THE BEST PLACE IN THE Wrld- At the Feet of Jesus
THE BEST PLACE I N THE
WORLD ... at the feet of Jesus (MATTHEW 15: 30)

"The eye of the needle"” was the small gate built into the
| arge gates of Jerusalem Probably, the Lord had seen a canel -
eer striving desperately to squeeze his canel through the nar-
row opening. First, all the baggage had to be renoved; then the
ani mral was commanded to kneel and be persuaded to pass
through the snall aperture. It was a difficult and conplicated
maneuver, but a determ ned travel er often acconplished the
chal | engi ng task. Every listener understood what Christ meant
when He said:". . . It is easier for a canel to go through the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the ki ngdom of
God" (Mall. 19:24).

Proud citizens refused to kneel before Christ. It was al nost
i npossible for themto off-load their treasures and advance on
their knees into the kingdom of God! That, apparently, was an
art few people acquired. Men are tallest when they kneel at the
feet of the Savior. Certain texts considered together provide an
i nteresting progression of thought.

Peter Fell Down. . . The Place of Conviction (Luke 5:8)

Si non Peter never forgot the norning when the Savior wal ked
toward hi mon the beach of the Sea of Galilee. Wth increasing
i nterest he watched the approachi ng crowd, but when the Strang-
er stepped into the enpty boat, took a seat, and asked Peter to
row t he boat away fromthe shore, he probably smled and did
as Jesus had asked. It was the first tine his fishing boat had
been used as a pul pit.

It is not known whet her or not he attended the synagogue
servi ces; perhaps his occupation left little time for religious
activities. That norning Peter heard the greatest sernon he had
ever heard. Its content has never been disclosed, but it may be
safely assunmed, as it continued, Sinon becane increasingly
agitated. The witers of the CGospels never reveal ed how | ong
Jesus spoke, but when the uni que seaside service term nated,

Si ron was asked to go to deeper water and prepare to catch
fish.
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Peter's admiration for the Preacher was never in doubt, but
what had been requested seened foolish since the fishernen
had worked all the night wi thout success. Neverthel ess, he had
no desire to displease the Stranger, so he replied: "Master, we
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: neverthel ess
at thy wont | will let down the net" (Luke 5:5). Peter commit-
ted an expensive nistake. He was told to |l et down his nets. The
fish which should have been in two, three or four nets, went
into the one which i medi ately comenced to break. "Wen
Sinmon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart
fromme;, for | ama sinful nan, 0 Lord."

It is inmportant to renenber Peter caught the fish after he had
heard the Savior's sernon. To use the proverbial saying: "It
was the last straw which broke the canel's back!" Probably
Si non was seated behind the Lord, but as he skillfully handl ed
the boat, Christ's nmessage convicted him He renenbered things
he had done and said, and guilt overwhel ned his soul as he
said: "Depart fromnme, for | ama sinful nman, 0 Lord." It is
i mpossible to hear the Gospel of Christ w thout being troubled
by a sense of unwort hi ness.

Zacchaeus Cane Down. . . The Place of Contrition
(Luke 19:6)
Page 1



THE BEST PLACE IN THE Worl d- At the Feet of Jesus
The story of Zacchaeus is one of the nost intriguing in the
New Testanment. It was witten: "He sought to see Jesus who he
was. .. ." It appears to be inconprehensible that after three and
a half years of Christ's anazing mnistry, there renained a man
unaware of the identity and personality of Jesus of Nazareth.
(1) Was the tax-gatherer so isolated fromhis fellow Jews that
he had remai ned i gnorant of events within the nation? (2) Ws
this an unusual conmotion in Jericho when, unexpectedly, peo-
ple thronged the streets? Did Zacchaeus enmerge fromhis office
asking, "Wat is the cause of this disturbance?" Maybe he had
heard about the niracl e-worker from Nazareth, and hearing He
was near, becane anxious to see Hm He was very di mnutive,
and to gain a better view, clinbed into a sycanore tree. The
| ow-lying branches enabled himto find a suitable vantage point.
Zacchaeus was the chief tax-gatherer in Jericho, and it is
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believed his position was exploited to increase personal wealth.
Per haps, unlike Peter, he was self-righteous. Curiosity hel ped
himclinb the tree, but concern brought himback to the street.
Zacchaeus, who had never heard the Savior, |ooked into the
Lord's face, and heard: "Zacchaeus, make haste, and cone down;
for today | must abide at thy house." He was detested by the
Phari sees, but their contenpt was neani ngl ess. He realized that
Jesus knew him loved him and desired a wel cone into his hone.

It may be significant that the man did not say: "Lord, the

hal f of ny goods | will give to the poor -, and if | have taken
anything fromany nan by false accusation | will restore him
fourfold." It would appear fromthe text that this had al ready

been his conmon practice; that he was fair, honorable and just.
That may or may not have been the case, but at least it may be
said his testinony would be attractive to people who advertise
their personal virtue. The view fromthe feet of Jesus is infinite-
ly better than any seen froma tree!

The Pal sied Man Was Let Down... The Pl ace of Conver-
sion (Luke 5:19)

Bl essed is the man whose friends desire to bring himto
Christ. "And behold, nmen brought in a bed a nman whi ch was
taken with a palsy: and they sought nmeans to bring himin, and
to lay himbefore him And when they could not find by what
way they mght bring himin because of the nmultitude, they
went upon the housetop, and | et himdown through the tiling
with his couch into the nmidst before Jesus."” Wbster's Dictio-
nary describes pal sy as being: "paralysis of any part of the body
someti mes acconpanied with involuntary trenors.” The shak-
ing palsy was "A chroni c degenerative di sease of the central
nervous system characterized by trenors, nmuscular rigidity,
weakness, and a nasklike expression." H's condition and expe-
rience can be summari zed under four headings.

(1) He was sick. Hi s disease had reached vital parts of his
body; he had becone hel pl ess and hopel ess; there was no known
cure for his ailnment. Jesus said the cause of his condition was
sin, but, apparently, the sufferer was either ignorant of that fact,
or had forgotten it
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(2) He was sure. Carried by four of his friends, the man
approached the building in which Jesus was speaki ng, but the
size of the audience made a normal entry inmpossible. Undaunt-
ed, his carriers ascended steps to the roof to renove the tiles.
The owner of the building woul d becomre annoyed that his
property had been damaged, but the sick man believed he would
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be able to assune responsibility for repairs.

(3) He was surprised. Wien the Lord said: "Man, thy sins
are forgiven thee," the nost anazed man in the place was the
suppliant. He had not cone seeking forgiveness, but to be heal ed!
Yet, Jesus affirmed the cause of his ailnment was previously
comritted sin. Having dealt with the cause of the trouble, it
becanme easy for Christ to renove its effect.

(4) He was saved. The man's |life was transforned; his pain
was replaced by peace; paralysis by praise; hel pl essness by
happi ness. Everythi ng changed when he reached the feet of
Jesus.

The Fat her Kneel ed Down... The Place of Concern
(Mart. 17:14)

"And when they were cone to the nmultitude, there cane to
hima certain man, kneeling down to him and saying, Lord
have nercy on nmy son: for he is a lunatic and sore vexed: for
ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. And
brought himto thy disciples, and they could not cure hinf
(Mart. 17:14-16).

The father was desperate; he had exhausted his resources.
Every person in the community believed his son was possessed
by a denon, and avoi ded contact with the fanmly. The |ad
needed constant attention and it was recogni zed his unpredict-
abl e actions coul d cause death.

Apparently, the grieving parent had no physical ailnments,
but his boy's condition was heart-breaking. He yearned for the
| ad' s deliverance, and this becane evident when he knelt wth
uplifted arns before Christ. The man had overcone doubt and
di sappoi ntment, for while Jesus had been on the Munt of Trans-
figuration, his boy had been brought to the disciples. Those
sel f-confident nmen laid their hands on the stricken child; they

78

failed to expel the denon. It would be difficult to describe the
di sappoi ntrent of the father who expected much, but received
not hi ng. Neverthel ess, he was not w thout hope; his faith was
centered in Christ. Followers of Christ may fail ignom niously,
but the Savior continues to performthe inpossible. He suc-
ceeds when all others fail.

Mary Sat Down ... The Place of Contentnent (Luke 10: 39)

"Now it came to pass, as they went, that Jesus entered into a
certain village: and a certain woman naned Martha received
himinto her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which
al so sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word" (Luke 10: 38-39).

The devoted fanily in Bethany provided interesting contrasts.
Lazarus, the head of the household, was not an aggressive char-
acter. Apart fromhis being raised fromthe dead, little would be
known about him He was qui et, dependable and | oyal. Wen

his sisters asked Jesus for assistance, they said: "Lord, behold
he whom thou | ovest is sick"” (John 11:3). Martha was the

| eader in the fanly; she made the decisions, and apparently

was never challenged. She invited the Lord to enter her hone.

Mart ha usually conpleted a task before others coul d begin!

Mary was contenpl ative, a dreanmer, who traveled far while
sitting still! She | ooked into the eyes of Jesus and saw the heart
of CGod! Martha was industrious; Lazarus was illustrious; but
Mary was inspired. She was not an inval uabl e hel per when
wor k needed to be done. The duties of the kitchen were unat-
tractive when Jesus was speaking in the sitting room The bread
in the oven was forgotten when nmanna from heaven was falling
in the next room She sat at the feet of Jesus A and was
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content.

(1) Her Increasing Desire to Learn. Wen ot her people dis-
cussed the nmiracles of Jesus, Mary considered Hi s nessage.
What He said was nore attractive than anything He did. Had
she been given the choice of being present in an anazing heal -
ing service or sitting quietly in H's Bible class, her choice
woul d have been inmediate. She was a nost attentive |istener
for everything He said was of the utnost inportance. She was
H s nost ardent disciple; to sit at His feet was heaven
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(2) Her illum nating D scernment Through Listening. Her
eyes were filled with wonder. She sat in the honme of Sinon the
| eper, but her thoughts were el sewhere. Sonme of the disciples
wer e di scussing the expected ki ngdom and their enthusiasm
was contagi ous. Yet, Mary frowned. Those nen were m sin-
fornmed A her Lord was about to die. Her eyes were nmisty; the
only kingdomthat nmattered was that which He intended to
establish within the hearts of people who |oved Hm He would
be the corn of wheat which would die to produce a great har-
vest. The nen |istened, but heard nothing! Wen she anointed
the Lord with her val uabl e ointnment, onl ookers criticized her
but Jesus said: "Let her alone: against the day of ny burying
hath she kept this" (see John 12:7).

(3) Her | nspired Devotion in Loving. When she anointed His
body, she gave the greatest of all her possessions. There was
not nmuch tine left, if she intended to give Hma special gift,
there was need for haste. Nothing was too good for her Lord.
When Martha conpl ai ned about Mary's absence fromthe kitch-
en, Jesus replied: "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and trou-
bl ed about nmany things: But one thing is needful: and Mary
hat h chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from
her" (Luke 10:41-42). Faithful service is excellent, but unless
continui ng and deepening love for Christ be its inspiration
del i ght becones a drudgery, and the joy of Christian living a
nenory.
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