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THE APOSTLES WHO WERE ALWAYS SURE

These things have | witten unto you that believe on the name of the
Son of God; that ye may know. (1 John 5:13)

One of the outstanding details concerning the New Test anent

preachers was the certainty with which they delivered their

nmessage. They lived in an age when all kinds of doctrines were
expounded, but nothing could shake the positive features of the nessage
enunci ated by the nmen who began the task of world evangelism The

verb to know, with its derivatives, was used over thirty times in John's
three epistles, but Paul nentioned it even nore in his letters to the
churches. There was nothing uncertain in the nmnistry of the earliest
Christians; they were sure of their facts and never hesitated to say so.

A Const ant Assurance

We know t hat we have passed fromdeath unto life, because we

|l ove the brethren. He that | oveth not his brother abideth in death.
(1 John 3: 14)

Witing to the Corinthian Christians, Paul said, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are becone new' (2 Cor. 5:17). After his conversion
t he apostle discovered that the people he was determnined to destroy
were to beconme his greatest friends. He was astoni shed when one of
t hose peopl e addressed himas "Brother Saul" (see Acts 9:17).

Li ke Paul, John knew the transform ng power of Christ. John was
one of two nen known as "The Sons of Thunder." His fiery
tenperanment was unpredictable; if one were to annoy him sone kind
of verbal abuse was inevitable. Wien the Lord was journeying toward
Jerusal em He paused at a Samaritan village, but unfortunately the
attitude of the local people left nuch to be desired: "And they [the
Samaritans] did not receive him because his face was as though he
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woul d go to Jerusalem And when his disciples Janes and John saw
this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come _down
from heaven, and consune them even as Elias did?" (Luke 9:53A54).
Under certain circunstances it was easier for John to hate peopl e than
to love them That such a man would be known | ater as the apostle of
| ove proves sonet hing had changed his outl ook. \Wen the power of
di vine | ove had transformed John and Paul, both nen were new
creatures in Christ; old things passed away, and everything becane new.

The Lord changed His foll owers, and when that mracle had been
performed, onlookers sawits effect in the daily conduct of the disciples.
John wote, "we know that we have passed fromdeath to life, because
we love the brethren." It is not always easy to |ove professing Christians.
John encountered a man who was exceptionally arrogant. The apostle
said of the awkward church nmenber, "I wote unto the church: but
Di otrephes, who | oveth to have the preeni nence anobng them receiveth
us not. Wherefore, if | cone, | will renenber his deeds whi ch he doeth,
prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewth,
nei t her doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth themthat
woul d, and casteth them out of the church" (3 John 9A10). One wonders
what ni ght have happened if the "old John" had encountered the
sl ander ous, objectionabl e nan who t hought he was the authorized
representative of divine wi sdom

That John could even tolerate the self-righteous dictator indicated
somnet hi ng amazi ng had taken place within the bel oved apostle. H's |ove
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for the brethren proved he was a true convert, one who had passed from
death unto life. A man without love is a cynic, an unchangeable critic
who worships at his own shrine! Wien a Christian |oves the unlovely,
it becones evident that God, who is love, resides in his or her life. This
fact enables a believer to say, "I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth nme" (Phil. 4:13).

A Continual Awareness
And we know that all things work together for good to themthat
|l ove God, to themwho are the called according to his purpose.
(Rom 8:28)

It is only possible to believe this statenent when one's eyes are focused
upon God. Wien life is a tangl ed nmess and everything appears to be
di stressing, the best efforts of sincere people may end in tragedy. Then
it isdifficult to believe that all things have been planned by the Lord. It

202
i s al nost inconprehensible that Paul wote this verse, for of all nen, he
appeared to have suffered nost. He wote,

O the Jews five times received | forty stripes save one. Thrice

was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned, thrice | suffered ship-
weck, a night and a day | have been in the deep; In journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mne
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils anong fal se
brethren; In weariness and pai nful ness, in watchings often, in

hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Be-

side those things that are w thout, that which cometh upon ne

daily, the care of all the churches. (2 Cor. 11:24A28)

No sane man would claimthat all these infirmties and difficulties
could work together for his good unless he knew that God was
omni potent! Wien Peter | ooked at the rough sea, he began to sink; when
Paul continued to trust his Lord, he survived every storm he encountered.
It is nore inportant to look at Christ than it is to work for Hm Yet when
a man continues to see his Master, he becones the nost willing and
efficient |aborer in the kingdom of GCod.

When Sir Wnston Churchill was a small boy, his famly was invited
by nei ghbors to attend a garden party. The children were playing at
t he pool when the young Churchill fell into the water and m ght have

drowned had not a gardener working nearby rushed to rescue the | ad.
Later, when the parents were aware of what had taken place, they
offered a reward, but the nan refused to accept anything. Sonewhat
frustrated but deeply grateful, the senior Churchill said, "You nmay not
desire to be rewarded, but is there not some special project in which
can assist?" The gardener confessed that he had a son naned Art hur

who desired to becone a doctor, but unfortunately the cost of nedica
trai ning was beyond the reach of their income. Wnston's father agreed
to pay all the expenses for the |lad' s education, but he could not have
known how i nportant his action was destined to be.

Many years later when Sir Wnston Churchill was the prime mnister
of Great Britain, he becane seriously ill, and the king requested that
Britain's nost fanobus surgeon should attend to his need. Sir Arthur
Fl enmi ng, the discoverer of penicillin, undertook the task and saved
Churchill's life. Sir Wnston later said, "It is seldomthat anyone has
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to thank another nman for saving his life tw ce.
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skillful in weaving the tangled threads of human experience into a fabric
of superlative beauty. Paul and John knew this to be true, but sonetines
we do not.

A Cel estial Anticipation

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
sol ved, we have a building of God, an house not nade wi th hands
eternal in the heavens. (2 Cor. 5:1)

Probably one of the npst undesired things in the world is old age;
the inevitable introduction to the termnation of life. Brilliant scientists
continue their search for the secret of rejuvenation, but unfortunately
peopl e continue to die. Every year new drugs are offered to the public
and vast anmounts of noney spent by gullible people in their search for
| ongevity. Al people realize that ultimately they will succunmb to age,
illness, or accident. Solonon said the grave is one of four things which
are never satisfied (see Prov. 30:15A16). The greatest singers know their
vocal chords will deteriorate. The weal t hi est peopl e know their noney
can buy everything except health. The nost beautiful wonmen know that
wrinkles and other ailnments will destroy the qualities that were the envy
of their associates. Advancing age is an eneny, and unless people know
the secret of attaining to what lies beyond, |ife nay becone a m serable
experience. There is another side to the subject as an unknown author
has expressed:
shall not mnd the whiteness of ny hair,
that slow steps falter on the stair,
that young friends hurry as they pass,
what strange image greets ne in the glass.
f I can feel, as roots feel in the sod,
That | amgrowing old to bl oom
Before the face of God.

I

O
O
O

Paul, now an ol der man, considered the future with m xed enoti ons.
H s preaching career was termnating, and his body was beginning to
i ssue warnings that it could not last forever. Once before he had
consi dered the possibility of going hone to heaven, but excessive |ove
for the brethren in the faith had overconme his desire for an early entrance
into the presence of his Lord. He wote to the Philippian Christians,
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"For | amin a strait betwi xt two, having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is
nore needful for you" (Phil. 1:23A24).

Years | ater the apostle wote to Tinothy urging himto come quickly.
He said, "For Jamnow ready to be offered, and the tine of ny departure
is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished ny course, | have
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for nme a crown of
ri ght eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ne at
that day: and not to ne only, but unto all themalso that |ove his
appearing. Do thy diligence to cone shortly unto ne" (2 Tim 4:6A9).
Paul was fully aware of what was to happen in his i mediate future.
The beatings and agony he had suffered were about to take their toll.
The Living Bible translates his nmessage in 2 Corinthians 5:1A4 in a
remar kabl e manner:

For we know that when this tent we live in nowis taken downA

when we die and | eave these bodi esAne will have wonderful new

bodi es in heaven, hones that will be ours forevernore, made for

us by CGod hinsel f, and not by human hands. How weary we grow

of our present bodies. That is why we | ook forward eagerly to

t he day when we shall have heavenly bodi es which we shall put
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on like newclothes. . . . These earthly bodi es make us groan and
sigh, but we wouldn't like to think of dying and having no bod-

ies at all. We want to slip into our new bodies so that these dying
bodies will, as it were, be swallowed up by everlasting life

Paul brought all this teaching to a glorious culnmnation by saying,

"We | ook for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Wo shall change our

vil e [decaying] body, that it may be fashioned |ike unto his glorious

body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue al

things unto hinself' (Phil. 3:20A21). These concl usi ons were not

nerely ideas within the nmind of the apostle; they were inspired facts
endorsed by the Lord who enabl ed the apostle to exclaim "0 death,

where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" (I Cor. 15:55).

A Col ossal Aspiration
We know t hat, when he shall appear, we shall be like him for we
shall see himas he is. (I John 3:2)

The Living Bible translates this verse in a very delightful way: "Yes,
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dear friends, we are already CGod's children, right now, and we can't
even imagine what it is going to be like |later on. But we do know this,
that when he conmes we will be Iike him" The text reveals the absolute
assurance with which we enter the tineless ages. | renenber a very
old man who prayed, "Lord, | thank thee that thou hast not reveal ed al
the wonders of heaven. If you had, we would all conmit suicide to get
there faster." | was only a teenager at the time, and did not fully
conprehend what the old Christian was sayi ng. Wiy any person woul d
desire to die was beyond ny understanding, but that aged believer was
expressing his longing for hone.

| shall never forget a great friend of nmine who was dyi ng of cancer
He said, "I have always wondered what | ay beyond the grave, and now
I'"'mgoing to find out." It appears to be inconprehensible that human
beings will be nade exactly like their Lord, but that is the suprene
purpose of the Almghty. If heaven is to be wi thout blenish, then al
its citizens nust also be without "spot, or winkle, or any such thing."
(Eph. 5:27). God will conplete what has been conmenced. Many things
about the hereafter have not been disclosed, but sone details shine forth
in celestial splendor: (1) W shall see Hs face; (2) W shall be like
Hm (3) "And there shall be no night there; and they need no candl e,
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth themlight: and they
shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. 22:5).

Many years ago | was the chaplain in Sully Hospital, the nost
i nportant center in Wales for the treatnment of tubercul osis. One day
| was informed that a wonan on one of the wards had asked to see
me. Wien | entered her room | saw a worman who evidently was
approaching the end of her life. | introduced nyself, and she
responded by saying, "Ah, Father Powell, | have been waiting for you
to come.” | smled and said, "I amnot Father Powell; | amjust a
Baptist mnister.” She replied, "Wio cares? | had a row wi th Fat her
Ni chols, and | told himhe could keep his rotten religion, | would get
Fat her Powell's." She was puzzled when | said, "Lady. My religion
is no good. It is worse than Father Nichol's religion. You need to know
my Savior." Evidently, she did not understand what | was trying to
say, so | explained the difference between a dead superstitious belief
and the presence of the living Christ who had died to redeemus from
sin. Wth the help of God's Spirit, | succeeded, for she accepted Chri st
as her Savior and fromthat nonment was conpletely transforned. |
visited her two or three tines each week until she went hone to
heaven.
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Sone nonths later, | received an urgent nmessage asking nme to visit
the hospital inmediately. Wien | reached the institution, a young
worman in the office said, "Sir, there is a |lady down the ward who wants
you." She told ne the nane of the woman, and she was a good friend
of mine. |I hurried to her bedside. My friend was seriously ill, but as |
pl aced a chair alongside the bed | explained | had been away with the
young nen of nmy church and had only just received her nessage.
was sorry to be late. Throughout this explanation, the sick |ady stared
at me in silence, and for a few nmonments | wondered if | had di sappointed
her. Then quite suddenly she said, "Go away!"

| could hardly believe ny ears, and replied, "But, sister, | have only

just cone. | can stay longer." Wth a slight enphasis, for she was very

weak, she repeated her words: "Go away. " | was hurt, and ny feelings

must have been expressed on ny face for she hastened to say, "Ch, no,

no, no, Father Powell. Don't be upset. |I love you. | have no one else in

the world but you, and I |ove you so nuch. But don't you understand?

| am expecting Jesus at any noment. \Wen He comes, | don't want to

be | ooking at you, nor talking to you. | |love you very nuch, but please

go away, so that | can await His arrival."
It was not easy to control ny enptions at that noment, but, pushing
back ny chair, | squeezed her hand and replied, "Little Sister, | wll
see you in the norning." | walked to the door and turned to wave good-
bye, but she had already forgotten nme. Sonehow, with a great effort,
she had propped herself up on an el bow, and the other hand was
stretched toward the ceiling. Her nouth was open, her eyes were abl aze
with a light from heaven, and she was apparently both astoni shed and
del i ghted. Her Lord had cone!

Standing in that doorway | trenbled! |I was an inexperienced pastor
and did not know whether to kneel or run. | closed the door and wal ked
in a daze down the corridor. As | look in retrospect over the fifty years
that have el apsed since that nenorable night, | wish | had stayed in

the room Had | not been disturbed I night have lingered to watch and
wonder. My friend was nmeeting the Lord who had rescued her from
sin, sickness, and msery. Had | stayed, | also m ght have seen H s face.
Alas, | was upset, awed, and a little bewildered, and | did as she
request edAl went away.

The sane privilege for me cannot |ong be del ayed.

Some day, "till then, I'll watch and wait,
My lanmp all trimred and burning bright:
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Then, when ny Savi or opens the gate
My soul to Hmmay take its flight.

And | shall see Hmface to face,
And tell the story Saved by Grace.
And | shall see Hmface to face,
And tell the story, Saved by Gace.

AFanny |. Crosby
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