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He . . . shall not cone into condemation (John 5:24).
Dr. F. E. Marsh, who was one of the nost brilliant preachers

in Britain. spoke of a minister who visited an elderly but despon-
dent menber of his congregation. She was very concerned about

the possibility of financial insecurity, and said. "I fear | shall be
inwant." He listened to her problenms and then began to read
Psal m 23. "The Lord is ny shepherd; | shall want."” "No, no."

she cried. "lIt's not like that in ny Bible." He read it again
meki ng the sane m stake. Again she objected. and taking the

book from his hand, read. "The Lord is ny shepherd; | shall not
want.' "There." she cried again. "I told you it was not |ike that
in ny Bible." Then, quite suddenly. she realized the mni stake had
been made to draw attention to her lack of faith. To her credit it
can be said she never repeated her m stake. The wor dAnot AA

seens insignificant and uninportant. but when it is renoved
fromcertain Scriptures, the biblical spectrum changes.

The Possi bl e Peace

Verily, verily, | say unto you. He that heareth ny word, and
believeth on himthat sent ne, hath everlasting Iife, and shal
not come into condemnation; but is passed fromdeath unto
life (John 5:24).

One of the saddest experiences in life is to neet a fellow
Christian who lives in constant fear of being rejected by CGod.
The lack of assurance is appalling, for it keeps the soul in a state
of uncertainty and ruins the joy of salvation

Wien | was a young Christian in a Welsh church, one of the
| eaders often said he hoped to be accepted by the Lord and con-
fessed he feared the possibility of rejection. In fairness to the nan
let it be admtted he had nade profession of faith, but the prom s-
i ng begi nning had been foll owed by serious backsliding. He feared
this m ght happen again and said he could not believe God would
forgive a repeated m stake. H s viewpoint troubled nme. The broth-
er was always | ooking at hinmself. | believe he would have wel -
comed a premature death to avoid the possibility of future failure.
I was reluctant to argue with him but my childlike faith in the
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prom ses of Christ nade it inpossible for ne to agree with him |
had al ready di scovered that Christ said to Hi s disciples that those
who belong to H m have "everlasting |life and shall not cone into
condemation." Renove the not fromthe pronise, and the entire
fabric of Christianity begins to disintegrate. Men are not saved
fromthe penalty of sin because of their unbroken loyalty to the
Lord. They are accepted because the Savior bore their sin, paid
their debt, and guaranteed they would never perish. Either He
meant what He said, or He was untruthful. It is regrettable when a
Christian becones unfaithful, but even that cannot break the bonds
that bind himto Christ. It is wiser to trust in the Lord than to
worry about things that nmay never happen

The Possessed Power

Nei ther yield ye your nmenbers as instrunments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive fromthe dead, and your nenbers as instrunents of righ-
teousness unto God. For sin shall not have domi nion over you
for ye are not under the |law, but under grace (Rom 6:13A14).
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Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome, saying. "For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conforned to the
i mage of his Son, that he might be the firstborn anong many
brethren” (Rum 8:29). It mght be true to say that God is far nore
concerned with what we are going to be than with what we were!
He has saved us fromthe utternost, but the nmiracle of grace wll
never be conpleted until Christians have been changed into the
i keness of the Savior. It has often been said that although the
Lord brought Israel out of Egypt in one night, it took Hmforty
years to bring Egypt out of Israel. Unfortunately, the journey
through life is hindered by enenies, many of whomlive within
the believer. It is often easier and wiser to confront external diffi-
culties than to subdue carnal inclinations of self. Even Paul said:
"0 wetched man that | anml who shall deliver ne fromthe body
of this death!" (Rom 7:24). It was evident even to the Lord that
man was unequal to the task of conquering hinself. Therefore, it
was arranged that God's strength shoul d be nade perfect in our
weaknessAthe Holy Spirit cane to reside within the believer to
becone the Commrander-in-Chief in the ongoing struggl es agai nst
evil. To fight alone could only lead to defeat. To assist the Lord
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and follow H s guidance makes possible the realization of the
promise: "Sin shall not have doninion over you. The secret of
continuing victory over self, sin, and Satan is found in the apos-
tle's comand: "Yield yourselves unto God." When Ceneral Boot h.
the founder of the Salvation Arny. was asked what “as the secret
of the continuing success of the novenent, he replied. "God has
had all there was of nme." That was, and still is. the secret of
successful service for the Savior. Paul said. "Not |I. but Christ."

The Permanent Pl easure
But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good
part. which shall not be taken away from her (Luke 10:42).

What happened i n Bet hany two thousand years ago has been
immortalized within the hearts of Christians everywhere. Mar-
tha's irritability regarding her sister's avoiding work in the kitchen
and the Lord' s intervention in the dispute is known throughout
the world. Mary was so intent on sitting at the feet of Jesus, that
all thought about preparing a neal was forgotten

And she [Martha] had a sister called Mary. which also sat at
Jesus' feet. and heard his word. But Martha was cunbered

about much serving, and cane to him and said, Lord, dost thou
not care that my sister hath left me to serve al one? Bid her
therefore that she help nme. And Jesus answered and said unto
her. Martha. Martha. thou art careful and troubl ed about nany
things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good
part, which shall not be taken away from her (Luke 10: 39A42).

To change the reading to "the good part which shall be taken
away fromher,” would not only spoil the story. it would of fend
the conscience of Christians in every nation. Evidently the Sav-
ior loved a gracious listener. He ninistered to needs within Mary's
soul . When she sat at His feet, she believed she was in the
presence of God. All housew ves appreciate the frustration of
Mart ha and understand why she becane annoyed. Neverthel ess,
when Jesus conpared the sincere work of the one wonan with
the gl owi ng devotion of her sister, He judged between the two
and said: "Mary hath chosen the good part, which shall not be
taken away fromher." Service is necessary and wonderful, but
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adoration and worship are better. Christians should seek that
privilege and refuse to allowits glories to be lost. The Savior no
| onger appears before His followers, but the Holy Spirit has

taken His place. His word can still be heard: blessed are they

who spend tinme with their Bible.

The Prom sed Presence

I will never |eave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may
boldly say. The Lord is ny helper. and | wll not fear what
man shall do unto nme (Heb. 13:5A6).

Wien Mdses died, it becanme the privilege and responsibility of
Joshua to continue the work which the patriarch had conmenced.
This was a task that wi se men woul d have avoi ded. The tribes of
I srael were cynical and rebellious. They did not hesitate to criti-
cize Moses, and it was to be expected their attitude would remain
unchanged. Joshua agreed to becone the | eader of the nation only
because he was assured this was the will of God for his life. H's
success was sustained by his faith in the prom ses of Jehovah.
Real i zi ng he would not find sufficient strength in his own capabil -
ities, he relied upon the everlasting arns of God' s ki ndness and
remenbered the promises given to him

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the
days of thy life: as | was with Mdses, so | will be with thee:
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good
courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inherit-
ance the land, which | sware unto their fathers to give them
Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou nayest
observe to do according to all the [ aw, which Mses ny ser-
vant commanded thee: turn not fromit to the right hand or to
the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
Thi s book of the law shall not depart out of thy nouth: but
thou shalt neditate therein day and night. that thou mayest
observe to do according to all that is witten therein: for then
thou shalt nmake thy way propsperous, and then thou shalt

have good success (Josh. 1:5A8).

The entire nation knew that God had been with Mses, and
the new | eader believed the presence of God would be just as
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real to him This prom se was anplified when God's speci al
nmessenger arrived. "And it came to pass. when Joshua was by
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and | ooked, and, behold, there
stood a man over against himwith his sword drawn in his hand:
and Joshua went unto him and said unto him Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries? And he said, Nay: but as captain of the host
of the LORD am | now cone. . . . Loose thy shoe fromoff thy
foot: for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did
so" (Josh. 5:13A15). Thus was the | eader of the tribes assured he
was never al one. Sonewhere nearby stood the Lord who was
aware of everything that was happening.

The sane assurance filled the mnd of the early church | ead-
ers. The witer to the Hebrews reninded his readers that God
prom sed never to | eave Hi s people.

The Prol onged Prosperity
A brui sed reed shall he not break, and the snoking flax shall he
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not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shal
not fail nor be discouraged, till he hath set judgnent in the
earth: and the isles shall wait for his |law (lsa. 42:3A5).

| sai ah provi ded nmany entrancing word pictures, but this was
one of his best. It nust be renenbered that authors used reeds as
pens, and when through excessive use the end of the reed be-
came saturated, it was replaced by a newone. Simlarly, flax
was used in primtive |anps, and when the wick or flax becane
old, it was renoved. Perhaps |saiah was actually doing one of
t hese chores when God whi spered, "Wen ny servant cones, he
wi Il not abandon nor discard an old friend; He will breathe upon
the flax and rejuvenate its flame," This renewing nministry wll
continue until "he has set judgnent in the earth, and the isles
wait for his law " This was a special covenant nade with the
Savior, but it applies to all who, following in their Mster's
f oot steps, endeavor to be Christlike. David was el derly when he
wrote, "I have been young, and now am ol d; yet have | not seen
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread" (Ps, 37:25).
The Lord reiterated that prom se when He said, "But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness: and all these
things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). He also said, "Gve
and it shall be given unto you; good neasure, pressed down, and
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shaken together, and running over, shall nen give into your
bosom For with the sane neasure that ye nmete withal it shall be
neasured to you again" (Luke 6:38). It is inpossible to outgive
the G ver of every good and perfect gift. God is never a debtorA
He is nore generous than any of H s people.
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