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Every New Testanent preacher, and all New Test anent

witings, make reference to the blood of Christ. The
theme is a scarlet thread running through the entire | ength of
evangel i cal theology. Early in the sacred witings God
revealed that the life was in the blood (Gen. 9:4), and in the
New Testanent the blood of Christ is synonymous with the life
of Christ. Consequently the shed blood of Christ refers to
His sinless |ife outpoured at Calvary. Watever |ibera
theol ogy m ght maintain, one fact is indisputable: that the
apostl es and | eaders of the New Testament Church believed that
man' s sal vation was procured through the sacrifice of Christ.

The Bl ood of Christ Made Peace for Sinners

"And, having nmade peace through the blood of his

cross, by himto reconcile all things unto hinself . . ." (Col
1: 20). Man was at war with God ; a state of open rebellion

exi sted in the human soul. When divine justice denanded
retribution, the Lord Jesus voluntarily identified Hinmself with
the guilty people, and accepted the full responsibility of
their sins. He carried their guilt to Calvary, and thereby
secured an armi stice. Thus the righteousness of God was
vi ndi cated, and a way was opened whereby the state of war m ght
be term nated

The Bl ood of Christ Brings People into a New Fel | owship
"That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens fromthe conmonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
t he covenants of promnise, having no hope, and without God in
the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sonetinmes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ" (Ephes. 2:12,13).
Through the reconciling work of Christ, a new harnony
was created. Man-nade barriers and racial discrimnation
wer e superseded by the Christian Church. Masters and sl aves
sat together at the Lord's table as brethren. The peace
secured at the cross becane experinental in the souls of nen,
when the nessage of redenption reached out to the far country
to bring aliens into the serenity of a new fell owship.

The Bl ood of Christ C eanseth From Sin
" But if we walk in the light, as he is in the [ight, we
have fell owship one with another, and the bl ood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us fromall sin" (I John I : 7).
Entrance into the fellowship of the Church does not guarantee
imunity fromsin. The Christian |life means conflict and ceasel ess
wat chf ul ness agai nst the powers of evil. John stresses the fact
that the death of Christ neets the needs of people for all tine.
"The precious blood of Christ goes on cleansing, us fromsin."

The Bl ood of Christ Enables Man to Enter the Presence of Cod

Havi ng therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the

holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and |iving way, which

he hath consecrated for us . . ." (Heb. 10: 19, 20). The epistle

to the Hebrews provides striking contrasts between the old

and new covenants. Fornerly one man, the high priest,

drew near to God on the day of atonenment. O her people were

excluded fromthe place of comuni on. The Savi our

i ntroduced a "better covenant," for through H's death al

men may enter into the presence of God, and find grace to

help in time of need. Here is a progression of thought. Every

man brought fromthe far country to enjoy the fell owship of
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saints, is not only assured of perpetual cleansing ; he is
provided with the master-key which unl ocks every probl em

The Bl ood of Christ Overcones Satan

" And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven ... the accuser

of our brethren is cast down. . . . And they overcane him

by the bl ood of the Lanmb, and by the word of their testinony ;
and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore
rejoice ye heavens . . ." (Rev. 12: 10-12). Here is a great
mystery ; here is glorious truth. The power of the precious

bl ood of Christ is the greatest weapon ever used in holy
warfare. Defeat is inpossible when the hand of prayer w elds
it correctly.

The Bl ood of Christ Provides the Thene of Eternal Songs

" And they sung a new song, saying ... Thou hast redeened
us to God by thy blood . . . and the nunber of themwas ten
thousand tines ten thousand and thousands of thousands . . .
(Rev. 5: 9-12). Probably many of the nmenories of earth wll
di sappear am d eternal splendor ; but the Cross will never
be forgotten.

Preci ous, precious blood of Jesus,
Shed on Cal vary;

Shed for rebels, shed for sinners,
Shed for ne.
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