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"Neverthel ess afterward" (Heb. 12. 11).

Ms. Charles Cowran, in her inspiring book Streans in the
Desert, draws attention to a text in the epistle to the Hebrews and
tells an interesting story about a nman who owned a castle on the
banks of the Rhine River in Germany. The innovative gentleman
stretched wires between the towers of his el egant honme, hoping the
wi nds woul d play upon them and produce the music of an Aeolian
harp. He waited for the breezes to blow but unfortunately was re-
warded only by silence. Some time |later a great storm devastated
the area, and gale force wi nds bl ew upon the castle. Wen the
gentl eman stood at a wi ndow to survey the countryside, he heard
the nost entrancing sounds, for the hurricane was playing upon his
wires, and the nusic could be heard even above the noise of the
storm Ms. Cowran quoted a delightful poem

Rai n, rain,

Beat i ng agai nst the pane:
How endl essly it pours
Qut of doors,

From t he bl ackened sky;
Wonder why?

flowers, flowers,
Upspringi ng after showers,
Bl ossom ng fresh and fair,
Ever ywher e!

Ah, God has expl ai ned

Wiy it rained.

There is nothing nore entrancing than a bright spring norning
which follows a tenpestuous night. The Bible supplies thrilling
exanples of this fact.

Job... The dowi ng Heart (Job 23:10)
The story of the sufferings of Job presents difficulties. To say the
|l east, it seened unfair that a righteous man should be conpelled to
suffer. The Bi bl e explains how the event was pernitted by Jehovah
but the fact remains that for the harassed farnmer, it was hard to
under stand why God al | owed such devastati ng experiences to over-
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whel ma good nman. If Job ever asked, "Wy has this happened to

me?" he expressed the thoughts of innunerable people. The com
pensation given |later by the Alnighty was too |late to ease the pain
caused by the initial tragedies.

"Neverthel ess afterward" when the patriarch reninisced, he dis-
covered his gains exceeded his losses. It is believed Job was one of
the earliest humans, and the book which bears his name was the
first volune known to mankind. His linmtless patience set an exam
pie for all descendants to follow, but anong the sonber colors and
designs of his tragic experience was a gol den thread whi ch nade
everything worthwhile. The troubled man | earned his greatest |es-
son during the stormest period of his life.

There cane a tinme when Job envied people who had died. As
he | ooked through tear-filled eyes, it appeared as if deceased nei gh-
bors were extrenely fortunate. Their sorrows had been buri ed;
their sufferings ceased when death term nated pain. They had been
rel eased fromdisconfort and angui sh, and al t hough the people
were dead, never again would they encounter the problens which
had beset themduring their lifetime. Desperately, Job said, "Wy
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died I not fromthe wonb?.. . for now should | have lain still and
been quiet, | should have slept; then had | been at rest. . . . There
the wicked cease fromtroubling; and there the weary be at rest”

(Job 3:11A17). | amrem nded of a |ady who said, "I amdying and

have no hope for the future. | believe death termi nates everything.

I have made ny last will and testament and arranged that ny body

be cremated and its ashes scattered over the sea." That despondent
worman bel i eved she was about to enter into an unconsci ousness
fromwhi ch she woul d never energe. Job could have synpat hi zed

wi th her.

It is not known how he graduated fromhis fatalism Sonmewhere

am d the depressing events of his life, a new idea began to change
his outl ook, and he was no | onger convinced death was the end of

exi stence. Perhaps it seemed incongruous that God should have

not hing better to offer than eternal oblivion. Wether or not he
shared his ideas with friends has not been reveal ed, but there cane a
day when the patriarch said, "If a man die, shall he |live again?" (Job
14:14). That statenment represented a snmall light in the bl ackness

whi ch had surrounded his soul. He was no longer sure his earlier
belief was valid. Could it be possible that beyond tinme's horizon |ay
anot her worl dAa place of immortality? Probably Job remai ned un-
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aware that God was beginning to reward his loyalty. H's God was

the Jehovah of the present; but could He also be the Lord of the
future? Perhaps, after all, there was hope of eternal Iife!

When he advanced al ong his path of discovery, things happened
qui ckly, and finally, doubts were overcome and questions answered.
Exultantly he exclaimed, "For | know that ny redeener liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after
my skin worns destroy this body, yet in ny flesh shall | see God;
Whom | shall see for nyself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
anot her" (Job 19:25A27). That thrilling revelation conpletely changed
Job's outlook. He could have said with Paul, "For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be conpared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us" (Rom 8:18).

As the clouds parted and the sun began to shine upon the patri-
arch, his blessings were unprecedented. He renenbered the dark
val l ey through which he had travel ed, but of greater inportance was
t he new understanding gained in transit. The grave, which only
of fered oblivion, had becone an entrance into everlasting bliss. H's
Redeener intended to descend to earth, and Job woul d neet H m
face to face! He smled. H s ordeal was over. He had di scovered
sonmething in his valley of darkness that mnmight have renmai ned un-
known had his prosperity been uninterrupted.

The Hebrew Young Men... The Gracious Hel per (Daniel 3:25)

Their outl ook was bleak. It was difficult not to be frightened.
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, was exceedingly angry. H's
ego had been of fended, and he was deternined the arrogant He-
brews woul d pay for their indiscretions. Had the nonarch been | ess
opi ni onat ed, he woul d have recogni zed the aninosity of his counse-
|l ors. They detested Daniel who had been el evated to a position of
i mportance within the kingdom and consequently, they al so de-
spised his friends. Three young nen had been nade rulers within
t he provi nce of Babylon, and the nobl enen were envious. "Were-
fore at that time certain Chal deans came near, and accused the Jews
They spake and said to the king. There are certain Jews whomthou
hast set over the affairs of the province of Babyl on, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego; these nen, 0 king, have not regarded thee:
they serve not thy gods, nor worship the gol den i mage which thou
hast set up. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury conmmanded
to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego” (Dan. 3:8Al3).
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Wien the Hebrews reiterated their refusal to bow before an im
age, the nonarch was incensed and "comranded the nost mghty
nmen that were in his arny to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, and to cast theminto the burning fiery furnace" (Dan. 3:20).
Those nonents were terrifying, but the prisoners believed it was
better to die honorably than to live in shane.

To a degree their spiritual devel opnent resenbl ed that of Job
At first they knew little if anything of spiritual realities. They had
been born in captivity, and any know edge of God had been gl eaned
fromthe teaching of the elders. The fathers of the nation were
determined to preserve their faith, and alongside the rivers of
Babyl on they instructed the children. There the boys | earned about
Jehovah and H's chosen people. It becanme evident that their |es-
sons nmade an inpact upon the scholars, for when they were com
manded to eat prohibited food, their refusal made the prince of the
eunuchs say, "I fear nmy lord the king, who hath appoi nted your
meat, and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse
liking than the children which are of your sort? Then shall ye
nmake me endanger ny head to the king" (Dan. 1:10). There is no
evi dence that Daniel's conpani ons had any personal relationship
wi th Jehovah. They believed what they had been taught and re-
fused to violate the commandnents of their fathers' God.

At a later date their faith led to a trenendous experience. The
irritable nonarch could not renmenber a dreamthat had disturbed
his slunber. When he sought aid fromhis astrol ogers and w se
men, they were unable to satisfy his demands, and in his rage
Nebuchadnezzar threatened to slay them “~Then Daniel went to
hi s house, and nade the thing known to Hanani ah, M shael, and
Azariah, his conpani ons: That they shoul d desire nercies of the
CGod of heaven concerning this secret, that Daniel and his fellows
shoul d not perish with the rest of the wise nen of Babylon" (Dan
2:17A18). Apparently this was the first tinme these young nen
were asked to pray. They believed in the God who had hel ped
Israel in past years, but now they were to discover Jehovah coul d
repeat His earlier actions. Their spiritual educati on was not yet
conpl ete. When they were about to be cast into the furnace, they
needed a Savior who could deliver themfrom i nent peril.
Coul d there be such a God? They were resolute in their decision
If He could help themthey would I ove Hmforever; but if not,
they would still obey H s commands.
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Their ordeal was overAor was it? They were dropping into the
flames. There was no turning back. "“Then Nebuchadnezzar the king
was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his
counsel ors, Did not we cast three nen bound into the nidst of the
fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, 0 king. He
answered and said, Lo, | see four nen |oose, walking in the mdst of
the fire, and they have no hurt; and the formof the fourth is like the
Son of God" (Dan. 3:24A25). That story explains how God becane
areality to people who trusted H nt

"Neverthel ess afterward" there were nonents when they re-
lived their experience and were elated as they renenbered their
spiritual growth. The God of the past was also the Lord of the
present. Jehovah, who resided in heaven, could also conme to earth
to be with H's servants. Evidently He could have prevented their
being thrown into the flames, but that would have been a m st ake.
The devouring fire was a school -house in which life's inportant
| essons were taught. The ordeal not only destroyed their bonds, it
opened their eyes to recognize the sovereignty of God. Those
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Hebrews had contenplated the future and wondered; they renem
bered the past and worshi ped.

Paul .. . The Quiding Hand (Acts 27:23A24)

The waves were devastating, the stormunrelenting. Even the
captain of the ship had | ost hope of surviving the onslaught of the
sea Hs ship was being driven to destruction. Years l|later, when
Luke wote his nmenmoirs of that terrible occasion, he said, "There
arose against it a tenpestuous w nd, called Euroclydon. And when
the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we |et her
drive. And running under a certain island which is called d auda,
we had much work to conme by the boat. .. . And we bei ng exceed-
ingly tossed with a tenpest, the next day they |lightened the ship;
And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of
the ship. And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared,
and no small tenpest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved
was then taken away" (Acts 27:14A20).

To be adrift in such a vast expanse of raging waters was an
experi ence never to be forgotten. Only one man on that foundering
vessel knew God continued to control the elenments. "The Mediter-
ranean Sea is the |largest enclosed sea in the world, and is connected
with the open sea only by the narrow strait of Gbraltar. Its area is
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estimated at 965,000 square nmiles. The island of Malta, the | argest
of the islands, covers an area of only 95 square mles" (quoted from
Funk and Wagnal | s Encycl opedia, vol. 16, pp. 5790, 5948). No
person aboard that ship knew the |ocation of the vessel, and since it
was conpletely out of control, the crew and passengers could only
hope and pray for a mracle.

It is now recogni zed that throughout the duration of that voyage,
God controlled the weather. He did not need stars nor navigationa
instruments; sails and tillers were not required. The currents in the
ocean took the ship unerringly to the place where Paul was needed.
The vessel could not sink until CGod permitted it so to do. Even the

gal e was subject to the divine will. The people who lived on the
i sland of Malta needed to hear the Cospel, and the father of the
governor was seriously ill. If the stormhad not driven Paul's ship,

the preacher would have arrived too late to save that nan's life.
Unerringly, through days and nights of unprecedented angui sh, God
piloted the vessel, and when the epi sode ended, Paul and his com
pani ons were able to reninisce and know that the Lord had or-

dai ned every detail of their harrow ng experience. Once again the
words, "Neverthel ess afterward" becane attractive! It has often been
clainmed that hindsight is better than foresight, but the accuracy of
the statenent nay be chal |l enged. Looking back at threatening storms
cannot supply the strength needed to endure. Retrospect can only
pronote understandi ng. Paul with unerring foresight saw what God

i ntended to do and was able to say, "For there stood by nme this

ni ght the angel of God, whose | am and whom | serve, Saying, Fear
not, Paul; thou rmust be brought before Caesar: and, |10, God hath
given thee all themthat sail with thee. \Werefore, sirs, be of good
cheer: for | believe Cod, that it shall be even as it was told ne"
(Acts 27:23A25).

"Tis far far better to |l et H mchoose
The way that we shoul d take:
If only we | eave our lives to Hm
He will guide w thout m stake.
We in our blindness would never choose
A pat hway dark and rough
And so we should ever find in Hm
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The God Who is enough
Aut hor Unknown
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