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(Acts 3:2)

"And a certain man |lame fromhis nother's wonb was
carried, whomthey laid daily at the gate of the tenple
which is called Beautiful, to ask alns of themthat entered
into the tenple." A poor frustrated nan, he lay on his
couch at the side of the street, and all who visited the
tenpl e saw himas he stretched out his hand for gifts. He
was alive, but he was not healthy. H's heart beat fast, but
his feet never noved. He had been lane fromhis birth.

There were days when he heard the chanting of the psal ns

in the nearby tenple, and watched the priests as they

wal ked to and fro. He was very near to the place of bless-
ing, but he never reached it. He knew all the details of the
servi ce schedul e, and coul d have given precise information
concerning the ritual of the house of God. He had nany
friends who frequented the sanctuary, yet he renmi ned on

his couch in the street. He begged before and after services,
and constantly hoped that devotion would | oosen the strings
of purses. Poor man: he lay within reach of a gold nine

yet he only gathered penni es!

Sitting by the Street
He seens singularly interesting to us, for we are con-

fronted by a great question: "Can a Christian be | ane
fromhis birth?" Is it possible to be spiritually alive and
not to be healthy? Is it possible to have a warm heart,

and at the sanme tinme to possess Paral ysed feet? Both the

Bi bl e and human experi ence answer yes." A man may

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and subscribe to all the
doctrines of grace, yet not be useful in the kingdom of Cod.
The apostle Paul continually urged his converts to walk
worthily of their high calling, but it was inpossible to do
this on feet that would not respond. The ancient beggar

seens very nodern. There are many peopl e who know a

great deal about life in the holy place; they can even
describe its details; but theirs is only an intellectual appre-
hension, for in actual experience they listen froma distance.
Their real interest lies in the street, where materialistic
del i ghts exercise a strangl e-hold upon every spiritua

i nclination.

St andi ng t hrough the Savi our
Probably the beggar had nore noney than Peter, for

the apostle confessed, "Silver and gold have | none." Yet
the follower of Christ possessed sonethi ng unobtai nabl e

in the markets of the world. These two nen are best
appreci ated together. The outstretched hand of the beggar
contrasts with the overflow ng soul of the great preacher
"Then Peter said, Silver and gold have j none; but such

as | have give | thee: In the nane of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and wal k. And he took him by the right
hand and lifted himup: and i mediately his feet and

ankl e bones received strength.” In the foll owi ng nonents
the old desires fell away as though they had been a nantl e,
and rising above the limtations of his couch, he wal ked
in newness of life. He had been alive for years, but sud-
denly with refreshing power, abundant life came to flood
his being. The story perfectly illustrates the transformation
whi ch takes place when the Holy Spirit cones to heal and
restore and control the child of Cod.
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Singing in the Sanctuary

"And he | eaping up stood, and wal ked, and entered
with theminto the tenple, wal king, and | eaping, and
praising God." As the crowd hurried to see the man
who had been so wonderfully heal ed, and as the man him
sell stayed close by his new friends, Peter said, "Wy
| ook ye so earnestly upon us, as though by our own power
or holiness we had made this man to wal k? The God of
Abraham . . . hath glorified his Son Jesus . . . and hath
made this man strong.” And fromthat day the beggar's
couch di sappeared fromthe gateway of the tenple. Radi ant
activity renmoved for ever the necessity to lie in the dust
beggi ng. The songs of the sanctuary re-echoed the nusic
of his heart, as the power of a risen Saviour becane a
reality in his experience. W see again the carnal Christian
who sits in his |anmeness seeking the things of earth; we
see also the Spirit-filled saint. There is all the difference
in the world between these two nen; but it is not difficult
to decide which is the nore pleasing to his Lord. The
man who sits with his back to the altar will always have
trouble with his feet. It is grand to be alive, but it is
better to be healthy.
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