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The | ove of Christ, which passeth know edge
(Eph. 3:19).

Since the beginning of the Christian era preachers have tried to
express the wonder of the love of Christ, yet all would agree this
cannot be expressed in word. Wien Paul wote to the Ephesian
Christians. He hoped they would “be able to conprehend with al
saints what is the breadth. and | ength. and depth. and height; And to
know t he I ove of Christ which passeth know edge" (Eph. 3:18A19).

Even the apostle adnmitted what he desired woul d be inpossible.

How can any nman know somnet hi ng which is beyond know edge?

He spoke of the breadth, length, depth, and height, but one m ght
ask, how are those di nmensions neasured? The scientists speak of
eternity in terns of space as well as tinme. If their conclusions be
correct, even height baffles conprehensi on. The poet wote:

Could we with ink the ocean fill,

And were the skies of parchnent made
Were every stalk on earth a quill,

And every nman a scribe by trade,

To wite the love of God above,

Wul d drain the ocean dry.

Nor could the scroll contain the whol e,
Though stretched from sky to sky.

The Bi bl e described the | ove of God, the Savior manifested it.
and nen talk about it. Divine love as seen in Christ was and is
still the greatest power in the world. Seven incidents in the New
Testament describe the great conpassion of the Lord.

Conpassi on Caring
But when he [Christ] saw the nultitudes, he was noved with
conpassi on on them because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd (Matt. 9:36).

I ncreasi ng excitenent had gripped the citizens of Pal estine.
The appearance of a strange preacher had stirred their enotions.
They had tenporarily abandoned their daily routine and |eft
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everything to foll ow Jesus. He was different from any other
speaker. He uttered words of profound wi sdom and heal ed sick
people. Fromall parts of the country crowds had cone, and the
future pronmised to be thrilling. Fishing boats were high and dry
on the beaches, and even their owners seened unconcerned t hat
their livelihood was in jeopardy. Life was at a standstill. People
needed to return to their hones, but were reluctant to | eaveA
they might miss sonething! The wonen with children were be-

com ng anxi ous, and food was in short supply. The desire to
remain with the Savior was irresistible.

"But when he saw the multitudes, he was noved w th coin-
passi on on them because they fainted, and were scattered abroad
as sheep having no shepherd.” The Lord understood the predica-
nment; they were tired, and the children were restless. Jesus ap-
preciated the difficulty. and H s | ove overfl owedA"He was
noved with conpassion.”

Robert Harkness evidently considered this great fact when he
wr ot e:

Does Jesus care when ny heart is pained
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Too deeply for mirth or song?
As the burdens press, and cares distress,
And the way seens weary and | ong?
Ch yes, He cares; | know He cares;
H s heart is touched with ny grief:
When the days are weary, the |long nights dreary,
| know ny Saviour cares.

Conpassi on Curing
And Jesus went forth, and saw a great nultitude, and was
noved with conpassion toward them and he healed their
sick (Matt. 14:14).

Mat t hew expl ai ned that Jesus was filled with compassion be-
cause the people were as sheep w thout a shepherd. They had no
| eader to provide sustenance for their souls. This fact was accen-
tuat ed when John the Baptist was murdered. He had been a
faithful witness, and his great neetings in the Jordan Valley
were destined to be remenbered forever. Hi s death neant that
only Jesus renained to supply the Bread of Life. The w | derness
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preacher had accurately predicted his dem se when he said, "He
[Christ] must increase, | nmust decrease." \Wen John's disciples

described their master's funeral, the Savior felt the need of being
alone with God. He stepped into a snmall boat and prepared to
sail to an uninhabited place sonmewhere al ong the shore of the
Sea of Galilee where He could be free fromclanoring crowds.

Hi s plans were never fulfilled, for when the boat approached the
shoreline, people who had wal ked around the head of the |ake
were waiting to greet HHm Their faith and hope were clearly
expressed when they placed sick friends at H's feet. They had
arrived at the same concl usi on which made Si non Peter say,

"Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life"
(John 6:68). Jesus knew the people were dependent upon Hi s

ki ndness. He coul d not disappoint them "He healed their sick."
The sun was beginning to set when "the Sun of Ri ghteousness
arose with healing in his wings" (see Mal. 4:2).

Perhaps it was significant that Jesus heal ed the sick before He
fed the nultitude. Sone of the participants mght not have en-
joyed their food had they been worryi ng whether or not their
journey had been in vain. Utimtely, the neal becane a joyfu
t hanksgi vi ng banquet, and perhaps the happi est one sharing the
provi sion was the Lord Hi nsel f.

Conpassi on Consi deri ng

Then Jesus called his disciples unto him and said, | have
conpassion on the multitude, because they continue with ne
now t hree days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send
them away fasting, lest they faint in the way (Matt. 15:32).

The crowd was overwhel ningly enthusiastic. The peopl e had
foll owed Jesus for three days. They were hungry, but no one
conpl ai ned. Their patience had been rewarded when the Savi or
heal ed all types of diseases. Matthew said "great mnultitudes cane
unto him having with themthose that were |ame, blind, dunb,
mai med, and rmany others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet;
and he heal ed them" Language coul d not express the extent of
the people's enthusiasm They had wi tnessed sights at which
angel s woul d rejoice. Even the need for food was tenporarily
forgotten as they watched the mracles of Jesus.

Nevert hel ess, the Lord was greatly concerned. Wen ot her

Page 2



THE MAGNI FI CENT LOVE OF CHRI ST

198

men mi ght have rejoiced at the unprecedented accl anati on, He

t hought of the fatigue that threatened H s congregation. Children
were hungry. nothers were becom ng anxi ous, and even nen

ran the risk of collapsing as they journeyed honeward. Even
spiritual ecstasy cannot prevent physical exhaustion. The people
needed nouri shrent.

Jesus was a very considerate | eader. Wen the disciples night
have been irritabl e because of continuous pressure. the Lord
remai ned cal mand dignified. He thought only of other people.

To prevent a forthconmi ng problem He prepared a banquet in the

w | derness. Believing that prevention is better than cure, He fed
the congregation and provided the strength necessary for their

i medi ate future. Jesus net their past needs when he heal ed the
sick, their present needs when He fed the hungry. and the future
necessity by supplying strength to go hone.

Sonetinmes God's children worry unnecessarily. They becone
anxi ous about things that never happen. The miracle of the | oaves
and fishes denonstrated His ability to understand future prob-

Il enms and assist His trusting followers.

Conpassi on Cooperati ng

And behold, two blind nen sitting by the way side, when they
heard that Jesus passed by. cried out, saying, Have mercy on
us, 0 Lord, thou Son of David. And the nultitude rebuked

them because they should hold their peace: but they cried the
nore, saying, Have nmercy on us, 0 Lord, thou Son of David.

And Jesus stood still, and called them and said, Wiat will ye
that | shall do unto you? They say unto him Lord, that our eyes
m ght be opened. So Jesus had conpassion on them and touched
their eyes: and inmmediately their eyes received sight, and they
foll owed him (Matt. 20: 30A34).

They were beggars, two blind nen who hoped peopl e woul d
be generous. Deprived of their vision, they had becone accus-
tonmed to living in darkness. The psal m st said. "The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmanment sheweth his handi-
wor k" (Ps. 19:1). but unfortunately the beggars could not read
the nmessage in the sky. If they had been born blind, they had
never seen the stars. |If they had becone blind, they could only
rely on menories of the past. Sone sightless nmen could have
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been prosperous. but others sat hopelessly in darkness. Even
nmoney coul d not conpensate for their affliction
Today sonethi ng speci al was taking place. Many people were
in the street. and the beggars expectantly held out their hands.
Probably the crowds were not interested: their attention was el se-
where. VWhen the nen were infornmed that Jesus. the Healer from
Nazareth. was passing by. they began to shout. "Have nercy on
us. thou Son of David." Their piercing cries were heard above
the clanmor of the people who i nmediately conplained, telling
themto be quiet. They probably said, "Hold your peace. That
rabbi cannot be bot hered by beggars." "But they cried the nore.
And Jesus stood still, and called them and said. Wat wll
ye that | shall do unto you?" Had those desperate nen been
i nfluenced by the crowd or permtted doubt to silence their re-
guest, they would have renained in the dark. That Jesus heard
and responded to the cry for help. provided convincing evidence
that God who sees a wounded sparrow falling to the ground (see
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Matt. 10:29) could al so hear cries for help even above the clam
or of excited people.

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Ut tered or unexpressed:

The notion of a hidden fire,

That trenbles in the breast.

Prayer is the sinplest form of speech.
That infant |ips can try:

Prayer the sublinest strains that reach
The Maj esty on hi gh.

0 Thou, by whom we cone to God;
The life, the truth, the way:

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod:
Lord, teach us how to pray.

Janmes Montgonery, 177 1A1854

Conpassi on C eansi ng

And Jesus, noved with conpassion. put forth his hand, and
touched him and saith unto him | will: be thou clean
(Mark 1:41).
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Lepers were the nost pitiable beggars in Palestine. Their dis-
ease separated themfromfamly and friends, robbed them of
enpl oynent, and made them forfeit everything of value. Ban-
ished to a |life of despair and |oneliness, they were dependent on
relatives to bring food and could only hope a prenmature death
would term nate their sufferings. It was never reveal ed where
this leper lived nor how he heard of the approach of Jesus. but
evidently he had been stirred by the possibility of cleansing. He
| eft wherever he was and, drawi ng near to the Lord, begged for
assistance. His faith in the ability of Christ never wavered, but
he was not sure Jesus would be willing to grant the favor. He
said. "If thou wilt A thou canst make nme clean.” Defying the
t eachi ngs and beliefs of the nation, the Lord touched the suppli -
ant. which was forbidden by | aw

Jesus was filled with conmpassion when He saw a person who
was waiting to die, a derelict without a friend, a pauper w thout
noney. He knew what nan was neant to be. and when He saw
the extent of the tragedy before Hm he was "noved with com
passion." This was not necessary. Hs word woul d have been
sufficient to banish the disease. Even the | eper could hardly
believe his eyes. He could not renmenber when he had | ast been
touched by anyone. Jesus was not only a great healer, He was a
fearless friend. At first the man could hardly believe what had
happened, but when Christ conmanded himto go to the priest, it
was evident a miracle had been perforned. In spite of the com
mand to be silent, the fell ow was so exuberant he began to tel
everybody about the transformation in his life, it is difficult to
condemn his actions, for had we been in a simlar position, we
al so mi ght have acted unwi sely. The cl eansed | eper woul d have
appreci ated the hym:

He touched ne, 0, He touched ne,
And 0, the joy that floods ny soul
Sorret hi ng happened, and now | know,
He touched ne and nade ne whol e.

Conpassi on Conqueri ng
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Jesus . . . saith unto him CGo hone to thy friends, and tel
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and bath
had conpassi on on thee (Mark 5:19).
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The account of the Savior's visit to Gadara is strangely inter-
esting, for He knew t he people would be antagonistic. Scared
they mght suffer additional financial |osses, the men asked H m
to |l eave the area before further danage was done. The di scipl es
m ght have considered the journey to have been a waste of pre-
cious tinme, but the Lord acconplished what He cane to do. He
delivered a soul fromthe bondage of Satan. and that man was
soon to becone the bearer of good tidings to an entire conmuni -
ty. There is reason to believe that Jesus deliberately nmade the
journey to neet the denopniac who |ived anong the tonbs. El se-
where the Lord mnistered to nultitudes of people. In the cene-
tery at Gadara. he spoke to one, or two denpniacs (see Matt.
8:28). but that fact teaches how He evaluated the worth of a
man. The Savi or believed the reclamation of one soul was nore
to be desired than any material gain possible to human bei ngs.

It is interesting that Jesus nade that journey to neet the need
of a denpniac. Wuld it not have been nore rewarding to deliv-
er hundreds of sick folk at great neetings in Capernaun? It is
the desire of God that all nen should hear the good news of
salvation. If people cannot cone to Hm He will go to them He
| oved those unfortunate nmen, and H s amazi ng power |i berated
them fromthe bondage of evil. Had He opposed the attitude of
H's critics, an altercation mght have arisen which would have
| eft scars upon the conscience of the conmunity. Wsely, Jesus
instructed H's convert to return to the village and testify con-
cerning the conpassi on shown to him He knew the nan woul d
be faithful to his commission. It is stinmulating to renenber the
power of the Savior was equal to any and every chal | enge. Many
years have passed since that nmenorable noment on the hillside
of Gadara, but the ability of the Lord has never dininished.

Conpassi on Conforting

And it cane to pass the day after, that he went into a city
call ed Nain; and many of his disciples went with him and
much peopl e. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city,
behol d, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his
not her, and she was a wi dow. and nuch people of the city

was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had conpassion

on her, and said unto her, Wep not (Luke 7:11A13).
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Thi s poor wonan probably wi shed she were dead! Her hus-
band had died |l eaving her to care for her child. and now her son
had di ed. Wiy had God permitted this to happen? Wiy had He
not conpleted H s work by taking her? She was beyond words
and tears. The tinme for the hastily arranged funeral had arrived.
She was expected to follow her boy to his last resting place. The
sad event had aroused the synpathy of the entire city. and while
funerals were generally attended by only fami |y and nei ghbors.
this one was different A'"Much people of the city was with her."
Sadly. with bowed head and aching heart, she followed the bier
down the narrow street.

Then suddenly the procession canme to a halt. Sonething had
stopped the progress of the nourners. A Stranger had interfered.
The men carrying the body were notionless. Wio was this Man
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and by what authority had He halted the funeral march? The
di stressed not her | ooked up and saw the Stranger gazing intent-
ly at her, and then a nystical warnth began to renove the chil
from her soul

And when the Lord saw her, he had conpassi on on her, and
said unto her, Wep not. And he cane and touched the bier
and they that bare himthe corpse] stood still. And he said
Young nman. | say unto thee. Arise. And he that was dead, sat
up. and began to speak. And he [Jesus] delivered himto his
not her. And there cane a fear on all: and they glorified God.
saying. That a great prophet is risen up anong us; that God
hath visited his people (Luke 7:13A16).

Per haps the Savi or thought of H s own nother when he saw
t he wonan who had twi ce been bereaved. This was H s only
recorded visit to Nain, and He arrived at the exact nonent when
the funeral was passing through the gate. Had Jesus been a few
mnutes earlier or later, He could have missed that funeral. His
timng was perfectAit always is!
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