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THE ETH OPI AN EUNUCH ... to whomwe woul d send a letter
(ACTS 8: 26-40)

Dear Sir,
You nay not be aware of the fact, but your story has
fascinated mllions of readers. it suggests romance and

nmystery of the highest order; it brings to the nind the dark
forests of Ethiopia, the glittering splendor of an ancient
court where you served, and hints at all kinds of vague possi -
bilities as to why you went on a long journey to worship
the God of another race. It is nore than likely that you were
an Ethiopian, a dark-skinned man of Africa. How, t hen
did you becone acquainted with Israel's God? Had some
travelling trader told you of the new, or should |I say the old,
faith? Had you travelled and studied in other [lands? It
has been suggested that you were a Hebrew and, as many
of your countrynen, had found favor in a royal house of
another nation. There are so many things we would like
to nention; but since these ordinary questions have so often
been asked, forgive us if we confine our interests to the nore
unusual type of enquiry. Your journey to Jerusalem your
subsequent neeting with Philip the evangelist, and your sur-
render to Jesus Christ, are very well known. Probably you
often delighted your friends wth your testinmobny. W are
wondering if the broader inplications of this mniracle have
passed unnoti ced.

God' s Fait hf ul ness

Perhaps in your nonents of remniscence, you mar vel | ed
that a stranger should have net you on a desert highway.
Really, sir, the event was a direct answer to prayer. Dd
you know that I|ong before you were born, King Sol onon
prayed for vyou? Let wus quote from the anci ent record,
". . . Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy
peopl e Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy nanme's
sake (For they shall hear of thy great nane, and of thy
strong hand, and of thy stretched-out arm; when he shal
come and pray toward this house; Hear thou in heaven thy

dwel ling place, and do according to all that the stranger
calleth to thee for . . . " (I Kings 8:41-43). God is faithful
H s covenant pronises assure Hs people that He wll answer

prayer. No one agency alone is responsible for conversion
Believing prayer is a bridge thrown across the centuries.

God' s Ri ght eousness
Dear friend fromAfrica, you mnust be proud of the fact
that |ong before your day, another Ethiopian rendered salu-
tary service to a prophet of the true God. Once again let us
quote from the ancient witings. " Now when Ebed- nel ech
the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon .
he went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the

king. . . . So Ebed-nelech . . . took thence old cast clouts
and old rotten rags, and let them down by the cords into
the dungeon to Jeremiah. . . . So they drew up Jereniah

and took him out of the dungeon" (Jer. 38:7-13). God has
a wonderful way of paying debts. There had been an occa-
sion when an Ethiopian rendered service to a prophet, and
probably saved his life; now a prophet. was to render service
to an Ethiopian, and save his soul

God' s Wat chf ul ness
Have you ever watched an ant noving anongst t housands
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of others on an anthill? Close your eyes for a second, and
it is quite inpossible to find the tiny creature. Sir, we have
al ways narvelled that in spite of the fact that mllions and
mllions of people nove wupon the face of the earth, God
saw you. CGod's watchfulness is so wonderful that an indi-
vidual is never lost in a crowd. Perhaps it was the conscious-
ness of this fact which enabled Job to exclaim " He knoweth
the way that | take. . " You were alone in the desert, and
yet you were not alone, for the eyes of God followed vyour

every novenment. You were very inmportant, t oo, for Cod
di sturbed a preacher's preparation and transported him from
the busy city. At that precise nonent, eternal interests were

centred in you. Probably you have considered this, and have
found it to be a source of undying gratitude.

God' s Great ness

Now al |l that we have suggested is proof of +the power of
CGod; but the salvation which reached your soul when you
trusted Christ, the joy that continued even when your evan-
gelist friend suddenly disappeared, the constant fellowship
you enjoyed as you journeyed hone to evangelize your own
peopl e-these are further indications that what God begins,
He is able to conclude. H's grace enabled you to discover
streans in the desert. Hi s kindness in revealing Christ enabled
you to find spiritual realities where only dead fornalism had
existed. This to us seens to be the background of every true
conversion; this is the evidence that what is done in human
hearts is all of grace. You agree? O course you do! One
day, we will talk about these things face to face.

The Phenonenal Rise of Social Credit
Dr. T. B. MDormand, the genial and capabl e Cenera
Secretary of the Baptist Federation of Canada, represented
his country at the Baptist Wrld Alliance conference held at
Ruschl i kon, August 2-8, 1958. His stirring addr ess, Evan-

gelism and a Savi ng Fai th for Moder n Man, seened to
express all that needed to be said concerning this inportant
t herre. Dr . McDor mand has permtted e to r epr oduce
his closing paragraph. It provides a thrilling illustration of
the necessity for, and the possibilities of, one by one
evangel i sm

" In 1934 the Province of Alberta, Canada, wi t nessed a

strange political phenomenon in the rise to power of the so-

called Social Credit Party. Totally unknown candi dates con-

tended for seats in the legislature, and they represented an
unknown and weird econoni ¢ t heory, chanpi oned by Maj or

Douglas, of Britain, and espoused in Al berta by a school

teacher who was also a lay preacher of extrene premllennial

views. No conbination of facts should have nore conpletely
foredoomed a party to abject defeat at the polls. Yet they
won by a large mmjority, and have held power in Aberta
fromthat day to this. Let me tell you the probable secret of
t hei r astonishing success-Dinner parties in the homes of five
t housand Social Credit supporters.

" Back of this technique was a careful training of |eaders
-laymen and |aywonen; a creative provi di ng of t echni ques
inthe form of blackboards and charts; the assignment of a
specific nunber of " parties" to each woman in the ' Social
Credit Clubs.' Results followed wth the certainty wth which
Nazi sm by actual ly simlar nmet hods, captivated Cer many
with all its boasted culture and high educational standards;
or with which Comunism has flourished in certain quarters
of the earth through its ' cell' organization
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"It seens incredible that the Christian Church, wth the

suprene ‘'programi as it were, for human Ilife, and Wt h

the mightiest organizations and resources ever boast ed by
any cause in all history, should meke so little inpact on our
present-day society-when we take a really squar e and un-
conpromi sing |ook at what we are doi ng. The expl anati on

isto be found to quite a degree in the lack of persona
equation in our strategy. W count on church bui | di ngs,

progranms, educated preachers, |arge i nvest ment s of noney to
produce the results. They never have; they never wll; they
never can. ' Ye shall be wtnesses unto ne'-that is t he

divinely appointed strategy; and the Church nmust nobi | i ze,
train, and discipline its witnesses if it is to meet the challenge
of this hour. Having trained t hem st rengt hened them in
their purpose, it nust send themout to bear the good tidings:
to the guests in their honmes, to the man next door, to sons

and daughters, to enployers and enployees. It nmust equi p
themwith nore effective Iliterature and visual aids. It nust
learn howto counsel wth them concerning their failures,
and to rejoice with them in their successes-all wthin a
dynam c fellowship of the concerned, in nunbers snall and

| arge, organi zed and spontaneous, in the Church famly."

it is problematical whether or not the Christian Church
in any one state or county could provide five thousand
church nenbers sufficiently enthusiastic to convene dinner
parties at which the clainms of Christ would be presented to

specially invited non-church guests. The Mor nmon Chur ch
sends out missionaries who literally i nvade non- Mor non
communi ties; the Jehovah Wtnesses, in all kinds of weather
stand at street corners endeavoring to place their literature

into the hands of the people; Comunist agents penetrate
deep into the heart of Africa, stirring up trouble anong
native peoples. Al these representatives of an alien faith
are keen to spread their teachings, while the rank and file
of the Christian community do nothing. Wthin the <circles

of the early Church, all nmenbers becane evangelists; and
until we can ernulate that inspired exanple, we cannot even
hope to influence the nodern world. If every chur chman

determined to win at |east one other soul a year, the world
woul d soon see an upsurge of spiritual power that would
dwar f anyt hing known in history.

I was first taught this inportant fact when | was about
fifteen years of age. M pastor had awakened wthin ny
heart an interest in winning others for Christ. | quickly

found anot her boy, and to the best of my ability tried to
interest himin the church. Later, when opportunity occurred,
| spoke to himabout the necessity of becoming a Christian

and finally that lad, Cdifford Gay, surrendered hinmself to the

Saviour. That sane boy, long since grown to nanhood, has
for many years been a successful mssionary from whose |Iips
mul titudes have heard the Cospel story. The  one-by-one

met hod nay produce a harvest of mllions!
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