesture and on his thigh a nane wi aen,

KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS" (Rev. 19:11-16).

The nost sensational event in the history of nmankind will take
pl ace when a glittering procession begins at the throne of God and
ends on the nount of dives. Mddemtechnol ogy enables nen to
wal k on the noon, and even children take for granted things which
were ridiculed by their grandparents. Nevertheless, there are strict
limtations to the acconplishnments of astronauts who depend upon
Iife-support systens and rocket-propelled vehicles. The idea of ele-
gant riders upon white horses descendi ng through the clouds stag-
gers the imagi nation. People are accustoned to watching stars falling
t hrough space, yet only prophets inspired by God coul d have de-
scribed events destined to amaze angels and nmen. In all parts of the
earth, either by natural eyesight or television, nations will see a
glittering procession descending to earth and watch as the King of

Ki ngs stands upon the Munt of Oives. \What happens thereafter
provi des the nbst exciting reading in the Bible.

The Unchanged Christ... How Thrilling
When the Savi or ascended fromthe Munt of dives, angels
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announced He would "so conme in |ike manner, as ye have seen him
go into heaven" (Acts 1:11). The words "this sane Jesus" pro-
claimed H's unchanging immortality. The sane Christ who had
traversed the roads of Palestine would return to repeat Hi s actions.
He woul d be the same Jesus, attractive, unspeakably wonderf ul
agel ess, and accessi ble. The disciples had known H m upon the
earth; they would recognize Hmagain in the city of David. Wen
astronauts return from space they are protected fromthe danger of a
fiery re~ntry and the gravitational pull of earth. Christ will not
requi re such ingenuity. As He ascended slowy but surely, into the
sky, so will He return. He will not need protection to offset any
danger. Every force in existence will be subject to His will.

169

The Unchal | enged Conquest... How Tinely

As a contrast to the serenity of heaven, earth will be enbroiled in
the agony of a global war. The land of Israel will be filled with
bl oodshed as hostile nations try to annihilate the Jews. Twothirds of
the people will perish, but the returning Messiah will rescue one-
third of H's people (Zech. 13:89). Wen the Jews and their friends
are threatened wth disaster, God's atomic power will bring relief
(Zech. 14:12), and a nation will be born in a day. God's victory wll
be unchal |l enged, for H's enemes will be dead. Astonished, ashaned,
but profoundly grateful, the surviving Israelis will fall at H's feet.
"Th that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalemfor sin and uncl eanness" (Zech
13:1). "And the Lo~ shall be king over all the earth: in that day
shall there be one |oso, and his name one" (Zech. 14:9).

The Unsurpassed Coronation... How Trenendous

The nations of the world have becone accustoned to the tel evi sed
i nauguration of United States presidents and the coronation of British
nmonar chs. Such events will fade into insignificance when the Prince
of Heaven is crowned King of Kings in Jerusal eimDbDaniel predicted,

"And fromthe tine that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and

t he abomi nati on that maketh desol ate set up, there shall be a thousand

two hundred and ninety days" (approxinmately three and a half years).

Dani el proceeded to say, "Blessed is he that waiteth, and coneth to

the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy

way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of
the days" (Dan. 12:11-13).

Jerusal em which for centuries was "trodden down of the Gen-
tiles,” will beconme the center of earth's attention, the nost glittering
city in existence. The coronation of the Jewi sh Messiah will be
al nrost beyond description. Even angels will rejoice when the an-
cient promse is fulfilled. "And, behold, thou... shalt call his nane
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto himthe throne of his father David:

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his
ki ngdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:31-33).

170
THE PROM SE OF JERUSALEM S GREATEST DAY
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"He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Hi ghest;
and the lord God shall give unto himthe throne of his father
Davi d: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdomthere shall be no end" (Luke 1:32-33).

There is an indescribable sonething about Jerusal emthat nmakes it
different fromall other cities in the world. Fromthe day when David
captured the city of the Jebusites, the place has been the nobst inpor-
tant center in history. Jerusal em has been artacked nmany tinmes and on
seventeen different occasions totally destroyed. Yet it survived the
onsl aught of beseiging armes, and on the ashes of the past new
bui | di ngs were erected. Titus and his Ronman | egions attacked Jerusa-
lemin 70 A.D., and the tenple was conpl etely denoli shed.

The city remai ned under Arab control for centuries, and it was
not until the end of the fanmpus six-day war in 1967 that Jews
regai ned control of their capital. Limtations are still inposed on the
Hebr ew popul ation; they are not pernmtted to denonstrate nor wor-
ship in the tenple area. Arab policenmen patrol and guard the Msque
of Qmar. Many peopl e believe peace will never be an actual fact in
Jerusalemuntil the Messiah solves the problens which have trou-
bled the Mddle East for centuries. The Bible reveals that God in-

tends to make Jerusalemthe greatest city in the world.
Many years ago God said to David, "And thine house and thy
ki ngdom shal | be established for ever before thee: thy throne shal
be established for ever" (2 Sam 7:16). That nmessage was repeated
when | saiah said, "OF the increase of his governnent and peace
there shall be no end" (Isa. 9:7). The greatest pronise of all was
given to Mary. God said, "And the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David; And he shall reign over the house
of Jacob for ever" (Luke 1:32-33). These prom ses have never
been fulfilled; the nost exciting events in time are yet to take
pl ace.
Mor nons believe Christ will establish his kingdomin the United
States of America, and to support their theory they refer to their own
t ext book which they believe to be inspire~ This is conmon practice
for exponents of non-Biblical doctrines-to rely on books thought to
be nore inportant than the Scriptures. Evidently they forget or
i gnore the warnings of God in Revel ation 22:1819.
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A Day of Israel's Distress... Problenms Resol ved

Thr oughout the centuries, Jews endured many trials. Their great-
est difficulty arose fromthe failure to overcone spiritual blindness
i nherited fromancestors. Paul said, "For the heart of this people is
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have
they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and understand with their heart” (Acts 28:27). People who
keep their eyes closed never see the light! That and ot her problens
will be solved when Christ returns to the Mount of Aives. "In that
day, shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem... And one shal
say unto him Wat are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shal
answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of ny friends"
(Zech. 12:11; 13:6).

A Day of Inspired D scovery... Pardon Received
During every major nmilitary crisis in Wrld War 11, the British
government asked for a National Day of Prayer. MIlions of people
attended church services but never went again until the next crisi
When the nation of Israel kneels before the Messiah, Jerusalemwil
hecome a place of intense repentance and resolution. The veil which
Page 6
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now blinds Jewi sh eyes will be renobved, and the people will recog-
ni ze "the stone which the builders rejected has becone the head-
stone of the corner." "In that day there shall be a fountain opened to
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalemfor sin and
for uncl eanness" (Zech. 13:1). The City of David will be filled with
cries of anguish, and the forgiveness of sins will be sought and
obtai ned by every citizen.

A Day of Increasing Delight... Praise Resounding

"And the LoRD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shal
there be one Lo~, and his name one" (Zech. 14:9). It is extrenely
difficult to conprehend all the wonderful things that will happen at
the coronation of the Messiah. The glory of that occasion will super-
sede everything known in the history of mankind. "And the ran-
soned of the LoRD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gl adness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away" (kL 35:10).
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THE PROM SE OF A QI TY W THOUT A TEMPLE

"And | saw no tenple therein: for the lord God Al mighty and the
Lanb are the tenple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither
of the noon, to shine init; for the glory of God did Iighten it, and the
Lanh is the light thereof' (Rev. 21:22-23; see al so verses 2427).

When the Jews functioned as a nation, they always had a tenple.
First, there was the tabernacle in the w lderness. That was repl aced
by Solonon's tenple, and during the Lord's ministry upon earth a
restored sanctuary was the center of Israel's activities. This was
destroyed by the Rornans in 70 A D. Throughout subsequent centu-
ries, it only existed as a nmenory in the mnds of dispersed people.
Today, sone of the Israeli politicians speak about the possibility of
erecting a national shrine, but the cost of survival is too great to
pernmit additional spending on a project considered by many to be
unnecessary. It is thought-provoki ng that when the New Jerusal em

descends from heaven, no tenple will be within the city.

The Savior said to His disciples, "In ny Father's house are nmany
mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a
place for you. And . . . | will cone again, and receive you unto

nyself; that where | am there ye may be al so" (John 14:2-3).
Evidently the special place prepared by Christ for His followers is

the city that John saw descendi ng from heaven. John descri bed the
city by highlighting its remarkabl e and novel "attractions."

The First Attraction... No Sanctuary

"And | saw no tenple therein: for the Lord God Al m ghty and
the Lanb ate the tenple of it" (v. 22). The sanctuary was al ways
the center of attraction. It was the place where the Lord resided.
Wthin the Holy Gty God will be everywhere; to seek Hi s presence
wi Il be unnecessary. There will never be organi zed services; wor-
ship and praise continue indefinitely.

The Second Attraction... No Sun
"And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the noon, to
shine init: for the glory of God did Iighten it, and the Lanb is the
light thereof' (v. 23). John did not say there would never be sun-
shine; neither did he speak of the conplete absence of the nmoon. He
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nmerely stated they would not be necessary. The city would he filled
with the Shekinah glory, the sacred |um nosity which cones from

173

the Lanb Hinself. Wien Christ was upon earth He clained to he
the Light of the Wrld. That description was inadequate-He will
be the Light of every world!

The Third Attraction... No Separation
"And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shal
be no night there” (v. 25). The entrances to Biblical cities were
al ways closed at night to provide security and defense agai nst in-
truders. The only gates that remained open belonged to the cities of
refuge so that no one needi ng refuge was prevented from entering.
There will never be danger for anyone within or without God's
New Jerusal eri

The Fourth Attraction... No Sl unber

"There shall be no night there" (v. 25). Wen saints are inmmor-
tal, weariness will not exist The redeened will be Iike God Wo
nei t her slunbers nor sleeps (see Ps. 121:4). This is one of the by-
products of eternal life. Human bodies require rest and refreshnent;
even the Lord slept through a stormon the Sea of Galilee. There
wi || never be tiredness nor exhaustion in the New Jerusal en the
Lamb will be the strength of H s people.

The Fifth Attraction... No Sin
"And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth,
nei t her what soever worketh abomi nation, or naketh a lie" (v. 27).
Sin will not exist, tenptation will be unknown, and inpurities of
every kind will be eternally banished. The city and its inhabitants
will be without blem sh. There will be neither tenple nor altar; the
only indication of sacrifice will be the wound prints in the hands
and side of the Lanb. The nmagnificent choir will sing, "Wrthy is
the Lanb that was slain" (Rev. 5:9, 12).

The Sixth Attraction... No Strangers

"They which are witten in the Lanb's book of life" (v. 27). The
peopl e who are welconed to the Holy City will be those who made
advance reservations! They did so while they had the tine and
opportunity. It has been clainmed that procrastination is the thief of
time. People who neglect nmaking reservations for their eternal habi-
tations are foolish. Nothing can be as inportant as the salvation of a
person's soul

174
ThE PROM SE mAT KEPT PEThR S EYES OPEN

"Neverthel ess we, according to his promnise, |ook for new heavens
and a new eartk wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).

Thr oughout Jesus's ninistry, the apostle Peter had a weal : ness.

He ceased | ooking at Christ and becane concerned wi th people and

ci rcunst ances. When he wal ked on the water to go to Jesus, he saw

t he boi sterous waves and began to sink (see Matt 14:30). Wen the
apostl e saw and heard the people at the fne, he began to curse (see
Mark 14:71). \Wien he heard the risen Christ speaking on the beach

at the Sea of Galilee, he asked questions concerring John and was
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politely told to mind his own business! (see John 21:21-22). Wen
Paul considered it necessary to rebuke his coll eague, it was because
Peter had conpronised the great truths of his nmessage (see Gl
2:11-13). There were occasi ons when Si non gave too much atten-
tion to people and not enough to the Lord. He overcanme that tenden-
cy with the help of a tremendous vision that transforned his outl ook
He saw the end of time and gazed by faith upon new heavens and a
new earth. That entrancing sight was enough to keep his eyes open

The Greatness of God's Power... Unsurpassed

Pet er spoke of "The Day of the Lord" which would conme as a
thief in the night-unexpectedly, silently, and w t hout warning.
He wote, "The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall nmelt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up... the heavens being on
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall nmelt with fervent
heat" (2 Peter 3:10, 12). This prediction is worthy of attention,
because experinments with nuclear fission are causing concern anong
scientists (see the author's hook, What in the World will Happen
Next?, p. 170, Kiegel Publications, Gand Rapids, M). Sir James
Jeans, the fanous astrononer, said, "There are nore worlds in space
than there are grains of sand on all the beaches of earth," but scien-
tists now believe he understated the facts. The universe is so |arge
its imensity has become inconprehensible. Yet Peter believed
God who will permt the | ower heavens to burn but will be able to
extinguish the conflagration. Al parts of the outer world will re-
mai n i ntact and undamaged; only the | ower heavens are to he de-
stroyed. It should be renmenbered that when Lucifer rebelled against
the Alm ghty, he was expelled from God' s i medi ate presence into
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the | ower heavens whi ch becane the headquarters of his evil ad-

m ni stration. Those heavens, therefore, becane defiled, and it wll
be necessary for Hmto cleanse them before the world can be filled
with righteousness.

The Greatness of God's Purpose... Untque

"Neverthel ess we, according to his prom se | ook for new heav-
ens and a new earth.” Theological interpretation is divided regard-
ing the neaning of the aposfie's statement. Some teachers believe
that since everything, in one way or another, is indestructible, the
fire will only cleanse the heavens and earth. Qher theol ogi ans be-
lieve both heavens and earth will be replaced with new creations.
The statenent "being dissolved" suggests total destruction or at
| east the disappearance of that which is dissolved. This interpreta-
tion seens to be in harnmony with the words of Isaiah. "For, behold,
| create new heavens and a new earth: and the forner shall not be
renmenbered, nor cone into nind" (lsa. 65:17). Astrononers be-
lieve that our sun belongs to a galaxy of nore than a billion stars,
and it is clained there are nore than one hundred billion galaxies in
the universe. It is also taught that in these additional areas, there
may be billions of planets simlar to the earth. Since God nade
these worlds with a single sentence, He should have no difficulty
perform ng the miracle described by Peter

The Greatness of God's Pleasnre... Unending
"A new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” CGod's desire
has never changed! \Wen He created Adam and Eve, He com
manded themto "replenish the earth.” He envisaged a world of
bl essedness, a place w thout suffering, pain and death. He never
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pl anned hospitals, prisons, poverty and broken hearts. These have
been the products of unrighteousness. Throughout the ages the
Lord planned to do in the end tines what night have been done at
the beginning: to create a world filled with righteousness and
happi ness. There may never be another evangelistic sernon, for
congregations will be filled with eternal praise. Peter saw these
things; the sight so filled himw th delight, he may have lost his
desire to sl eep!

176
THE PROM SE OF A DAY OF JUDGVENT

"And | saw a great white throne, and himthat sat on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no pl ace
for them And!sawthe dead, small and great, stand before God; and
t he books were opened: and anot her book was opened which is the
book of hfr: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
witten in the books, according to their works" (Rev. 20:11-12).

The prom se that there will be a day of judgnment received a
nm xed reception frominnunerabl e people. Sone, unashanedly,
ridiculed it; others ignored, denied, or sought to change its nes-
sage. Fools disregard it; arrogance ignores it, sinners defy it, but
w se people consider it If there he no such day, nmen | ose nothing
except their lives. If the Bible is correct, they could | ose their
soul s. Jesus asked, "For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whol e world, and lose his own soul ?" (see Matt. 16:26). If it is
i npossible for a man to lose his soul, Christ wasted H s tine
speaki ng about sin. Every person has two appoi ntnents which
cannot he canceled. The first is with death, the second with God.

The Final Call... How i nescapabl e
"And there was found no place for them" John saw a great

white throne upon which sat the Judge of all the earth. The apostle
had already witten, "For the Father judgeth no man, but bath
committed all judgnment unto the Son" (John 5:22). That the earth
and the heavens fled fromH s presence suggested H s counte-

nance was solem and frightening. "Hi s eyes were as a flane of
fire" (Rev. 19:12). Even the greatest of earth's citizens fled, but
no hiding place could be fdund~scape was i npossi bl e.

G Franklin Allen tells that after Wirld War Il a nmemhership
roll was discovered in Germany with the nanmes of eight mllion
peopl e who bel onged to the Nazi party. To have one's nane wit-
ten in the authentic files had heen a source of satisfaction, but
when the war ended, everything changed. The Nazis fled in al
directions, but for many there were no biding places. They were
extradited fromother countries, taken back to Nurenherg, and
sentenced for their crinmes. That mght he an illustration of the end
of tinme; no one will be able to escape fromthe far-reaching arm of
di vi ne | aw.

s

The Factual Consideration... How Irrejutable
"And the dead were judged out of those things which were wit-
ten in the books, according to their works." Perhaps John referred to
Page 10
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"books" because he had no know edge of conputers! The world has
grown accustoned to nachines that are capable of carrying the
records of all people. Are there conmputers in heaven? God knew
about them even fromthe beginning, and it nay be beyond conpre-
hensi on what angels can do in conpiling the records of sinners who
reject the overtures of the Alm ghty. The Savi or spoke about a nan
who was speechl ess when asked by a king to explain his unpardon-
abl e behavior (see Matt. 22:12). Christ then described how the sin-
ner was expelled fromthe king's presence and there was "weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” The inplications of that story were easily
recogni zed; they related to the time when guilty people will be
required to explain why they refused to accept God's weddi ng gar-
nment of sal vation.

The Fatal Condemmation... How Irreversible

"And whosoever was not found witten in the book of |ife was
cast into the |ake of fire" (Rev. 20:15). There is no court of appea
in eternity. Here on earth retribution my be del ayed for years
because there are courts which consider appeals for clenency.
When God pronounces sentence upon sinners, they are condemed
forever; their guilt is established beyond doubt. Sone theol ogi ans
bel i eve etenmal doom neans anni hilation, that the punishnent is
eternal in effect only. thers teach sinners will be eternally separat-
ed from God, heaven, hope, and everythi ng desirable. Watever the
final interpretation may be, the price is too high to be paid for the
pl easures of this world. God offers pardon for every sin, a perna-
nent hone in heaven, and the assurance of eternal I|ife. The Savior
said, "Verily, verily, | say unto you. He that heareth ny word, and
believeth on himthat sent ne, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemation; but is passed fromdeath unto life" (John
5:24). A dying Christian astrononmer said, "There is no need to fear
the night if youlive with the stars.™

178
THE PROM SE OF THE FI NAL TRI UVPH

"Then coneth the end, when he shall have delivered up the ki ngdom
to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and al
authority and power. For he nust reign till he hath put all enem es
under his feet. The last eneny that shall be destroyed is death..
And when all things shall be subdued unto him then shall the
Son al so hinsel f be subject unto himthat put all things under
him that God may be all and in all"” (1 Cor. 1:2421).

The revelation of truth given to Paul enabled the apostle to see the
end fromthe beginning. Dung his |ong and exacting mnistry he
endured many trials, but he never wavered in his faith of what would
happen at the end of tinme. He knew Satan and sin would wi n occa-
sional battles, but the final victory belonged to God. Nations would
ari se and exercise frightening power, but ultimtely they woul d cease
to exist. The authority of God would be chall enged, but righteousness
woul d not only survive, it would continue eternally. The letter to the
Corint hian church expl ai ned what Paul believed, and that docunent
remai ns one of the nost cherished pieces of literuure.

The Greatest Eneny... Annihilated
Thr oughout the ages, death continued to be man's greatest foe.
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Di seases thought to be incurahle were overcone, and innunerable

lives prolonged. |e~osy, polio, tuberculosis and other scourges were
checked by scientific research, but death was only del ayed. Fromthe
ti me when Adam and Eve | ooked at their nmurdered son (see Gen

4.:8) to the present tinme when ceneteries can be found in every

nation, death has been a tyrant, destroying happi ness and m ning

lives. Innocent children, fanobus scientists, royalty and peasants he-
cane victins. Wien Christ challenged and overcane the power of

deat h, many people refused to believe the inpossible had happened.
Witing to his friends in Corinth, Paul insisted, "If Christ be not risen
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain' (1 Cor. 15:14).
The apostl e explained how the resurrection of the Savior was only a

part of the purpose of God. Christ was "the firstituits” (see 1 Cor
15:23) of a great harvest Utimately, death would not even exist; it
woul d di e! Throughout future ages there would never be need for
hospital s, doctors, funeral parlors, nor ceneteries! Death which had
cast shadows over the first world woul d never again threaten the

happi ness of God's peopl e.

179
The G eatest Act... Abdication

"For he (Christ) nust reign, till he hath put all enem es under his
feet... then shall the Son al so hinmself he subject unto himthat put

all things under him" Paul did not suggest that the Lord would

di sappear fromthe eternal scene. Voluntarily, the Son had accepted
an assignnent given by the Father, but when H's redenptive re-
sponsibilities had been fuffilled, He was free to accept the accol ade
of heaven. Thereafter, H's greatest desire would be to spend eternity
with His bride. As the Father had watched the Son conpleting H's

m ssion, so, throughout eternity, the Lord would watch and appreci -
ate His church, the Lanb would continue to reside in the city which

t he apostle saw descendi ng from heaven (see Rev. 1:1027). De-
scribing that city, John said the streets were paved with gol d! Was
he suggesting that earth's nost val uable comodity woul d becone

so conmonpl ace that heaven's citizens would walk on it?

The G eatest Goal ... Achieved

"That God may be all and in all.” Man's mnd is too undevel -
oped to conprehend the unfathonmabl e depths of Paul's statenent.
Redeened soul s are not destined to beconme dumm es or robots.
Decisions will be made, actions planned, and successes won, but
t hroughout eternity God will be present with H s people. Every
provi sion made by the Alm ghty will fill Hs people with amaze-
nment. CGod has never reveal ed everything to happen in the hereafter
but evidently there will be new occupations. If this were not so,
gravedi ggers and funeral directors would be unenpl oyed forever
There will never he armanent factories nor steel mlls producing
the paraphernalia of war. Isaiah's words will he literally fuffilled,
"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy nmountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowl edge of the Lo~, as the waters cover
the sea" (Isa 11:9). "And they shall beat their swords into plow
shares, and the spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not |ift sword
agai nst nation, neither shall they |learn war any nore" (Isaiah 2:4).
God will indeed be "All and in all."
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THE PROM SE OF SEEI NG CHRI ST' S FACE

"And they shall see his face; and his name shal
be in their fore heads " (Rev. 22:4).

Wien | was a young Christian | listened to a strange old man
whose prayer seemed quaint and yet wonderful. He said, "0 Cod,
thank thee | never had wings! If |I had, | would he up there tornent-
i ng Thee day and night and woul d probably be sent down here
again." | was intrigued by his expressions, but the people in the
prayer neeting knew exactly what Henry Ri chards neant He he-
lieved heaven was so wonderful that had he possessed the ability to
fly, he would have gone there inmediately. That nan was ap-
proachi ng ninety years of age, but his prayer was unforgettable. The
saints in heaven will walk on streets of gold, explore the Holy Gty,
nmeet nany people, sing the praises of the Lanb, and see wound-
prints in the hands and side of the Savior. Yet, to see the face of
Jesus will provide the greatest of all thrills.

A Dangerous Vision ... Exodus 33:20

When the redeened see their Lord, it will he the superlative
climax to their earthly pilgrinmage. To appreciate its nagnitude, it is
necessary to consider certain Scriptures. Wien Mses conmuned

with the Lord in Muwunt Sinai, the Lord said, "Thou canst not see

ny face: for there shall no nan see ne and live." God was not
inplying that He desired to live in everlasting obscurity, nor sug-
gesting that humans woul d never be pernmitted to draw near to their
Maker. |srael had not w tnessed a conplete manifestation of God' s
glory, and the outshining of eternal holiness m ght have been fata
to sinful people. Mdses was placed in "the cleft in the rock™ to see
God's "back parts" (see Ex. 33:21-23). Had nman tried to do what

was forbidden, ensuing judgnent woul d have been di sastrous.

A Definite ..... .2 Coflnthians 4:6
Agai nst the background of Sinai's prohibition, the words of Jesus
shine as a brilliant star. Christ said, "Blessed are the pure in heart:

for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8). The Lord indicated the closed
door was beginning to open! If people were pure in heart, soneday
they would see the Almghty. Yet, even God knew conplete purity

of heart was not within reach of sinners. Therefore, the Savior said
to Philip, "He that hath seen ne hath seen the Father; and how

181

sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?" (John 14:9). If it were not
possi ble for sinners to see God, at |east they knew what He was
like! Inreply to the question, Wat is God Iike?, the answer was
contai ned i n one wor~Jesus.

A Desperate Venture.. . Revelation 6:1546

When John described the events to precede the day of judgnment, he
used i npressive words, "And the kings of the earth, and the great nen,
and the rich nmen, and the chief captains, and the m ghty nen, and every
bondrnan, and every free rnan, hid thenselves in the dens, and in the
rocks of the nountains; And said to the nountains and rocks, Fall on
us, andhi deusf r ont hef aceof hi nt aat si tt et hont het hr one, andf r om
the wath of the Lanmb." It should never be forgotten that God hates sin
as much as He | oves sinners! Redenption provided neans whereby
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guilty people could approach the throne of grace. If the way-the
Savior-were rejected and ignonld, the wath suggested on Munt
Si nai woul d becone operative, and guilty people would perish.

A Delightful Victory... Revelation 22:4

The only attractive detail about the Cross was its shape! It was,
so to speak, CGod's signpost. A part pointed toward heaven; the
| ower end reached to earth, and the two arrns indicated different
directions. The unrepentant sinner followed the road which led to
tragedy, the other thief the way by which nmen could find forgive-
ness and peace. The distance between the two extrenmes was nea-
sureless. At the end of one road nen fear the wath of the Lanb,
and endeavor to flee fromH s presence. At the other term nal
redeened souls gaze in wonder at the face of the Redeener and
prepare to sing H s praise throughout eternity. People nust decide
which direction they desire to take. Their decision in tinme will be
final in eternity. It will be inpossible to change directions after
deat h has cl osed the door of opportunity.

Sorreday ny earthly house will fall,
| cannot tell how soon '"twill be;
But this I knownmy Al in Al

Has now a place in heav'n for ne.

Andl shall see Himface toface
And tell the story-Saved by grace.
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