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And the nessenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the
Philistines, and there hath al so been a great sl aughter anong
the people, and thy two sons al so, Hophni and Phi nehas, are
dead, and the ark of God is taken. And it canme to pass, when he
made nention of the ark of God, that he [Eli] fell fromoff his
seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and
he died: for he was an old man, and heavy And he had j udged
Israel forty years (1 Sam 4:17-18).

Eli, the high priest at Shiloh, resenbled a very tall tree in a
forest. He was destroyed, not by a tenpest, but by decay
whi ch worked fromw thin. Wen at the age of ninety-eight
he fell froma bench at the city gate, it was the clinmax of a
| ong process that had threatened himfor many years. The
unwi se old prelate should have resigned his office nmuch earlier
but he was the classic exanple of a nan who expected ot her
people to follow precepts which he ignored. The cancer that
he neglected killed him H's heart was broken long before his
neck.

Eli's Conmitnent... Consecration

And the holy garnents of Aaron shall be his sons' after him
to be anointed therein, and to be consecrated in them And
that son that is priest in his stead shall put them on seven
days, when he coneth into the tabernacle of the congregation
to minister in the holy place (Exod. 29:29-30).

To becone a servant of the Lord was one of the greatest
privil eges bestowed upon a man. To be chosen as the high
priest of the nation was even nore inportant, for that individua
becane God's representative upon the earth. There is every
reason to believe that when Eli was ordai ned, he was all the
Lord desired. This kind of man is always worthy of appl ause,
but the position carries enornmous responsibility. The priest
was al so the judge of Israel, and such nmen were not expected
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to have favorites or be biased in making decisions. To stand

tall in the service of the Alm ghty is sonething to be desired,

but when one of God's trusted servants dishonors his calling,

it is an occasion for intense regret. As Eli increased in age, his

two sons took over his duties and brought dishonor to their
prof ession. The doting father failed to control them and the
situation becane depl orable.

Eli's inability to influence his sons made himirritable and
hasty. H's treatnment of Hannah, a wonan he saw praying in
the sanctuary, left much to be desired. The priest, who should
have been cautious, understandi ng, and kind, enbarrassed an
i nnocent lady. That the man changed his opinion did not ease
the pain she had already endured. Eli did nore damage in
noments than he could repair in nonths. That was not per-
m ssible in the conduct of anyone who represented the Lord.

Eli's Conduct... Callous
When Eli died at the age of ninety-eight, he had rul ed the
nation for forty years. People came to himfromall directions
to seek a solution to their problenms. He usually sat on a bench
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close to the city gate, and therefore it was not difficult for
strangers to obtain an audience with the prelate. One day he
saw Hannah, the wife of El kanah, and unfortunately nade
one of his greatest m stakes. The chil dl ess woman was ear -
nestly asking Jehovah to grant her a son. Anobng her neigh-
bors she was consi dered accursed, and this, when added to the
contenpt shown by El kanah's second wife, produced a bur-
den too heavy to carry. Filled with grief and desire, she prayed
in the tenmple precincts. Her |ips noved but her silent petition
arose fromthe depths of a troubled soul. Eli heard no sound
and concl uded she was one of the drunken prostitutes who
frequented the house of God. It is said that "he marked her
nmout h." Sone people m ght believe the priest struck her, but
possi bly he only noticed the novenent of her |ips; her voice
was unheard. Eli knew evil wonen existed, for his own sons
fraternized with them The old priest knew exactly what was
happeni ng but was too weak to renove his sons fromoffice.

He had tolerated this situation for years and condoned the evil
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practices. The elderly prelate failed to detect the difference
bet ween i moral people and a true worshiper. It was an amaz-
ing fact that God's grace had permitted his mnistry to extend
over so many years; he was unfit for duty.

Probably the Alm ghty was waiting for Sanuel to becone
the new | eader of Israel. God, who sees the end fromthe
begi nning, is an expert preparing for eventualities. It is sad to
relate that when a nan tolerates sin, his sensitivity dininishes.

Eli's Child... Called

And when she had weaned him|[Sanuel] . . . she . . . brought
the child to Eli. And she said, Ch ny lord, as thy soul liveth,
my lord, I amthe woman that stood by thee here, praying unto

the LORD. For this child | prayed; and the Lo}m hath given me
my petition which | asked of him Therefore also | have |ent
himto the LORD, as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the
LORD. And he worshiped the LORD there (1 Sam 1:24-28).

Her sacrificial gift cannot be underestinated; she surren-
dered her only child and had no assurance of giving birth
agai n. The ki ndness of God was extended, for the Scriptures
say, "the Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and
bare three sons and two daughters” (1 Sam 2:21). God has
al ways known how to pay Hi s debts!
How the el derly priest coped with the varying needs of the

small child can only be assuned. Possibly he enlisted the
servi ces of one of the dedicated wonmen associated with the
sanctuary (conpare Luke 2:36-37). As Sanuel devel oped,
the i mpact upon his clerical guardi an nust have been trenen-
dous. The boy's purity of soul and bl essed sinplicity rem nd-
ed Eli of earlier days and at the same tinme aroused prenonitions
that his own mnistry was term nating. This assurance was
i ncreased when Jehovah called the boy in the night, and El
had to explain the significance of the voice heard in the dark-
ness. To his credit it should be remenbered that during these
tryi ng experiences, the priest renmained faithful to his youthfu
pr ot ege'.

Many years |ater when King Herod heard of a Child who
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woul d becone the ruler of Israel, he becane infuriated and
ordered the execution of every baby within his donain. El
was nore gracious; he taught and protected Sanmuel who even-
tually becane his successor.

Eli's Children... Crimna

Jehovah made anpl e provision for the support of his mn-
isters, but the sons of Levi were dissatisfied with that arrange-
nent. They were nore concerned with feeding their stomachs
than filling their sanctuary. Their threats brought chaos to the
tenpl e services and di sgust to the nation. The ancient witer
descri bed how their behavi or aroused anger throughout the
nation (see 1 Sam 2:13-17). Wen Eli condemed his sons
for associating with prostitutes who operated close to the tab-
ernacl e precincts, his renonstration was as ineffective as a
gentle tap on the hand. The old nman, who m ght have been as
dynam c as Moses, was a reed shaken by the wi nd. When his
sons ignored his advice, they signed their death warrants.

Wherefore the sin of the young nen was very great before the
LORD;, for nen abhorred the offering of the LORD (1 Sam
2:17).

Had Eli done his duty, the people of Israel would have
appl auded his actions and supported his endeavor. Unfortu-
nately, he had becone an object of scorn and conpletely unfit
to be the high priest. This story fromantiquity indicates the

hi gher a nman clinbs, the greater may be his fall. It gives
warning to everyone who thinks he stands, to take heed | est
he fall. A career that has taken a lifetine to establish can be

destroyed in noments.

Eli's Collapse... Conplete

And the nan said unto Eli, | amhe that cane out of the arny,
and | fled today out of the arny. And he said, Wat is there
done, ny son? And the nessenger answered and said, |srae

is fled before the Philistines, and there hath been also a great
sl aughter anmong the people, and thy two sons al so, Hophni
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and Phi nehas, are dead, and the ark of God is taken. And it
canme to pass, when he nade nention of the ark of God, that
he [Eli] fell fromoff the seat backward by the side of the
gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old nan
and heavy (1 Sam 4:16-18).

"Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim that he could not see" (1 Sam 4:15). The nessenger
who informed the priest about the outconme of the battle with
the Philistines nentioned three calanmities. (1) There had been
a great slaughter anong the people, (2) Eli's sons were dead,
and (3) the sacred ark had been captured by the eneny. It was
significant that Israel's defeat and the death of the two sons
were uni nportant conpared with the | oss of the ark. Wen
Eli heard of the terrible catastrophe, he |ost his conposure,
over bal anced, and fell fromhis bench. The wei ght of his heavy
body fell on the neck of the priest, and it snapped. It m ght be
concl uded that the cause of death was a broken neck, but in
the final analysis, Eli was dead before he died. Eli had | ost
fellowship with Jehovah, the respect of the nation, and at
ni nety-ei ght years of age had nothing for which to live. The
old priest had no nmourners at his funeral. The people believed
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they were better off without him
It is always a cause for sorrow when one of God' s chosen
instruments falls fromgrace. Such an event invites criticism

from wat chi ng unbelievers. Eli had lived in fellowship with
CGod; he shoul d have known better. H's piety was underni ned
by conprom se. Wen he spared his sons, he destroyed

hi nsel f!

And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with
the LORD, and also with men (1 Sam 2:26).

The forces of evil nay appear to wi n occasional battles,
but the final victory belongs to God. Wen Mses fail ed,
Joshua took his place. Wien Eli disappointed the Lord, Sanuel
was al ready being prepared. When Elijah was scared by Jezebe
and lost his influence over Israel, the Lord conm ssioned a
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young nan cal |l ed Elisha, whose magnificent mnistry saved
the nation. After the betrayal by Judas, Paul appeared from
nowhere to becone the greatest evangelist ever known by the
church. Oten excessive admiration of a man leads to

di sappoi ntment, but "Woso putteth his trust in the Lord shal
be safe" (Prov. 29:25).

My wife and | have travel ed extensively throughout Eu-
rope and have admired the nagnificent architecture of many
ornate Cathedrals. St. Peter's, in Vatican Gty, is a lofty, his-
toric structure. The Cathedral of Notre Danme is an anazi ng
buil ding, but in my estinmation no sanctuary is nore attractive
than the Cathedral at MIlan. | cannot forget gazing at the
triple archway of its main entrance. Long ago the stone cutter
engraved for posterity a nost inportant truth. He carved over
one arch a weath of roses and placed underneath: "All that
pl eases is but for a nmonment." Over the other arch he carved a
cross and the words: "All that troubles is but for a nonent."
Finally, above the nain entrance he chiseled: "That only is
i mportant which is eternal."

Only one life, "twill soon be past;
Only what's done for Christ will |ast.
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