THE HOVE OF JAIRUS TO SI LENCE THE SCOFFERS
THE HOVE OF JAIRUS TO SI LENCE THE SCOFFERS (LUKE 8: 41-42, 49- 56)

Jairus the ruler of the synagogue had a terrible problem he was
caught between a rock and a hard place! H s authority anong the
Hebrew congregati on was unquestioned. He had ruled with dignity
and honor. Every sabbath and as often as necessary he warned his
peopl e agai nst the heretic from Nazareth who had apparently viol at -
ed Jewi sh | aws. Nevertheless, his pride and |love were in conflict.
Hi s daughter | ay dangerously ill, and Jesus al one offered the pros-
pect of recovery. |If he sought aid fromthe Healer, his job would be
in jeopardy, and critics would be nerciless in their denunciation. If
he refrained from antagoni zi ng the Phari sees, he would attend the
funeral of his child. It will never be known how fierce the battle was
within his soul before he nade an irrevocabl e deci sion.

"And, behold, there cane a nman named Jairus, and he was a
rul er of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and be-
sought himthat he would come into his house: For he had one only
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying." The need
was urgent, the situation desperate, but sonething had interrupted
the journey toward the ruler's house. A woman had touched the
hem of Christ's garnent, and tine was being wasted! if Jesus con-
tinued to interrogate people, delay mght be fatal. "Wile he yet
spake, there conmeth one fromthe ruler of the synagogue's house,
saying to him Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master." The
Lord overheard the remark and said, "Fear not; believe only, and
she shall be nmade whol e" (Luke 8:49A50).

The crowd was approachi ng the hone where the tragedy had
occurred, and the professional nmourners were already expressing
their pseudo grief. Wiils and excessive sobbing endorsed the news
that the child had expired. The noi se subsi ded when Jesus said,

"Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth." Every person present was
anazed when the cries of anguish were replaced by hysterical |augh-
ter; it was disgusting and revolting when, in the presence of griev-
ing parents, the hypocritical mnstrels "laughed himto scorn.” Slowy,
t he Savi or opened the door and asked the offensive cynics to | eave.
Their mrth di sappeared, their job was cancelled, and the frustration
and bitterness was evident to all. Yet they left, for He who had

cl eansed the tenple and expell ed the noney changers was deter-

mned to enforce their departure. They did not know they were in

117

the presence of the Lord of life. Wen Jesus left that hone, the girl
was enfolded in the arnms of her nother, and the adoring father was
struggling to naintain his conposure. H s congregation m ght not

be synpathetic. The Phari sees woul d cause endl ess probl ens, but at

| east his daughter was alive, and nothing else was inportant. Once
again the great Physician had nade a special house call, and the
little fam |y woul d al ways be grat ef ul

The Difficult Decision. . . Faith Taunted

The witers of the Gospels said Jairus was one of the rulers of
synagogue. That could nean he was a ruler of one particular syna-
gogue to which he bel onged, or he was a nenber of an elite com
pany of men who supervi sed Hebrew jurisprudence throughout
Galilee. What remai ns of the burned-out synagogue in Capernaum
enabl es visitors to understand the inportance of this position. A
| ong and conspi cuous stone seat placed at the front and to the left of
the congregation indicates rulers sat apart fromthe main audi ence
and were regarded with esteem and honor. Wen circunstances
dermanded, these elected officials were responsible for the instruc-
tion of young people. They were in charge of the sacred rolls and
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responsi ble for the nmai ntenance of the sanctuary. They of fered ad-
vi ce and gui dance to the conmmunity and in matters of vital inpor-
tance gave counsel to individuals. Their decisions were irreversible;
there was no court of appeal. Al matters of internal unrest were
referred to the ruling body of elders who were expected to maintain
hi gh standards of spiritual norality.

Jairus was a ruler of a synagogue, and all these conditions ap-
plied to him Wen the teachings of Jesus appeared to challenge the
Hebrew faith, it would have been his duty to warn the congregation
of consequences which foll owed heresy. No one ever questioned
the sincerity of the man whose child was known throughout the
area Wien the girl was threatened by death, her father was placed
inavery difficult situation. It was not easy to forget the advice he
had given to others, but it was terrible to watch the suffering of his
adored child. How could he seek assistance from Jesus when his
congregation renenbered his earlier denunciations? It was excep-
tionally hard to deci de what he should do. He either had to preserve
his honor or lose his child. The rich young rul er chose between
weal t h and di sci pl eship and refused to abandon his noney. The
rul er of the synagogue was forced to choose between his child and
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| ocal popularity. The world now knows the daughter was raised
because her father knelt! "He fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought
himthat he would cone into his house" (Luke 8:41).

A Disturbing Delay... Faith Tested

Language coul d never express the ruler's happiness when Jesus
granted his request. He wanted to run all the way hone. \Wen the
party cane to a halt, the man wondered why Jesus had paused on the
roadway. "And a woman havi ng an issue of bl ood twelve years,
whi ch had spent all her |iving upon physicians, neither could be
heal ed of any, Cane behind him and touched the border of his
garnent: and imedi ately her issue of blood staunched. And Jesus
sai d, Who touched ne? Wen all denied, Peter and they that were
with himsaid, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and
sayest thou, Wio touched nme? And Jesus said, Sonebody hath touched
me: for | perceive that virtue is gone out of me" (Luke 8:43A46).

Possibly the Lord only paused for a few m nutes, but to the
worried parent the delay seenmed endl ess. Wiy coul d not that wonman
have chosen another tine to seek assistance? H s daughter was
dying; the need was critical and urgent. What if she expired before
the Healer arrived? During those terrible nmonments the faith of that
father was severely tested. Then the dreaded event happened. "Wile
he yet spake, there conmeth one fromthe ruler of the synagogue's
house, saying to him Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master"
(Luke 8:49).

During such noments doubt sonetines overwhel ns the soul
When clouds fill the sky, it is easy to forget the sun continues to
shine. The man was exceedi ngly anxi ous, "But when Jesus heard it,
he answered him saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be
made whol e" (Luke 8:50). Al the miracles of the Savior carried His
hal | mark of ki ndness. Had he hastened to the hone of Jairus, an
i mpoveri shed wonman woul d have been deni ed the pl easure of neet-

i ng her greatest Benefactor. Even the delays of the Lord are proof of
H s care. G rcunstances nmay suggest God is sonetines forgetful
but in nonents of distress He is never far away.

The Deadly Distraction... Faith Threatened
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They had reached the street in which Jairus resided, and the
unusual noise indicated tragedy had devastated one of the hones.
The mourners who were always hired for such events were already
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at work; their wails of grief echoed through the street, and people
were listening and waiting to see anything spectacul ar. Descri bing
the scene, Matthew wote, ~And when Jesus cane into the ruler's
house, and saw the minstrels and the peopl e nmaki ng a noise .

(see Matt. 9:23).

"In the later part of the A d Testanent paid professional nourn-
ers, generally fenale, take an inportant place in the nourning ritu-
als. Known as "“nourning wonen' or “skillful wonen' (see Jer
9:17), " cunning wonen' or as "singing wonmen' (see 2 Chron. 35:25),
these individuals enbellished the funeral rites with skillfully con-
trived dirges and eul ogies (see Anpbs 5:16). Sonetines they were
acconpani ed by flutes. Their office was passed on fromnother to
daughter (see Jer. 9:20)" The Zondervan Encycl opedi a of the Bible,
vol. 4 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), p. 306

These people who were conpletely insensitive to the grief of the
famly listened to the words of Jesus and | aughed himto scorn. It
was di sgusting that they filled a house of sadness with hysterica
mrth., It may never be known whet her paynent was made for their
abomi nabl e perfornmance, for before they could conplete the dirges,
the Savi or expelled them Throughout those tragi c nonents the
troubl ed Jairus |istened and watched. Maybe earlier fears returned
to ask, "What will happen if Jesus cannot do what | require? What
will ny colleagues say and think if after all this nmy daughter is
buri ed?" The Lord was aware of those fears. "For he knoweth our
frame; he remenbereth that we are dust" (Ps. 103:14). God never
whips H's children in an effort to make themfollow H m He
prefers to hold out Hs arns and say, "Cone unto ne, all ye that
| abor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).
Christ knows when faith is being tested; when danger surrounds us,
"underneath are the everlasting arns."” Probably the Lord expelled
the scorners, "But when he had put themall out" (Mark 5:40),
because He desired to safeguard the future of the ruler. Later "he
charged themstraitly that no nman should know it; and comranded
that something should be given her to eat"” (Mark 5:43). Since the
critics were biased, the less they knew the better for all concerned.

The Delightful Deliverance. . . Faith Triunphant
"And he took the danmsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha
cum , which is, being interpreted, Dansel, | say unto thee arise.

And strai ghtway the dansel arose, and wal ked; for she was of the
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age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great aston-
i shnment. And he charged themstraitly that no man should know it;
and conmanded that something should be given her to eat"™ (Mark
5: 41A43) .
Per haps the father was unable to speak. Hs eyes were filled with
tears. His arns were now around his restored child. Amazenent
was spreadi ng anong all who had witnessed the niracle. They were
excited, and even the people in the street were astoni shed. The
Preacher had done the inpossible. "Talitha cum" is Aramaic for
"Maid, arise," and it seens strange to find this little bit of another
| anguage squeezed in anong ot her words in the Gospel. Mark
probably | earned from Peter these unforgettable words as the Lord
had spoken them so Peter and Mark reproduced them The parents
were overjoyed. The others were excited, but, with care so charac-
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teristic of the Friend of children, Jesus renmenbered that little girls
can be hungry! He conmanded that she be given sonmething to eat.

Doubtl ess Hi s conmand was obeyed, and when the parents saw

their child happily eating what was provided, their cup was full and

runni ng over. Thus did the Lord reward a man, who, throw ng aside

hi s preconcei ved notions, desperately asked for help. "No good

thing will he withhold fromthem that wal k uprightly" (Ps. 84:11).
"Perhaps the Lord conmanded the parents to refrain from broad-

casting the news of the miracle because He knew Hi s enenies

woul d endeavor to nmake this event another cause for sarcastic com

ment. if they were capabl e of |aughing when the parents were break-

ing their hearts, they mght also say the girl was never dead! The

entire episode could become an object of ridicule as enbittered nmen

accused the parents of being sensationalists, fools, people who hast-

ily junmped to conclusions. There are tines when silence can be

gol den" (taken fromthe author's comentary, Mark's Superb Gos-

pel, Kregel Publications, 1985, p. 147).
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