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(John 1: 14)

Many witers, ancient and nodern, have witten con-
cerning the birth of Christ; but of themall, three stand
out in bold relief. Wen Dr. Luke wote his Gospel, he
guoted the angels as saying, "For unto you is born this
day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord" (Luke 2:11). \When Paul the theol ogi an expressed

the m nd of the Church, he wote ". . . great is the nmystery
of godliness: God was nanifest in the flesh . . ." (1 Tim
3:16). And finally, the apostle John said, " in the begin-
ning was the Wrd, and the Wrd was with God, and the

Wrd was God . . . And the Wrd was nmade fl esh. and

dwelt anobng us . . ." We would add to the words of the

journalist, and say that this was the greatest event in history.

PROPOSI TION 1. If it be true that God cane down to

earth, surely Hi s reasons for doing so were very great

Hi story teaches that in every crisis in human experience,
God has been able to produce either man or angel capable
of neeting the need. The judges and the prophets of
ancient times all witness to this truth. Yet behind the
Bet hl ehemincident is the greatest drama of all tine. God
was confronted by somet hing whi ch necessitated H s own
intervention. Neither man nor angel was equal to the
demands of the nonment, and thus God found it necessary
to come down to earth. "The Wrd was nmade flesh."
That conpel li ng need-whatever it was mnust have been
exceedingly great, and we are obliged to discover its origin.
Let the Scriptures supply the answer. "This is a faithfu
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
canme into the world to save sinners " (1 Tim 1:15). It was
the need of nan which brought the Almghty to earth; and
in view of all that has already been said, we are now able
to extend proposition one. |If the story be true, then how
great was the need of man

PROPOSI TION 2. If it be true that God cane down to

earth, how great was His |ove

It nust never be forgotten that God saw the end from
t he begi nning; and He who canme to Bethl ehem cane
knowi ng that the road would I ead on to Calvary. Yet in
spite of the unprecedented angui sh through which He
woul d be called to pass, He turned not back. Fully
realizing all that would be denmanded of Hm He cane
into the world to save sinners. This great |ove was mani -
fest in every nmracle He perforned, in every sernon
delivered, and in every contact which He had with man-
kind. The sane hands whi ch upheld and controlled a
world, were capable of lifting alittle child to H s knee.
The sane m nd which conceived the songs of the birds
was al so interested in bringing songs to the hearts of needy
people. He touched the untouchable | epers; He |oved the
unl ovel y denoni acs; He died for the ungrateful ungodly.
There was love in all H's words and deeds, and that |ove
not only brought Hmto a manger-it took HHmto Cal vary.

PROPCSI TION 3. If it be true that God cane down to
earth, then how great is nan's opportunity
A possi bl e objection nmight be that this would be true
for the people living in H s day, but for us who are re-
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noved by twenty centuries fromthe tinme of Hi s sojourn
on earth, the proposition would not be strictly accurate.
If we could sit at Hs feet, or even draw near to Hi s side,
then our opportunities would be nmeasureless. Alas, we
were born too late! These arguments seem convi nci ng
until we pause to renenber that if God really canme to
earth, then H's words would be utterly reliable. The in-

carnate Wrd said at a later date, "It is expedient for you
that | go away: for if J go not away, the Conforter will
not come unto you . . ." (John 16:7). Inprisoned within

a body, the eternal spirit of Christ could not be in two
pl aces at once. Yet, in the Person of the returning Com
forter, He could be everywhere at the sane nonent. Thus
He was able to command Hi s disciples, "Go ye into al
the world and preach the Gospel." "And lo, 1 amwith
you al way" (Mark 16:15; Matt. 28 : 20). The Incarnate
Wrd is now the Omipresent Christ.
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell:

Ch, cone to us, abide with us,
Qur Lord Enmanuel
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