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THE HOVE OF CLEOPAS TO SURPRI SE HI S SERVANTS (LUKE 24: 29)

The lights of Emmaus were clearly visible; the journey from
Jerusalemwas nearly term nated; yet Ceopas and his wife could
not have cared |l ess. Their hearts were singing. They could have
wal ked with the Stranger forever! The previous week had been
abnormal |y hectic. Their best Friend had been crucified, their hopes
shattered, and their happi ness destroyed.

The troubl ed man and woman woul d never forget the approach
of the Stranger who thrilled their souls. Evidently He knew the
Scriptures for "beginning at Mbses and all the prophets, he ex-
pounded unto themin all the Scriptures the things concerning
hi msel f' (Luke 24:27). The sacred witings had becone increas-

i ngly meani ngful, and their problens had been solved. H s sernopn
had been nost inspiring, but unfortunately the delightful Traveler
was about to | eave. "And they drew nigh unto the village, whither
they went, and he made as though he woul d have gone further

But they constrained him saying, Abide with us: for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with
themt (Luke 24:28A29). That couple was about to discover life is
filled with surprises.

Those peopl e had been amazed that their Conpani on knew so
much about the prophetic witings. Was He a rabbi, a scholar, or a
prophet? He quoted the Scriptures as if He had been their Author
They were beginning to believe dark clouds have a silver lining.
What they considered to be a tragedy mi ght be a unique triunph.
The Stranger had expl ai ned how the death of Jesus was part of
CGod's plan to bring redenption to the world and the Messiah to the
throne of Israel. What He said was entrancing, and although He was
evidently an inportant Person, He had entered their hunble hone.

Al t hough He knew t hey were unprepared for overni ght guests, He
calmy took a seat at their table. Everything about Hi mwas as-
tounding, and they were enthralled when He began to bl ess the

f ood.

"And it came to pass, as he sat at neat with them he took
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them And their
eyes were opened, and they knew him and he vani shed out of
their sight" (Luke 24:30A31). Wien they saw the nail prints in
H s hands, their depression vani shed. "And they rose up the sane
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hour, and returned to Jerusalem and found the el even gat hered
together, and themthat were with them Saying, The Lord is risen
i ndeed, and hath appeared to Sinon. And they told what things
were done in the way. and how he was known of themin breaking

of bread" (Luke 24:33A35). That delightful story contains five
astoni shing surprises.

The Strange Decision... Charmng

Not nmuch was recorded concerning these two | esser-known
foll owers of Jesus. Sone of the later church fathers believed that
the wife of Cleopas watched as the Lord was crucified. Her hus-
band renai ned unnentioned until he was returning to his honme in
Emaus (see John 19:25). Apart fromthese references the exist-
ence of these people would have been unknown. On the ot her
hand, some very inportant people were in Jerusal em and upon
themrested the future of the Christian church. They were puzzled
and bewi |l dered, for it was runored their Master had risen from
the dead, and Sinon cl aimed he had been favored with a persona
interview. Actually only a few mles separated the Emmaus trav-
elers fromtheir friends in Jerusalem but in another sense, they
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were worlds apart. Nothing nore was ever said concerning the
coupl e from Emmaus, but the apostles were destined to becone
| eaders of the Christian church. It seened strange that the risen
Lord should, nore or |ess, bypass the inportant people in Jerusa-
lemand go out of His way to intercept two travelers. Wuld it not
have been nore beneficial to instruct the apostles who would
relay Hi s message to the world?

It is encouraging to know God loves little people and is atten-
tive to snall natters. If He were only interested in mllionaires,
royalty, and folk with many talents, the magjority of nen and
wormen woul d never enjoy Hi s favor. Christ knew about a wonan
who touched the hemof Hi s garnment, about a child who was
willing to sacrifice his lunch to help feed a nmultitude, and about
a wi dow who placed two mites into the treasury. It was custonary
for the Creator of the world to help insignificant people in whom
He delighted. That glorious fact is a source of unendi ng encour-
agement. Mst people nmay seem as hel pl ess as babi es, but ador-
ing fathers, including the heavenly Father, love to hold little
children in their arns.
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The Sinple Disguise.. Concealing

Many questions concerning the resurrection of Christ remain
unanswered. The Bi ble says that after He arose fromthe dead He
stayed forty days with the disciples before He ascended into heaven.
Hi s body had been changed, for the nortal had put on imortality;
yet to prove He was not a ghost, Jesus ate food before the disciples
(see Luke 24:42A43). It would be interesting to know if, when, and
where He slept during the five weeks prior to Hi s ascension. During
the period He appeared to His disciples but apart fromthose occa-
sions, where did He spend H s tinme, and where did He go? Am d al
the questions that m ght be considered, one delightful detail be-
comes obvi ous. The two disciples who were returning to their hone
failed to recogni ze the Lord because Christ concealed H s identi-
tyAHe appeared in a disguise! Mark tells us that "After that, he
appeared in another formunto two of them as they wal ked, and
went into the country. And they went and told it unto the residue:
nei ther believed they thent (Mark 16:12A13). The Living Bible
translates the text as follows: "Later that day, He appeared to two
who were wal king from Jerusaleminto the country, but they didn't
recogni ze himat first because he had changed hi s appearance.

The Savior was truly a great Physician; He desired to nmake H's
patients happy and well. Had He appeared in H s usual manner

t hey woul d have recogni zed H mimedi ately, but the doubts, fears,
and questions within their souls would have been untouched. He

del i berately disguised Hnself to deal with the unseen probl ens
within their mnds. Christians should expect their Master to be near
even anm d the nundane things of life. Rain is expected to fall from
dark clouds. WIIiam Cowper wrote:

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The cl ouds ye so much dread:

Are big with mercy, and will break

In bl essings on your head.

Paul enunciated a very inportant truth when he said to the Ro-
mans, "And we know that all things work together for good to them
that |Iove God, to themwho are the called according to his purpose.
When storns threaten the followers of Christ, they shoul d expect
Hmto performa mracle just as He did for the disciples on the Sea
of Galilee. When "our eyes are holden" and we cannot recognize
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H m we should never question His ability to save.
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The Spl endid Di scourse... Convincing

"Then he said unto them O fools, and slow of heart to believe al
that the prophets have spoken: Qught not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory? And begi nning at Mses
and all the prophets, he expounded unto themin all the Scriptures
the things concerning hinmself' (Luke 24:25A27). Probably the nes-
sage delivered to the Emmaus travel ers was the greatest sernon
ever preached. It is known what Sinon Peter and Stephen preached
in the earliest days of the Christian church, but the subject mtter
used by the Savior remains a mystery. Perhaps God was content to
mention only the source of the materials so that believers in every
age woul d search and find for thenmselves the things to which He
referred.

The first five books of the Bible are attributed to Mses, there-
fore his witings extended fromthe creation of man to the conquest
of Canaan. The many prophets mentioned in the Scriptures covered
the remaining period until the mnistry of Malachi. It may be as-
surmed that when the Lord instructed the two disciples, H s data was
drawn fromthe entire A d Testament, and He clained to be the
fulfillment of everything that had been predicted. It is inpossible to
avoid the conclusion that unless He was what He clainmed to be, He
was the nost outrageous deceiver in history.

When the Lord spoke with Ni codenus, He nentioned that Mses
had lifted up the serpent in the wilderness and suggested this related
to His forthcom ng crucifixion (see John 3:14A15). The prophet
| sai ah described perfectly what was to happen hundreds of years
later. What is now called the fifty-third chapter of his book supplied
a vivid word picture of the death of the Son of God. Repeatedly
t hroughout the Psal nms, David nentioned details that were only ful -
filled when Jesus of Nazareth died to reconcile sinners to God. The
Al m ghty saw the end fromthe begi nning and was able to paint on
human canvas the scenes to be enacted when the Wrd was nade
flesh to dwell anpong us. The portrait of the Messiah was clearly
st anped upon history, and when the risen Christ explained these
facts to His fascinated |listeners, their hearts burned within them It
shoul d be enphasi zed that when the Lord spoke to His listeners, He
spoke of things "concerning hinself' (see Luke 24:27). Unless
preachers center their nessages in the Person of Christ, they are out
of place in a pulpit! The world needs Jesus, but unfortunately nod-
ern soot hsayers present orations that cannot heal broken hearts and
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homes. The words spoken by the ancient G eeks should be found in
every pulpit, "Sir, we would see Jesus" (John 12: 20A21).
The Startling D sappearance ... Conpelling

"And it canme to pass, as he sat at neat with them he took bread
and bl essed it, and brake, and gave to them And their eyes were
opened, and they knew hinm and he vani shed out of their sight. And
they said one to another. Did not our heart burn within us, while he
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scrip-
tures?" (Luke 24:30-32). It was unbelievable; one noment He was
there, and the next He was gone! They |ooked at H's enpty chair
and at each other, and then | ooked at the chair again. They were
astoni shed and nystified. Suddenly both exclainmed, "He was the
Lord." They were as people in a trance, hardly knowi ng what to do
next. Readers may ask how that m racul ous di sappearance was ac-
conpl i shed, but the actions of God defy explanation. Luke in Acts
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8: 39 describes how, after the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch, "the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw himno
nore.... But Philip was found in Azotus: and passing through he
preached in all the cities, till he cane to Caesarea."”

The exact location of the oasis where the Ethiopian was baptized
cannot be determ ned, but Ashdod or Azotus was at |east twenty or
thirty mles away. The Holy Spirit could have transported God's
servant to the new | ocation, and the sane thing could have happened
when Jesus left the honme in Enmaus. Paul said, "For the Lord him
self shall descend from heaven with a shout with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trunmp of God: and the dead in Christ shal
rise first: Then we which are alive and renain shall be caught up
together with themin the clouds, to neet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:16Al7). It would be nost
informative to discover the details associated with the renoval of the
Lord from Emraus and the effect it had upon the couple |eft behind.
They had been away for at |east a week and woul d soon be retired for
the night. Their friends in Jerusalemwould al so be preparing to sleep
W sdom di ctated that however inportant their nessage, it could wait
until nmorning. Did the disciples consider these nmatters? Possibly they
did, but the irresistible urge to reach their friends expelled any idea of
delay. They had a story to tell, and the sooner they told it, the nore
pl eased they woul d be. Bl essed are the believers whose hearts are so
filled with joy they cannot remain silent.
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The Swi ft Departure... Conplying

"And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem and
found the el even gathered together, and themthat were with them
Sayi ng, The Lord hath risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Sinon.

And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was

known of themin breaking of bread" (Luke 24:33A35). A thrilling
desire to tell others about the Lord is an excellent therapy for tired
feet!

Several nodern sites have been identified with Enmaus, but
there is no concl usive evidence to prove which, if any, is authentic.
The village woul d have been six or seven nmiles from Jerusal em
whi ch necessitated a journey of one to two hours. The enthusiasm
of the travelers m ght have shortened the tinme of travel, but in any
case, their arrival in the city would have been late in the evening or
in the early hours of the norning.

Mark said, "After that he appeared in another formunto two of
them as they wal ked, and went into the country. And they went and
told it unto the residue: neither believed they thenm (Mark 16:12A13).
Luke endorsed that report when he wote, "And they told what
things were done in the way. . . Jesus hinself stood in the m dst of
them and saith unto them Peace be unto you. But they were terri-
fied and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit" (Luke
24: 35A37). Probably the Lord returned along the sanme road to Jerus-
alemand arrived a few nonents after Hi s disciples. They were
delivering their report when, "He stood in the mdst of them
No Christian witnesses alone. Standing in the shadows will be the
Savior waiting to hear and endorse what is said about H m

The church should be grateful to the disciples from Enraus;
had they renained in their village, their story m ght never have
been tol d. Their obedi ence and testinbny guaranteed an entrance
into God's Hall of Fane.
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