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THE HANDS OF THE M GHTY GOD OF JACOB
(GENESI S 49: 22- 24)

The imagery in this scripture is very suggestive, for the aged
Jacob, in blessing his sons, saw Joseph as a fruitful tree planted
by a well. Drawi ng sustenance fromthe depths of God's grace,
Joseph had becone prosperous in nmany ways, and his influence
had spread over the walls which protected the grove. Jacob's
favorite son had been used by God in Egypt, and fromthe
heavenly source had conmeAor woul d coneA" The Shepherd
or Rock of Israel." Many comentators believe this to be a
Messianic prediction fulfilled when the hands of Jesus supplied
healing to suffering people.

Rescuing Peter fromDrowning ... I-low Strong (Matt.
14: 30- 31)

"“But when he (Peter) saw the wi nd boisterous, he was afraid;
and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save ne. And
i mredi ately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him
and said unto him 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt ?" Perhaps Peter's response to the invitation of the Lord
was inmpul sive and irrational, but his faith was conmendabl e.
He wal ked upon the water and did the apparently inpossible. It
shoul d al ways be renmenbered that as | ong as he | ooked at the
Lord, he did not sink! Christ inparted to H's foll ower sone-
thing which He al one possessed. Furthernore, when Peter's
faith di m nished and he cried for help, Jesus did what no other
person could have done. To |lift a drowning nan, the rescuer
nmust be standing on something solid A otherw se, the desper-
ate man will pull himdown. Peter's experience was an exanpl e
of Christ's strength being made perfect in the disciple' s weak-
ness (2 Cor. 12:9).

The Savior's attitude toward Sinon Peter may be suma-
ri zed under four headings. He |oved; |ooked; listened and Iifted.
It is encouraging to know that Christ renains the unchanging
One. "Jesus Christ the sane yesterday, and today, and for ever
(Heb. 13:8). Life is filled with stornms which can be nore threat-
eni ng than any which disturbed the Sea of Galilee. Problens
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ruin serenity, but in every enmergency the Lord is able and
willing to help those who call upon H m

Recl aim ng the Leper from Despair.. . How Suggestive
(Mart. 8:2-3)

"And, behold, there cane a | eper and worshi pped him say-
ing, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst nake me clean. A nd Jesus put
forth his hand and touched him saying, | will; be thou clean
And immedi ately his leprosy was cleansed.” It was illegal for
any |leper to approach other people. Lepers were isolated, for
there was al ways danger of contagion. It may never be known
how fierce was the conflict within the mnd of the sufferer who
came to Christ. |If he disobeyed the |aw, he could be stoned.
Probably he knew death was inevitable whatever he did. If he
did nothing the disease would kill him if he went to Jesus and
was arrested, his prenature death would be a wel cone rel ease
fromsuffering. There appeared to be sone hope at the feet of
the Savior and any risk involved was worth taking. Neverthe-
| ess, the | eper never expected Christ to touch him That action
was consi dered beyond the real mof possibility, for to touch a
| eper was not only dangerous; it was defiling. Evidently God's
power nmet the man's need where it was. The Lord was above
the I aw and everything that acconpanied it. It was significant

Page 1



THE HANDS OF THE M GHTY GOD OF JACOB
that throughout His ministry, no person ever came in vain to
Jesus. Once again the incident may be summarized under four
headi ngsAThe law with its prohibition (see Leviticus 14). The
| eper with his problem The Lord with H's power. The |i bera-
tion with its praise.

Restoring the Beggar from Darkness.. . How Sufficient
(Mark 8:22-25)
"And he coneth to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man
unto him and besought himto touch him And he took the
blind man by the hand, and led himout of the town; and when
be hadsjitonhi seyes, andput ht shafl drl q) onhitfl, heaskedif he
saw ought. And he | ooked up and said, | see nmen as trees, walking.
After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made hi m
| ook up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly."
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This was a remarkabl e account, for it reveal ed facets of
Christ's mnistry not nentioned el sewhere. The fact that this
man was brought to Jesus indicated friends cared about his
condition. Throughout the history of the church theol ogi ans
debated the reason for the gradual recovery of this man's sight.
Coul d not Christ have conpleted the miracle instantly? The
Savior decided it would be better to heal the man by stages. For
this there could be several reasons. Perhaps the nman's health
necessitated a gradual inprovenent. The sudden inrush of |ight
m ght have caused ot her physical danmage. The Pul pit Com
mentary interprets the passage as: "I see nen; for | behold them
as trees walking; that is, | see sonething confusedly and ob-
scurely; not deafly, for | see what | think nust be nmen, and yet
so dimy that they look to ne Iike trees only that | know nen
move fromtheir places, whereas trees do not" (Pulpit Comen-
tary. "Mark," pg. 333). Perhaps Christ rewarded the man ac-
cording to his faith. An inperfect faith was answered by an
i nconplete nmiracle. Christ encouraged the beggar to "believe
with all his heart” that even greater things could be perfornmed
on his behalf. Jesus denonstrated the fact that He was able to
nmeet the man's need under all circunmstances, and what He did
then, He still performs for all who trust H m

Rel i eving the Wdow fromDifficulty ... How Splendid
(Luke 13:11-13)

"And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of
infirmty eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in
no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her
to him and said unto her, Wnman, thou art |oosed fromthine
infirmty. And he laid his hands on her, and i medi ately she
was nade straight, and glorified God." The age of this afflicted
woman i s not known, but she had probably spent half of her life
as a victimof a crippling disease. She was troubled by a mal a-
dy which affected her spine, and consequently could not even
lift her head to see the Savior. Wen Jesus called her, even
t hough she could not see Hm at |east she heard His voice A
and obeyed! That was the secret of the transfornation which
removed her disability.
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There are innunerabl e peopl e whose sight is limted; op-
pressive circunstances prevent their recognition of the good-
ness of God. The Lord never asks the inpossible. Wen nen
are overwhel med by problens, God calls, and obedi ence nakes
all things possible. There was no religious order which could
performmracles; the secret of recovery was in a personal con-
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frontation with the living Christ, and as it was long ago, it
remai ns unchanged t oday.

Rel easing the Disciples fromDoubt.. . How Safe (John
10: 27- 29)

"My sheep hear ny voice, and | know them and they foll ow
nme. And | give unto themeternal life, and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of nmy hand. My
Fat her whi ch gave themne, is greater than all, and no nan is
able to pluck them Qur of ny Father's hand."” The "doubl e-
grip" of the hands of The Father and Son provides inmeasurable
strength and i nconparable safety. This is a delightfu
endor senent of the words spoken by Jacob. ". . . the aims of his
hands were nade strong by the hands of the mighty Cod of
Jacob A fromthence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel" (Gen
49: 24) .

Jesus realized the future of His followers would be hazard-
ous; Sinon Peter woul d be ashaned of his inconsistency; Tho-
mas worried by his doubts, and others a prey to their fear. After
each failure, despondency would harass the minds of Hi s dear-
est friends, and the thought of being unworthy of God's kind-
ness coul d haunt themthroughout their earthly pilgrinage. The
Lord was enphatic when He announced that nothing would be
able to pluck themfrom"the double-grip" of the divine Famly.
Paul evidently believed this fact, for he wote: "For | am per-
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to conme, Nor
hei ght, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa-
rate us fromthe love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Rom 8:38-39).

The keepi ng power of God's hand is sufficient for every
energency of life. It was witten that the Lord Jesus "took them
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(little children) up into his arms, put his hands upon them and
bl essed thent (Mark 10:16). At the other extrene of life, David
said: "Wiither shall | go fromthy spirit? or whither shall | flee
fromthy presence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if

I make nmy bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the w ngs
of the norning and dwell in the utternost parts of the sea; Even
there shall thy hand lead nme, and thy right hand shall hold ne"
(Ps. 139:7-10).

250

Page 3



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.



http://www.daneprairie.com

