THE GQUEST ... who refused a wedding garnent
THE GUEST ... who refused a weddi ng garnent
(Matt hew 22:12)

When the Lord Jesus spoke about the king who nade
a marriage for his son, He gave to the world one of Hs
nmost conprehensive parables. The far-reaching inplica-
tions of this nessage went beyond the i mediate circum
stances of H s day, and enbraced the entire age of grace.
I n speaki ng of the people who openly spurned the invita-
tion to the wedding, Christ undoubtedly referred to the
Jewi sh rejection of God's proffered grace. Yet out of this
tragedy cane a greater invitation to a w der audi ence.
"Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready .
Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shal
find, bid to the marriage. So those servants went out into
t he hi ghways, and gathered together all as nany as they
found, both bad and good: and the weddi ng was furnished
with guests” (Matt. 22 :9,10).

The d ad Request
It is significant that class distinction was unknown in

this great nmessage. The earlier invitation to the privileged
few had been superseded by a far greater declaration -
"Whosoever will nmay cone.” The "casting away of

them' resulted in "the reconciling of the world" (Rom
11:15). Thus the servants of the great king went out in
every direction to seek guests for the wedding, and pro-
bably the scenes which took place beggared description

It seemed a fantasy that a king should wel come tranps

to his palace. Yet the nessengers of the royal househol d
assured every one that this was the king's intention. It
was i ndeed a great request, and nothing else could so
adequately describe the wonder of the Gospel message.

God is deternmined to honour Hi s Son, and sinners of al
nations are invited to the marriage supper of the Lanb.

The d orious Rai nent
An eastern weddi ng was always a nost colourful affair,
but a royal wedding was a scene of brilliant magnificence.
Every guest was clothed in special garnents provided by
the king, and the entire scene becanme one of unprecedented
spl endour. The cost of supplying this rainment was very
great, but no expense was ever spared in the matter of
honouring a king's son. Bought at great price, the gar-
ments were offered free to all the guests. Therefore when
the servants brought the poor, the wetched, the filthy, and
the unlovely to the wedding, the colourful garments offered
by the attendant seened in strange contrast to the rags of
t he people. A quick wash to renpve dirt, a putting off of
rags, and a gl ad acceptance of the offered garnent, were
sufficient to turn a beggar into a prince. Probably this
was the Saviour's best illustration of the garnents of sal va-
tion. Provided at the greatest cost, they are offered free
to sinners. W put away the rags of our self-righteousness,
and reaching forth the hand of faith, we accept the garnents
of grace and stand clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
d orious rai nent indeed!

The Great Refusal
"And when the king canme in to see the guests, he saw
there a man which had not on a weddi ng garnent: and he
saith unto him Friend, how canest thou in hither not
havi ng a weddi ng garnent? And he was speechl ess" (vv.
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ii, 12). The king was perfectly justified in asking the
question, for he had rmade anple provision to neet the
needs of all his guests. Surely, this particular guest could
not have been clad in rags, or he would have readily seized
the chance to hide his poverty. Perhaps his garnents were
new, and he was proud of them He was not |ike the
ot her guests. Maybe he was a Pharisee and said, "J am
not as other nen are . . . or even as these publicans."” He
therefore refused the offer of the garnent, believing that
he was perfectly presentable for the king' s banquet

The Ghastly Result
"Then said the king to the servants, Bind himhand and

foot, and take himaway, and cast himinto outer darkness;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (v. 13). An
expression of penitence at that late hour would be totally
unacceptable. The silly man had refused a king's offer

He had done so deliberately, and had thereby insulted a

ki ng's grace and di shonoured a king 5 son. He was
exceedingly guilty, and was responsible for his own ms-
fortune. This was a tragedy which m ght easily have been
avoi ded.

"Who hath ears to hear, let himhear."
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