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THE MAGNI FI CENT CHRI ST (PHI LI PPI ANS 1: 23)

Al'l religions, when contrasted with Christianity, |eave nuch
to be desired. Their teachi ngs cannot be conpared with the
doctrines of Christ, and are unable to satisfy the need of a
human heart. That m ght have been one of the reasons why the
witer to the Hebrews repeatedly used the word "better." Dur-
ing the first century the Jews were overwhel ned; their tenple
destroyed, and their hope shattered. Many young Chri stians
were in danger of losing their faith, and to encourage and con-
sol e such people, the letter to the Hebrews was witten. It ex-
pl ains that Christ excelled anything which had been | ost. The
word "better" was used thirteen times for the epistle nmentioned
a better hope; testanent; covenant; pronises, sacrifice; country
and finally, a better resurrection. The witer enphasized that
al t hough many things had apparently been |ost, Christ renmained
and surpassed anything they had known. Neverthel ess, the truths
taught in the epistle can be seen nore clearly in the daily |ife of
t he Savi or.

An Increasing Pleasure.. . His Wne Was Better
(John 2:9-10)

the governor of the feast called the bridegroom
And saith unto him Every man at the begi nning doth
set forth good wi ne; and when nen have wel |l drunk
then that which is worse: BUT THOU HAST KEPT
THE GOOD W NE UNTIL NOW "

East ern weddi ngs were prolonged tines of rejoicing; the
festivities continued for several days. It would appear fromthe
text that Mary was a friend of the happy couple, and was invit-
ed with Jesus and His followers to cel ebrate the happy event. It
has been suggested that the presence of the disciples inposed a
strain on the supplies of wine, and Mary assuned the responsi -
bility for the shortage. To prevent enbarrassment for her friends,
she confided in Jesus and the problemwas quickly solved. It
was significant that the governor of the feast expressed amaze-
ment at the quality of the newwne. It is difficult to decide
whet her this practice hid the stinginess of the host, or the inca-
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pability of drunkards to recogni ze cheap refreshnments. Mich
has been witten about the wedding at Cana, but for the purpose
of this study, it is sufficient to enphasize that anything pro-
duced by the Savior was better than the world could offer
During Wrld War Il a thousand nmarines sat on a South
Pacific Island listening to a gospel nessage which was accom
pani ed by the sound of gun-fire in the distance. Wen the Chap-
 ai n concluded his sernon, one of the marines sang the closing
hymm. As the shell scarred pal ns swayed nearby, nore than
hal f of the conpany cane forward to profess their faith in
Christ. The marine soloist, a fornmer opera singer, sang:

I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold:

I'd rather be H's than have riches untold

I'd rather have Jesus than houses or | and,

I'd rather be led by H s nail-piereed hand.

Than to be the king of a vast domain

O be held in sin's dread sway:

I'd rather have Jesus than anything

This world affords today.

Ceorge Beverly Shea

(Quoted from 100 More Hymm Stories, Kenneth
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An Inspired Presentation... His Teaching Was Better
(John 14:8-9)

"Philip saith unto him Lord, shew us the Father, and
it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him Have | been so
long tine with you, and yet hast thou not known ne,
Philip? he that hath seen nme hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?"

One of the nost appealing stories ever told froma pul pit
concerns the little boy who was afraid of the dark. Wen his
not her rem nded her child that God was with him the |ad
replied, "I know God is with me, but | |ike sonmebody with skin
on!" Long ago, Philip was apprehensive. He had heard his
Mast er speaki ng about the Father, but everything appeared to
be vague. He had heard about God and knew the scriptures
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referred to Jehovah. Yet, Jesus appeared to possess intimate
know edge of the Al mighty and the disciple desired that things
be explained nore clearly. Wen Jesus assured Philip that he
had al ready seen the Father, things becane nore confusing
than ever. The disciple had yet to | earn that Jesus was GodA
with skin on! The Al mighty had cone to earth and had wal ked
anong nmen. People who |istened to Jesus heard the voice of
God; those who | ooked at the Savior saw the face of Jehovah.
Philip could not conprehend the | esson being taught; |ike usA
he was an i muature student!

The New Testanment supplies nmany exanples of the excel -
| ence of Christ's teaching, but probably Hi s references to spar-
rows are anong the nost inspiring. The Lord said: "Are not
two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of themshall not fal
on the ground wi thout your Father (seeing it)" (Matt. 10:29).
He al so said: "Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and
not one of themis forgotten before God?" (Luke 12:6). A
sparrow was an insignificant bird, unworthy of being used in
the tenple sacrifices. It was considered to be al nbpst worthless
and was sold two for a farthingAone of the snmallest coins in
Pal esti ne. When a custoner bought four birds, one extra was
gi ven without additional paynment. That little bird was so val ued
by the Alm ghty, that one of its kind could not fall to the
ground in India, China, Africa, or any other part of the world
wi t hout the fact being known to the Lord. Such a revel ation of
di vi ne ki ndness had never before been given. Jehovah had been
an al nost nystical Deity, and the idea that He was a Father to
be loved and trusted was a truth nmen failed to grasp. God saw
greatness in sinple things. Jesus said: ..... Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do they spin:
And yet | say unto you, That even Solormon in all his glory was
not arrayed |ike one of these" (Matt. 6:28-29). Jesus reveal ed
that God so | ovedAthat He could hold children in H s arns.
The teaching of Jesus surpassed anything ever heard.

An Infinite Patience. . . His Attitude Was Better
(John 8:11)
Jesus practiced what He preached, and this was never nore
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apparent than when a sinful wonman was pushed into His pres-

ence. Her accusers said: "Master this woman was taken in adul -

tery, in the very act. Now Mses in the | aw conmanded us, that

such shoul d be stoned: but what sayest thou?" (John 8:4-5).
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They were not concerned about the woman's inmmorality. They
were scheners who planned to arrest the Savior, and if the
woman' s execution could enhance their chances of success,
they woul d have stoned her i medi ately. The scribes and Phar-
i sees were cynical, nerciless and vicious. The Lord was nore
gracious for when He was left alone with the adulteress, He
said: ..... where are those thine accusers? hath no man con-
demed t hee? She said: No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her
Neit her do | condemm thee: go and sin no nore." The Savi or
was exceedingly gentle. His attitude resenbled refreshing rain
after a drought; sunshine after an ice storn kindness after criti-
cism

The early church fathers refused to include this story in their
sacred witings for they feared it would encourage imorality.
They failed to understand that when the wonan said "LORD'
she did so by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit; her faith
had brought pardon. Jesus had al ready forgotten her past, for-
given her sin, and was offering advice concerning her future
(1 Cor. 12:3). The Savior was different fromall other teachers.
Those who | ooked into His face saw the heart of God.

An Infallible Promse... Hs Gft Was Better (Rom
6: 23)

It is an interesting fact that although the Egyptian magici ans
emul ated the exanple of Mdses (Exod. 7:11-12), no person
ever acconplished what Christ did. The Savior honored all His
commitnents. He fed thousands of hungry people, healed al
ki nds of diseases, but H's greatest prom se concerned the pos-
session of eternal life. Jesus said to Martha of Bethany: "I am
the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in ne, though he
were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever |iveth and believeth
in me shall never die.. ." (John 11:25-26). Death is the greatest
eneny of mankind, and even the best of human efforts are
destined to end in a grave. Science nay delay the inevitable,
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but even the nost illustrious benefactors of mankind die. They
bequeath their works to posterity, but their sojourn on earth is
l[imted. MIIions of dollars are being spent in the hope of in-
creasing longevity, but unfortunately nortality termnates in
death. It was amazing that Jesus gave everlasting life to all who
sought it. It should be renenbered that He spoke of eterna

life. Doctors may relieve pain, and under certain circunstances,
restart the beating of a heart, but even the nost renowned sur-
geon cannot give eternal life.

An I nconpar abl e Presence.. . H s Conpany Was Better
(Luke 24:30-32)

The journey had ended, but the two travel ers were uneasy.
Their Conpani on had sai d "Goodbye" and was | eavi ng. "But
they constrained him saying, Abide with us, for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with
themt' (Luke 24:29). Those peopl e had been away from hone
for at |east a week, and, possibly were unprepared for an over-
ni ght guest. At that tine of the evening it would have been
difficult to obtain provisions. They coul d have rmanaged with a
snack, but sonething nore substantial woul d have been needed
for the Stranger.

Not hing i s known of the house into which Jesus was invited.
It mght have been spacious or small, but although it m ght
have seened unwi se to extend an invitation to their fellow
traveler, they constrained Hmto enter their hone. The Lord
probably said he had no desire to inpose upon their generosity,
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but they had been captivated by H s conversation, and thrilled
with Hi s conpany. They had wal ked the road to and from
Jerusal em nany tines, but had never known such fellowship.
Thei r Conpani on was wel | -i nformed, courteous and charm ng
He knew the scriptures, and what He said nade sense! They
desired to know nore, and any inconveni ence would be worth-
while, if they could prolong the fellowship known on the high-
way. After leaving their pessimstic colleagues, it had been
delightful to listen to the Stranger's exposition of the sacred
writings.

Hastily the neal was prepared, and then "He took bread, and
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bl essed it, and break it, and gave to them' (verse 30). They
stared at their Cuest and renmenbered ot her hands had done a
simlar thing. Wien the nail prints becane visible, ". . . he was
known of themin breaking of bread" (Luke 24:35). Suddenly

they were | ooking at an enpty chair, for He had "vani shed out

of their sight. And they said one to another, Did not our heart
burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while

he opened to us the scriptures?" (Luke 24:32). The disciples
never forgot that wonderful experience; they had wal ked and
talked with the risen Son of God. Many ot hers have proved that
fellowship with Christ is better than anything else on earth. It is
refreshing to renenber that Jesus said: "Go ye therefore and
teach all nations... and lo, | amw th you alway even unto the
end of the world" (Miil. 28:19-20). It is wonderful to believe

on Hm better to walk with Hm but best of all to see H mface
to face at the end of our pilgrimge. "And they shall see his
face" (Rev. 22:4).

He speaks, and the sound of His voice,

I's so sweet, the birds hush their singing.
And the nel ody, that He gives to ne,

Wthin my heart is ringing.

And He wal ks with me, and He tal ks with ne,
And He tells me | amH s own:

And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None ot her has ever known.
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