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THE APCSTLES... and the |life nore abundant
(JOHN 10:10; ROVANS 5: 17; 2 CORINTH ANS 8:12; 2 PETER 1: 11)

Regeneration, wonderful as the experience mght be, is but
the introduction to God's great world of truth. As birth nust
be foll owed by growth, so conversion nust be foll owed and
superseded by holiness. " That we henceforth be no nore
children. . . . But speaking the truth in |ove, nay grow up
into himin all things " (Eph. 4: 14, 15). The systematic
teachi ng of the New Testanent has rmuch to reveal concern-

ing this glorious themne.

An Abundant Life

The Lord Jesus said, | amcone that they m ght have

life, and that they night have it nore abundantly." Eternal life
is the priceless gift which reaches the sinner through persona
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Language cannot express the
inestimable worth of this eternal treasure, but we do well to
renenber that life abundant is to life what a reservoir is to a
pool. A drink of cool, refreshing water nmay revive a thirsty
traveller, but it cannot satisfy all the requirenents of

his future. Eternal life brings to man a taste of the reviving
springs of God's unfailing supplies, but the Lord Jesus never
prom sed that this experience alone would neet the Christian's
every need. He planned to nake it possible for heaven's
limtless supplies to flood human souls ; that daily needs
shoul d be supplied by the inflow of divine sufficiency.

An Abundant G ace

The apostle Paul wote, they which receive abundance

of grace . . . shall reignin life by one, Jesus Christ." It
will be imrediately recogni zed that Paul's statenent introduces
a theme of great inport. Conversion-the receiving of eterna
life-introduces the believer to a spiritual kingdom This new
experience takes himto a place of power within the ki ngdom
"They shall reignin life." As the |late Dr. Canpbell Morgan
said, " They shall tranple under foot the very powers by

whi ch they were overcone." Inbred sin would be defeated by
this spiritual conqueror who recei ved abundance of grace
fromGod. It mght be helpful to |ink another text with this
verse. " Let us therefore cone boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we nmay obtain nercy, and find grace to help in
every time of need" (Heb. 4: 16). Abundance of life and

grace is inpossible unless we conmune wi th God.

An Abundant Joy
"L the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Mce-
donia ; Howthat in a great trial of affliction the abundance
of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches
of their liberality.” This presents a delightful study in
extremes. Affliction and joy, poverty and liberality, are
brought together as though they bel onged to each other
Indeed, this is the case, for when a nan has advanced into
the real ns of abundant bl essing, he proves in daily experi-
ence that all things are made to work together for his good.
He joyfully exclainms, " | have | earned in whatsoever state
| am therein to be content." Affliction is but the sonbre
setting agai nst which the scintillating jewel of joy is
di spl ayed. Deep poverty encourages faith to be increasingly
active, and nman reaches forth unto the i nexhaustible riches of
Christ, and rejoices in sacrificial giving. If we may be
permtted to change the simle, let us say that abundant life is
the fertile soil ; abundant grace is the healthy plant ;
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abundant joy is the radi ant bl oom which sends forth its
fragrance to attract and enchant all who cone within its domain.

An Abundant Entrance

The apostle Peter supplies the glorious climax to this
stinmulating study. He says in his second epistle, " .

brethren, give diligence to make your calling and el ection sure:
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the

everl asting ki ngdom of our Lord and Savi our Jesus Christ." An
abundant entrance. Let us conpare an ordinary citizen returning
to his home after a brief holiday, with the national hero
returning froma far country. The one man returns unnoticed

the other is awaited by excited, cheering crowds. The one nan
is forgotten ; the other is given the freedomof the city. Both
men obtain an entrance, but the one is given an abundant
entrance. Are we justified in assum ng that sonething of the
sort happens in heaven? Al believers obtain an entrance, for
Christian citizenship is registered in the holy city. Yet the
King will be waiting for certain saints in order to say, "Wl
done, thou good and faithful servant." Perhaps the angels

will line the streets of gold, and the redeened will sing the
songs of the Honel and. Perhaps our |oved ones already there

wi ||l acconpany us to the palace of the King. Surely these are
the features of an abundant entrance. It can be ours if we

gain distinction in the battles of life.
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