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"And the Lord appeared unto Abram and said, Unto thy seed will 1 give
this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared
unto hint' (Gen. 12:7).

This text introduces two nen who began a journey together
They had a common goal but unfortunately were separated from
the one another. One clinbed a nountain to a place where the
at nosphere was cl ean and pure, where vision was unlimted. H's
conpani on descended into the plains of Sodom where opportuni -
ties for a successful business career appeared to be excellent. The
| and was productive; cattle were fat, and | aughter echoed fromthe
nearby city. Sodomwas an attractive place for people who ig-
nored pollution. Even poor folk could becone rich if they were
willing to destroy their souls. Abram and his nephew | ooked at the
wel | -wat ered plains of Sodom but increasing strife necessitated a
separation of the two nen. "And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where.

Then Lot chose himall the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed

east; and they separated thensel ves the one fromthe other. Abram
dwelled in the | and of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom (Gen. 13:10Al12).

One detail explained the difference between the two nmen. Abram
loved to erect altars; Lot did not. Possibly he had occasionally knelt
at his uncle's altar, but he never built one of his own. Abram | ooked
toward heaven; Lot |ooked toward the cities of the plain. The ol der
man was thrilled by the grace of God; his nephew was influenced
by greed and anbition and becane the wealthi est pauper of his
generation. These nen could belong to any fanily, church, or com
munity and be business associates or intimate friends. Yet they
nm ght be very different fromeach other. The man who kneels daily
at an altar cannot be far away from God. Anyone who is too busy to
pray wal ks on a dangerous hi ghway. Abram built four altars which
represented stages of spiritual growh.

The Altar of Conversion. . . How Wonderful AThe Pl ace of Pardon
Abram erected his first altar in the plain of Mreh, which was

the cul mnation of a long journey fromU of the Chal dees. As far
as is known he never had any inclination earlier to erect any altar
Hi s father Terah worshiped idols, and it is extrenely unlikely that

10
any other religion was pernmtted to interfere with that practice
(see Josh. 24:2). Abram would have been a | oyal son, subject to
the authority of his parent. Then, in some unreveal ed way, CGod
spoke to him everything changed for the son of Terah. "Now the
LORD had said unto Abram GCet thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and fromthy father's house, unto a land that | wll
shew thee: And | will nake of thee a great nation, and I wll bless
thee, and make thy nane great; and thou shalt be a bl essing”
(Gen. 12:1A2). There is reason to believe that in the estimtion of
hi s nei ghbors Abram was exceptionally foolish. Wen he tried to
explain the reason for his departure into the desert, his answers
were not conclusive. He had heard a voice calling himbut had no
knowl edge of the One who called him He did not know where he
was goi ng or what he would do when he reached his destination.
Had he becone i nsane? Nevert hel ess, Abram obeyed the whi sper
that troubled his soul and aroused his conscience. Centuries |ater
wi se nen followed a star to find the infant Christ. Abram had no
such guide; he went in faith, "for he | ooked for a city which hath
foundati ons, whose buil der and naker is God" (Heb. 11:10).

Terah acconpani ed his son on the journey from U and was
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probably a great hindrance to everybody. Wen he reached Haran
the center of npbon worship, he decided to stay there. Many years
| ater Abram reached Canaan. The | ong trek through sandy wastes
was hazardous and difficult, but ultimately he reached the Prom sed
Land and, arriving in the plains of Manire, erected his first altar
"And the LORD appeared unto Abram "™ Wiile the patriarch lived in
U of the Chal dees, he heard a voice calling him when he knelt
before an altar, he net Cod.

That was one of the earliest glinpses of evangelical truth. Wen
the call of Cod reaches the soul of a sinner, its nessage is disturb-
i ng, but when a person reaches the place of sacrificeAthe Cross of
Cal varyAGod appears to the believing soul, and H s presence be-
conmes real. The poet expressed this fact when he wote:

At the Cross, at the Cross,

Were | first saw the light:

And the burden of ny heart rolled away:
It was there by faith,

| received ny sight,

And now | am happy all the day.

11
The Altar of Communion... How WseAThe Pl ace of Prayer

"And he renoved fromthence unto a nountain on the east of
Bet hel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on
the east; and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called
upon the nane of the LORD' (Gen. 12:8). Wien Abramknelt at his
first altar, God nmet with him At his second altar he prayed, and this
becane a daily custom He had |ived nany years w thout know ng
the Lord; now he planned to neet H m every day. Abram enjoyed
being with Jehovah. To listen to His voice was to hear the nusic of
anot her worl d. The patriarch was al ways safe when he |ingered near
the altar of Jehovah. There was never a famine "in the |and" when
God and Hi s servant were together

"And Abram j ourneyed, going on still toward the south. And
there was a famine in the |and: And Abram went down into Egypt"
(Gen. 12:9A10). During his sojourn in Egypt he never had an altar
and had no fellowship with God. His faith was shattered; neno-
ries haunted his soul, and he was an unhappy man. Eventual ly,
when his |life was threatened, he regretted his nistakes and did his
utnost to correct the situation. "And Abram went up out of Egypt

unto the place where his tent had been at the begi nning,
bet ween Bethel and Hai; Unto the place of the altar, which he had
made there at the first; and there Abramcalled on the nane of the
LORD" (Gen. 13:1A4).

It is always wise to pray, but it is particularly inportant to do so
when guilt harasses the soul. It is witten that on both occasions
when Abramvisited the altar at Bethel, he called upon the name of
the Lord, and his problens were solved. A story has been told of a
small child who finished her prayer saying:

"Goodbye, dear Lord. We are noving to New York. It has been
ni ce knowi ng you. Anen." Had Abram been foolish he m ght have
finished his prayer in a simlar fashion when he noved fromthe

pl ain of Moreh to the nmountain on the east of Bethel. Instead, the
patriarch could have said with David, "Wither shall | go fromthy
spirit? or whither shall | flee fromthy presence? If | ascend up into
heaven, thou art there; if | make ny bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If | take the wings of the norning, and dwell in the utternost

parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand I ead nme, and thy right
hand shall hold nme" (Ps. 139:7A10). It is wonderful to neet God at
the altar, but it is better to neet H mthere every day.
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The Altar of Covenant... How Worthwhil eAThe Pl ace of Praise

"Then Lot chose himall the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed
east; and they separated thensel ves the one fromthe other. Abram
dwelled in the I and of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
plain... . And the LORD said unto Abram after that Lot was sepa-
rated fromhim Lift up now thine eyes, and | ook fromthe place
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and west-
ward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to
thy seed for ever.... Then Abramrenoved his tent, and canme and
dwelt in the plain of Manre, which is in Hebron, and built there an
altar unto the LORD' (Gen. 13:11A18). It is interesting that at his
third altar Abram never asked for anythi ngAhe had been given
ever yt hi ng!

"And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, | pray thee,
between nme and t hee, and between ny herdnmen and thy herdnen;
for we be brethren. Is not the whole |and before thee? separate
thyself, | pray thee, fromne: If thou wilt take the |left hand, then
will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then | will go
to the left" (Gen. 13:8A9). It becane increasingly evident that Abram
who lived close to his God, detested strife. To the patriarch it was
nore desirable to enjoy peace than riches. His fellowship at the altar
was spoiled by discord within his canp. Sonething had to be done
qui ckly, and he never expected God to do what was his own respon-
sibility.

There was no need to seek divine guidance, for the man who knelt
at the altar was receptive to suggestions made by the Spirit of God.
Tranquility within the soul is inmpossible when alien forces pollute the
human sanctuary. Conpronmise with evil is never w se when a sou
strives to please God. When Lot chose to seek his fortune anong the
peopl e of the plains, God rewarded Abram by giving to himfar nore
than he coul d have acquired even had he lived for thousands of years.
It was unnecessary to seek the guidance of God when the issue was a
choi ce between good and evil. Abram never forgot how the Lord said
to him "Arise, walk through the land in the length of it, and in the
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. Then Abram renoved his
tent and cane and dwelt in the plain of Manire, which is in Hebron
and built there an altar unto the LORD' (Gen. 13:17A18). This was an
A d Testanent expression of a truth taught by the Savior, "But seek
ye first the ki ngdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these
t hi ngs shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33).

13

The Altar of Consecration. . . How WIIingAThe Place of Provision

"And they cane to the place which God had told himof; and

Abram built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound

Isaac his son, and laid himon the altar upon the wood" (Gen. 22:9).

An interesting progression of thought is found in the four altars

erected by Abram The first was a place of pardon, the second of

prayer, the third of praise, and the fourth of provision. The path of

conpl ete surrender is never snooth. Sonmetinmes it is difficult to

appreci ate the wisdom of God, for H's ideas are nore conprehen-

sive than ours. It was devastating when Abrahamwas instructed to

sacrifice Isaac. What wi sdom could be found in such an act? "And

Abrahamrose up early in the norning, and saddl ed his ass, and

took two of his young nen with him and Isaac his son, and cl ave

the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the

pl ace of which God had told him' (Gen. 22:3). During that journey

the anxi ous father considered the prom ses of God and reached a

thrilling conclusion. It was never safe nor wise to judge by appear-
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ances. Jehovah had pronised to bless the children of |saac, and
therefore Isaac could not die childless. If the Lord pernitted the boy
to die, He would have to raise himfromthe dead or risk being
called untruthful. That conclusion enabled Abramto say to his ser-
vants, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder
and worship, and conme again to thee" (Gen. 22:5). That trusting
father promised to return with his son, and that woul d have been
i npossible if |Isaac died.

Many years later, the witer to the Hebrews said, "By faith Abra-
ham when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received
the pronises offered his only begotten son. O whomit was said,
That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was
able to raise himup, even fromthe dead; from whence also he
received himin a figure" (Heb. 11:17A19). That inspiring belief in
the faithful ness of God brought Abraham victoriously through his
greatest ordeal. Had he not understood the reliability of the Al -
mghty, it would have been difficult to obey H's strange conmand.

He bel i eved Jehovah was too wise to make mi stakes and too | oving

to be unkind. Wth unwavering faith, "Abraham stretched forth his
hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the LORD
call ed unto himout of heaven, and said Abraham Abraham and he
said, Here amI|. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the I|ad,

nei ther do any thing unto him for now | know that thou fearest

14

God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from

me" (Gen. 22:10-12). Wen the relieved father turned to see a ram
caught by his horns in the nearby thicket, he knew the Lord had

agai n denonstrated Hi s |oving kindness. Abrahamlived close to his
altars, and as the Psalm st said, "He that dwelleth in the secret place
of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Al m ghty"

(Ps. 91:1). The patriarch earned the right to be called "The Friend of
God" (see Janes 2:23).
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