THE MAN WHO WAS READY!
THE MAN WHO WAS READY! (ROVANS 1:15)

Wien Ceneral Eisenhower lay seriously ill in the Walter
Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C., Billy Gahamwas invited
to visit the dying President. He was told by the nedical authori-
ties that his visit could only last thirty mnutes. Wen he en-
tered the roomthe General greeted himwith his custonary
snmile, even though he realized he had not long to live.

Later, the preacher reveal ed what had taken place during that
| ast conversation. At the end of the specified tine the sick nan
asked the evangelist to |lengthen his stay, and then said: "Billy, |
want you to tell ne again, howcan | be sure ny sins are
forgiven, and that | am going to Heaven? Nothing el se matters
now.

"I took my New Testanent and read scriptures to him |
poi nted out that we are not going to Heaven because of our
good wor ks, nor because of nmoney we have given to the church
W are going to Heaven totally and conpletely on the basis of
the merits of what Christ did on the cross. Therefore he could
rest in the confort that Jesus paid it all. After prayer, |ke said:
"Thank you, |'mready."

It is regrettable that nmany i nforned peopl e cannot repeat the
late President's statement. Luke described the reactions of three
men who had the opportunity to beconme followers of Christ.

The ent husiasm of the first man waned when he heard the Lord
sayi ng: "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." A warm
confortabl e bed at night was nore attractive than |ying beneath
a hedge.

The second man did not have much interest in discipleship,
and he made his famly duties the excuse for avoi ding accep-
tance of a new way of living. He nmight be ready A sone day!

The third fellow wished to rejoin his fanm |y who, undoubt -
edly, woul d endeavor to dissuade himfrom starti ng sonething
which would, in their estimation, interfere with his life. In any
case, he would not do anything until he had basked in the
warnmth of his family's adnmiration. Wile the nen considered
other possibilities, their opportunity was possibly |ost forever
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(Luke 9:57-62). All three might have been ready A but other
proj ects appeared to be nore inportant.

Conpared with these nmen, Paul's exanple shone forth with
unusual splendor. He was ready at all tines, in any place, to do
or be whatever the Lord desired. That was the outstanding
characteristic of his nmnistry. Even when he was hel pl ess on the
Damascus road, he said: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
Then, soon after his conversion to Christ, it was said of him
"He strai ghtway preached Christ in the synagogues.

That readi ness continued throughout his mnistry. He grew
accustoned to going fromstall to stall in market places to
speak to business nen about the clains of his Savior, at other
times he went "from house to house," and when soneone opened
a door, the apostle preached the Gospel. Confronted by phil oso-
phers on Mars Hill, he testified before them when his ship was
about to sink in a storm he witnessed to the captain and crew
of the vessel. Wen he reached a certain island and di scovered
the governor was seriously ill, he supplied what was needed.
| nprisoned in Rone, he preached both inside and outside of his
prison.

As long as he lived he never willingly |lost an opportunity to
tell the story of God' s redeem ng grace, and anong his fina
statenents was "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
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ri ght eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me.. ." (2 Tim 4:8). Three trenmendous texts invite exani na-
tion.

"l am Ready to Preach the CGospel... at Rome al so"
A The Speci al Service
The setting of this text is extrenely interesting. Paul had
al ready traversed nost of the known world, and had preached
in many of the major cities of earth. Rone was the one excep-
tion. That fact was exploited by sone of the apostle's enenm es
who suggested he was a coward. That netropolis was excep-
tionally sinful; the enperor clained to be divine, and any per-
son who challenged his authority was nurdered. Men were
literally skinned alive, and others were fed to ravenous beasts to
provide entertai nment for onl ookers.
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Wthin the city was a small but energetic church. How it was
formed renmains a nystery. Probably Jews from Rome had been
at the feast of Pentecost, where sone were converted to Christi-
anity. They carried the nmessage to their homes, and provided
the first fruits of the Gospel within the inperial city. Later
when persecution scattered the earliest Christians, some of them
could have fled to Ronme to give needed assistance to the saints
al ready there.

It becanme increasingly evident that Rome was a hostile city
where Christians were threatened. If it be possible to under-
stand the plight of the Jews in Hitler's Berlin, it mght be easy
to appreciate the danger of Christians in Rome. Many were
burned at stakes in the enperor's gardens, and others died in
the arena. It was therefore to be expected that sone critics
woul d exploit the situation and charge Paul w th cowardice.

Paul knew what was being said, and to end the controversy,
he sent a letter to the Christians in Rone to refute the all ega-
tions. He enphasized his readiness to preach in Rone. The
"Three | anms” in the first chapter of his epistle are worthy of
scrutiny. "I amdebtor, | amready; | am not ashaned." The
threats of hardship were uninportant. He had to visit the city
whet her he liked it or not, for otherw se, his conscience would
destroy his happi ness. God had given to hima treasure to con-
vey to his friends in Rome, and until he fulfilled his comit-
ments he was a thief, keeping for hinself sonething which
bel onged to ot hers!

Furthernmore, his Gospel was needed urgently by the citizens
of Rome. None of its inhabitants were as dangerous and diffi -
cult as he had been prior to his conversion. If Christ could save
Saul of Tarsus, He could do the sane for arrogant Romans.
Therefore, it had becone a necessity to visit the brethren in the
city of Nero. It has been clained that people are saved to serve.
Paul 's life was an outstandi ng exanple of that fact.

"I am Ready... to Die at Jerusalen (Acts 21:13)
A The Suggested Suffering

Paul was a determined man; if it were possible to tunne
t hrough or clinb over high nountains of difficulties, he never
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waited to go around them It mght be said that his strength was
hi s weakness! The feast at Jerusalemwas sw ftly approaching,
and the apostle was aware that vast multitudes of visitors would
throng the city. If he were able to be present, he woul d proba-
bly reach half of Asia nmerely by preaching in a street! Wen he
consi dered the amazing possibilities his heart began to sing!
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Possi bly he consulted ship's captains to obtain an estinated day
of arrival; he had corresponded with his friends about |and
arrangenents, and at that tine, being present at the feast was
the only thought in his mnd

Wien his ship reached Tyre, in Syria, Paul went ashore
"And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days; who said to
Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusal enf
(Acts 21:4). The apostle listened to the words of his friends but
frowned when he was urged to change his plans. Their counse
was a dark cloud against the blue sky of personal desire. Good
wi nds had helped himto arrive early, and thus he had tine to
spare. Fellowship with other Christians was nost desirable, but
why should their influence ruin his plans? Unfortunately he
was unwi se and failed to accept a command gi ven "t hrough the
Holy Spirit." If he were influenced by that nessage, he would
not only |ose the greatest opportunity of his lifetime, but would
encourage critics to repeat their allegations. The insistent wam
ings given by the brethren at Tyre were annoyi ng; Paul was
gl ad when he continued his voyage to Caesarea

"And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we cane
to Ptol emais, and saluted the brethren, and abode with them
one day." That, in all probability, was the time necessary to
unl oad cargo at the port. "And the next day we that were of
Paul ' s conpany departed, and cane unto Caesarea: and we
entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one
of the seven, and abode with him And the sanme man had seven
daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. And as we tarried there
many days, there cane down from Judaea a certain prophet,
named Agabus. And when he was cone unto us, he took Paul's
girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith
the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusal em bind the nan
that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver himinto the hands of
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the Gentiles. And when we heard these things, both we, and
they of that place, besought himnot to go up to Jerusalem"”

The di scussion and argunents probably ruined Paul's stay
with Philip. The statenment "they of that place" neant Philip, his
famly, and all the local Christians. Wien Luke and Paul 's
conpani ons agreed with them the apostle was opposed by
every person present. Yet as far as he was concerned, they were
all wong! H s anmazing strength becane weakness. Unfortu-
nately, he stepped out of the will of God, and during his two-
year inprisonnent in Jerusalemwas a worried man. It would
have been nore rewardi ng preaching to nmultitudes than watch-

i ng spiders spinning webs in the corner of his cell

Paul's reply to the friends in Caesarea reveal ed nothing would
interfere with his plans to attend the forthcom ng feast A not
even the Spirit-given command at Tyre; the message delivered
by the prophet, nor the persuasion and reasoning of his persona
physician, Dr. Luke. He said: "Wat nean ye to weep and to
break mne heart? for | amready not to be bound only, but also
to die at Jerusalemfor the nane of the Lord Jesus . . ." (Acts
21:8-13).

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that Paul nmade one of
the greatest mistakes of his life. It would have been wonderfu
to die for the Lord Jesus A but only if that were the expressed
will of God. Nevertheless, in fairness to the apostle, it must be
enphasi zed his determ nati on was the reason why he never
quit. He finished his course while others lingered along life's
hi ghway.

"I am Ready to be Ofered. . . Poured Qut" (2 Tim 4:6)
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A The Supreme Sacrifice

Paul knew the end of his |ife was approachi ng as he sat
alone in his prison cell in Rone. Mst of his friends had either
been sent to assigned tasks, or had retired to their hones in the
inmperial city. Frequently Dr. Luke visited the prison to mninister
to the needs of his friend. Ahead |lay another neeting with
Nero, and it seened inevitable that the great mnissionary would
be executed. There was no escape, but Paul was ready for his
supreme sacrifice.
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Hs last letter to Tinothy was destined to find an abiding
place in the affections of all Christians. He wote: "For | am
now ready to be offered, and the time of ny departure is at
hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished nmy course,
have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for ne a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shal
give ne at that day: and not to nme only, but unto all them al so
that love his appearing" (2 Tim 4:6-8). The intrepid evangeli st,
who had fought so valiantly against evil, was ready to |lay aside
his arnor, and kneel in the presence of his Master

The word translated offered is spindonai, and is translated in
The Englishman's G eek Testament as "I am al ready being
poured out." The Anplified Version of the New Testanent trans-
[ates the entire passage: "For | am already about to be sacrificed
Any life is about to be poured out (as a drink offering); the
time of ny (spirit's) release (fromthe body) is at hand and
wi Il soon be free." The reference to being "poured out" is
interesting, for it evidently referred to the drink-offering which
was an integral part of tenple worship (Num 15:1-10). A drink-
of fering was never shared by the priests; it was totally and
conpl etely poured out before God; that is, it was offered exclu-
sively to Jehovah.

Paul realized this process had already begun. His life-flow
was ebbing; he had only a limted tine to remain on earth. His
final sacrifice would give pleasure to his Lord and peace to
hi msel f. Furthernore, the apostle had neither regret nor com
pl aint; he was happy to be going honme! Probably, when he was
led to the place of his execution, he could already hear the
singing of the angels. He was ready!

During the reign of the notorious Ronan enperor, Nero,
there was a conpany of distingui shed sol diers known as "The
Enperor's Westlers." They were drawn fromevery part of the
enpire, and represented the finest athletes of their generation. It
was reported that when the arny was sent to fight in Gaul, the
bravery of these nen exceeded all other conbatants.

Wien Nero heard that some of his troops were beconing
Christians, he dispatched orders to the | eader, Vespasian, com
mandi ng the nen be executed. The General asked his arnmny:

165
"Are there any anong you who cling to the faith of the Chris-
tians?" Instantly forty westlers stepped forward and sal ut ed.
Vespasi an was shocked to di scover so nany valiant nen had
forsaken the faith of Rone, and urged the nen to recant. He
gave themuntil evening to change their faith.

That night, in the mdst of a very severe winter, the nen
refused to abandon Christianity; they were stripped of their
clothing and made to walk to the middle of an ice-covered | ake.

Vespasian said: "I amnot willing that your conrades should
shed your blood. | shall |eave you to the nmercy of the ele-
ments."

As they narched to their death, the nen sang: "Forty wes-
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tlers westling for Thee, 0 Christ, to win for Thee the victory
and from Thee the victor's crown." Throughout the night, Vespa-
sian sat at his canpfire watching and |istening as the song
becanme nore subdued. As the new day dawned, one exhausted
sol di er returned; he had renounced his faith. But then, faintly,
but clearly, cane the song: “Thirty-nine westlers westling for
Thee O Christ, to win for Thee the victory, and from Thee the
victor's crown." Wien the commander saw the desperate nan
at the fire, and heard the renewed song of the Christians, he
removed his clothing, and wal ki ng upon the frozen | ake cri ed:
"Forty westlers westling for Thee, 0 Christ, to win for Thee
the victory, and from Thee the victor's crown." He had reached
the point of no return, and he was ready.
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