THE MAN . WHO REFUSED TO G VE UP
23

THE MAN . WHO REFUSED TO G VE UP

And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, | have brought
unto thee nmy son, which hath a dunmb spirit; And wheresoever he

taketh him he teareth him and he foanmeth, and gnasheth with his
teeth, and pineth away: and | spake to thy disciples that they should
cast himout; and they could not. (Mark 9:17A18)

Stickability is not one of the choicest words in our |anguage; it is
not found in the dictionaries. Nevertheless, it is a good word to
i ndi cate tenacity of purpose; staying with a project until a successfu
concl usi on has been achi eved; a determination to succeed whatever the
consequences. The word is never used in the Scriptures, but its truth
has been evident in all generations.

Moses di scovered Pharaoh to be a very stubborn foe who refused to
rel ease his slaves, even though plagues nade |ife mserable for the
Egypti ans. The Hebrew | eader stayed with his project until every captive
was |iberated. After Elijah had slain the prophets of Baal, he "went up to
the top of Carnel; and he cast hinmself down upon the earth, and put his
face between his knees, And said to his servant, Go up now, |ook toward
the sea. And he went up, and | ooked, and said, There is nothing. And he
said, Go again seven tinmes. And it cane to pass at the seventh tinme, that
he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's
hand” (1 Kings 18:42A44). \Wen Sinon Peter asked about the nunber
of times he should forgive an awkward brother, the Lord told himto
continue for "seventy tines seven." He seenmed to say, "Peter do not quit.
Keep on keeping on!" Paul had similar thoughts in m nd when he wote
to the Galatians saying, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9).
There are nany other illustrations within the Bible, but one of the

nost inspiring concerns a father whose faith endured through painfu
di sappoi ntnments until his prayers were answered.

138

A
The Man and His Child... Depressing

It would be extrenely difficult to describe the anguish of that
distressed father as he cared for his oppressed son. Wien Jesus asked
how | ong the boy had been afflicted, the man replied: "OF a child. And
oft times it hath cast himinto the fire, and into the waters, to destroy
him" Probably the | ad had been a delight to his father, but then one
day a change appeared in his body. The tragic details nmentioned by
the father suggests epilepsy, which increasingly threatened the Iife of
the youngster. The word used by Luke, who was a doctor, suggests
[ unacy, which people believed was caused by the noon. Matthew al so
records the father saying, "Lord, have mercy on ny son: for he is
lunatick"™ (17:15). "Lunatics were so called, not w thout foundation
because the |ight and changes of the noon have an influence on the
body, and so act, through the body, on the mnd" (quoted from "Mark,"
The Pul pit Commentary, vol. 16 [ G and Rapi ds: Eerdmans, 1950], 50).

Descri bing the synptons, the desperate father said, "It seizeth hold
of him teareth him bruiseth him his body wasteth away." The physica
defects were exploited by a denon, and the result was terrifying. The
child needed constant supervision; fire and water were a conti nui ng
nenace. The greater part of the boy's life had been affected by the
mal ady.

Wien the father heard about the mracle-working carpenter from
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Nazareth, he wondered if anything could be done for his son and one
day decided to bring the boy to the Lord. Wen cries of terror camne
fromthe throat of the child and he withed upon the ground and gnashed
his teeth, the parent's grief was overwhel mi ng. Could Jesus do the
i mpossi bl e? There was only one way to find out A"Master, | have
brought unto thee ny son" (Mark 9:17).

H s distress. The best thing anyone can do with a problemis to share

it with the Lord. Had the parent stayed at hone, he woul d have
comrmitted his son to a |ifelong bondage. Hi s deci sion. Sooner or |ater
all people must decide whether or not to seek God's help; their decision
is a personal responsibility. Jesus said, "Come unto nme, all ye that |abour
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). The Lord
i ssues that gracious invitation, but He never conpels people to accept
it. Hs disnay. When the man arrived, he was appalled to discover his
journey apparently had been in vain. The Savior was not with His
disciples. He had gone into a nountain to pray and possibly woul d not
return that day. The disciples reassured the desperate parent that there
was no need to worry. "Were is your son? Bring himto us.™

" 39
The Men and Their Critics... Disappointing

An i mense crowd of peopl e watched as the anxi ous parent brought
his child to the very confident nen. Even the scribes were attentive
for the inmedi ate future pronised to be exciting. The precise formula
used by the woul d-be heal ers was never disclosed, but if they enul ated
the actions of the Lord they probably placed their hands upon the boy's
head and said, "W conmmand you in the nane of Jesus of Nazareth to
cone out of him" The |ad stared blankly at them as the desperate father
waited for the mracle that did not cone. The onl ookers were begi nning
to nmurnur; sone | aughed. The enbarrassed di sciples repeated their
comand but not hi ng happened, and soon the father and son were in
the mdst of argunentative people who shouted, "This is a disgrace.
These professed healers are charl atans who of fer much but gi ve nothing;
they are hypocrites."

The father sighed; it was evident the disciples of Jesus were hel pl ess.
Even they were enbarrassed as they ceased their attenpt to exorcise
the evil spirit. The man who had expected so much stood silently
wondering i f anything else could be done. Shoul d he abandon the quest
and return with his son to their hone? Should he spend the rest of his
Iife speaking about the di sappointing hypocrites whom he had net at
t he base of the nountain? To abandon his m ssion because
di sappoi nting disciples had failed to neet his expectations would be
foolish. His face reflected deternination; he would take his boy to Jesus
even if he had to wait all night. He was filled with what has al ready
been cal l ed stickability; he refused to quit. Had he returned to his hone
before neeting Christ, he would have nmade the greatest nistake of his
life.

MIlions of people need to learn that inportant | esson. The gospe
presents the Lord Jesus Christ, and the people who spend tine |ooking
at and criticizing the church are foolish. Even at their best the disciples
were humans with nany faults and failings. Cccasionally their best
endeavors di sappoi nted people. Wse nmen know that even when the
church appears to fail, Christ remains the unfailing, unchangi ng Son
of the living CGod.

I shall always renenber an Australian who cane to ne seeking
advi ce. He had been a very active Christian, but his useful ness had been
destroyed by a preacher. His pastor had said the Bible was untrue, the
A d Testanent was wong in many places, the virgin birth of Christ
never happened, and it was an inpossibility for Christ to have been
rai sed physically fromthe dead. That unenlightened man had destroyed
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the faith of one of his nenbers. The nan was nmiserable and filled with

di smay when he asked, "What shall | do?" | told himit was never safe

to l ook at Christians; even the best sonetines fail. | urged himto direct

his attention to the altogether |Iovely One. W prayed together and it
was wonderful to see the old happi ness beginning to return. Wen he
asked for the second tinme, "Wat shall | do?" | urged himto seek
nmenber shi p in another church where the pastor had sufficient senseA
and faithAto believe the inperishable Wrd of God.

The Master and Hi s Conpassion... Delivering

"And when he canme to his disciples, he saw a great nultitude about
them and the scribes questioning with theni (Mark 9:14). The record
supplied by Mark suggests the Lord planned H s novenents perfectly.

His Timely Arrival. Descending fromthe Munt of Transfiguration
Jesus saw and heard the crowd arguing with the frustrated disciples.

Had He arrived earlier, the episode regarding the failure of His followers
woul d have been interrupted and a val uabl e | esson woul d have been

lost. Had He arrived later, the burden upon the parent woul d have been
unbearable. It is refreshing to renenber that Jesus never arrives too

| at e!

It was significant that Mark wwote, "And straightway all the people,
when they beheld him were greatly anazed, and running to him sal uted
him (9:15). The Anplified Version of the Bible renders the passage,

"And i mediately all the crowd, when they saw Jesus returning from

the holy nmount, His face and person yet glistening were greatly amazed,
and ran up to Hmand greeted H nf (enphasis mine). The New English

Bi bl e says, "the whole crowd were overcone with awe." These peopl e

had seen the Lord on many occasions, but on that particular day there
was sonet hing about the Savior that filled themw th wonder. Possibly,
some of the glory that had nade H s garnments white and glistening on
the mountain still remained.

His Thrilling Answer. "So they brought the boy to him and as soon
as the spirit saw himit threw the boy into convul sions, and he fell on
the ground and rolled about foam ng at the nmouth" (9:20 NEB). The sight
was appalling, and pitifully the parent said, "If thou canst do any thing,
have conpassion on us, and help us. Jesus said unto him If thou canst
believe, all things are possible to himthat believeth. And straightway
the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, | believe;
hel p thou mne unbelief' (9:22bA24). Phillips translates the statenent,

"I do believe; help ne to believe nore." Jesus answered, "O denmon of
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deaf ness and dunbness, | comand you to conme out of this child and
enter himno nore! Then the denon screaned terribly and convul sed

the boy again and left him and the boy lay there |linmp and notionl ess,
to all appearance dead But Jesus took himby the hand and hel ped
himto his feet and he stood up and was all right!" (9:25bA27 LB)

H s Tremendous Ability. "Jesus said unto him If thou canst believe,
all things are possible" (9:23). That one sinple statenent was the way
into God's ever-expanding world of possibility. No burden would be
too heavy, no problemtoo difficult, no task too hard, if only nen would
bel i eve. That Jesus was introducing a new way to |live was apparently
| ost on that watching crowd. The | aw enphasi zed the inmportance of
doing things. It was necessary to observe all the requirenents of Msaic
teaching, to obey the instructions of the scribes, to fast regularly, and
give alns to the poor. Jesus never denied the inportance of these things,
but when He said only believe, He nade possible for nen and wonen
somet hi ng beyond all they had ever known.

Today, people are urged to do many things. Sone are advised to go
on lengthy pilgrinmages to inmportant shrines. Alas, nany are unable to
make the journey. Sone are told to keep the law, but the nore they
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try, the nore they realize their inability to do so. OQthers are aware of
their lack of faith, and sinking in despair, cease to struggle. Jesus
believed faith nade up for the lack of all other qualities. If our faith
seens small, then the Bible tells us of the man who said, "Lord I do
believe . . . help thou nmine unbelief' (see the author's comentary
Mar k' s Superb Gospel [Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1985], 241).
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