SING NG I N THE RAIN
SING NG I N THE RAIN ( MATTHEW 26: 30)

Sone tine after the conclusion of Wrld War |, a remark-
abl e event took place in the theater of a cruise ship. The enter-
tai nment center was crowded with appreciative peopl e when
one of the passengers wal ked to the stage to sing. The listeners
expected to hear a popul ar nel ody, but instead heard "Jesus
Lover of nmy Soul, Let me to Thy bosomfly." As the wonderfu
baritone voice filled the theater, the audi ence was spel | bound.
The sol oi st possessed a rare voice, and his singing of the hym
was el ectrifying.

One of the listeners was very thoughtful; the rendering had
stirred nmenories. Approaching the singer, he asked: "Sir, were
you in the war?" Wen the answer was given in the affirmtive,
he continued, "Wre you with a certain reginent?" and the
name was gi ven. Astonished the singer answered: "Yes, | was,
but how di d you know?"

The two nen sat at a table and rem ni sced. The questi oner
was a Gernman who said: "On that particular night I, with oth-
ers, was ordered to reconnoiter the eneny's position, and ny
assignment was to kill the sentry. W craw ed t hrough the dark-
ness, and finally, | was very close to ny objective. Unless | am
m st aken, you were the nan. Suddenly, you began to sing soft-

Iy the hynm you sang tonight, and I knew you were a Christian

| returned to the Gernan trenches to tell ny officer it would be
foolish to attack; the British had received reinforcenents. CQur
pl ans were then changed."

The singer thought for a nonent and then replied: "Yes,
renenber that night very well. Wen | was posted to a danger-
ous position as a sentry | was apprehensive and believed | was
about to die. There in the darkness | began to sing, for | knew
only the Savior could help ne.™

The German replied: "Friend, that hymm saved your life."

Music is a God-given gift, but when a man sings in adversi-
ty, his action reflects the greatness of his soul. Hs voice is a
wi ndow t hrough whi ch nay be seen his finer attributes.

This was particularly true of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the
close of H's final passover, Jesus sang with His disciples. Per-
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haps the Lord often humed tunes and sang psal ms, but such
occurrences were never mentioned in the Gospels. H s singing
at a tinme of extrene adversity was astounding and inspiring.

The di sciples were bewi | dered. What was neant to be a
j oyous occasi on had beconme a tine of tension, fear and suspi-
cion. For many years those nmen had observed the Passover
celebration, and their souls had been refreshed with menories
and gratitude. At each feast they renmenbered the nmiracul ous
deliverance of the nation from bondage, and reverently partook
of the herbs and spices ordained to cormmenorate that event.
Ti me was neani ngl ess when t hose worshi pi ng peopl e t hought -
fully ate their portion of the |anb, and recalled how the Ange
of Death passed through the |and of Egypt. Each time they sang
the Hal |l el Athe specified psalns of praiseAthey sang lustily
and joyfully; their souls rejoiced in praising God. Passover was
al ways the greatest event in Israel's year

Nevert hel ess, the disciples recognized this commenoration
I eft much to be desired. The atnosphere within the upper room
was oppressive. The entire proceedings chilled their spirits; they
wer e apprehensive, for treachery within their ranks had been
exposed. They were nystified, for although the host had nade
anple preparation for their passover requirenments, the all-im
portant | anb had been negl ected. Jesus had substituted H m
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SING NG I N THE RAIN
sel f, and had spoken of His body and blood. It was confusing.

The cerenony ternminated; the tine for praise had arrived.
But how coul d broken hearts rejoice, and fearful people sing
prai ses to God? How could they rejoice over an event from
antiquity, when their future was omi nous? Their silence was
unbroken until Jesus announced the fanmous Hallel, and, with
H s strong resonant voice, pitched the tune and began to sing.
Slowy, uncertainly, the nmen enulated H s exanple, and years
| ater, renmenbering that nonent, Matthew wote:

"And when they had sung an hym, they went out into the

mount of dives."

The Song Which Stirred Menories

To many harassed people, the fact that Jesus sang at such a
monment was one of the strangest incidents in the New Testa-
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ment. The disciples only suspected what m ght happen, but the
Lord knew rejection; a flogging and crucifixion awaited H m
H s face woul d be marred beyond recognition, and even H's
perspiration woul d appear as drops of blood falling to the ground.
Ordinarily, men would have feared those sufferings, but reso-
lutely the Lord expelled such thoughts, and began to sing the
prai ses of God. That strange, yet glorious, fact defied human
under st andi ng.

The Lord and His disciples did not sing a short chorus, or
even one psalm The Hallel included several sonnets. There-
fore, it may be concluded the singing continued for ten, fifteen
or even twenty ninutes. How the Lord naintained H's conpo-
sure nmay never be fully understood. It is safe to assune the
nmusi c that night stirred H's heart, for this was a repetition of
somet hi ng done annually; it was a testinony to the faithful ness
of God, Wio had preserved |srael through extrene adversity.

There is reason to believe the Lord had nenorized every
word of those psalns. As He sang, the Savior's thoughts
enconpassed |Israel's history. Repeatedly, God' s people had
been attacked by their enenies; their |and had been devast at ed;
crops were destroyed and Jerusal em ransacked. The peopl e had
survived nmany ordeals, the greatest of which was prol onged
captivity in Babylon. Yet, God's faithful ness had never faltered,
and the existence of the nation during our Lord's sojourn upon
earth was evidence of the dependability of Jehovah. He had
honored H s prom ses.

When Jesus sang at the Passover, He knew He coul d safely
confront His future, assured of ultinmate victory. He could trust
H s Heavenly Father. Later, when all seened to be |ost, He
exclained: "Into thy hands | conmend ny spirit" (Luke 23:46).
Hs faith was conpletely justified, for "Christ was raised up
fromthe dead by the glory of his Father" (Rom 6:4). No nman
nor woman can be wrong trusting Cod.

Charles Wesley, who lived from 1707 until 1788, wote 6500

hyms, but his greatest conposition was probably the hym,

"Jesus Lover of my soul, Let me to thy bosomfly." It is inter-
esting to know that when this hymn was first offered to his

brot her John, the great preacher rejected it as being too senti-
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nmental, and it was not until after the author's death, the sacred
song cane into general use anong churches.

Henry Ward Beecher, one the greatest American preachers
wrote: "I would rather have witten that hymm of Wesley's than
to have the fane of all the kings that ever sat on earth. | would
rat her be the author of that hymn than to hold the wealth of the
richest man in New York. He will die after a little while, and
pass out of men's thoughts. Wat will there be to speak of hinf
But people will go on singing Wesley's hymm until the |ast
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SING NG I N THE RAIN
trunp brings forth the angel band; and then, | think, it wll
mount upon sone lips to the very presence of God."

Many stories have suggested incidents which inspired Ws-
ley to wite his sonnet. Perhaps the nost popul ar account is that
whi ch describes Wesley's frightening experience in a terrible
stormwhile returning froma brief visit to Anerica. Wen his
ship safely reached I and, Wesley wote in his journal for that
date, Decenmber 3, 1736, "I knelt down and bl essed the hand
that had conducted ne through such inextricable nazes."

It was said that during that storm a frightened bird flewinto
the cabin and sheltered itself inside Wsley's coat. The preach-
er-singer recogni zed that as the bird found refuge in his bosom
so he had found shelter in God. Wien he wote his fanmous
hym, his soul was singing even before the words were uttered.

He was singing in the rain!

The Song Which Stressed Mercy

Al commentators, both Jewish and Gentile, agree the Hall el
was conposed of certain specific psalns which were divided
into two categories. Sone witers nention The Great Hall el
but others describe the lesser Hallel. It is inpossible to state
accurately which was used by the Lord, but that at |east is of
little inportance since both renderings enphasize the sanme truth.
The Pul pit Commentary says: "This was probably the second
portion of the Hallel (Psalns 115-118) or, if the then ritual was
the sane as the latter, Psalm 136" (Rev. A Luke WIIiamns,

M A., The Pul pit Commentary, "Matthew, " pg. 524).

One of the nost inportant statements in the first collection

of sonnets was "The Loin hath been m ndful of us." This evi-
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dently referred to nmany events in the history of the nation, but
primarily to the deliverance fromthe Egyptians. The reaction to
t he ki ndness of Jehovah was an intense desire to praise H m
"What shall | render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards
me? . . . | will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
wi | | cal | upont henaneoft heLord" (Pss. 115:12 and 116:12, 17).

The first section of the fanpbus Hall el was conprised of 68 of
our verses; the second only had 26, and in all probability was
favored by worshipers.

It is interesting to note the psalmst, in every verse of his
sonnet, repeated a statementA'for his nmercy endureth forev-
er." Twenty-six tines in twenty-six verses the witer used this
sentence A obviously, he was trying to enphasi ze sonet hi ng!

The nercy of Jehovah had delivered Israel from Egypt, and Hi s
ki ndness had conti nued t hroughout the centuries.

The nessage of the Psal m st had a profound effect upon the
Savior, for He knew the sanme nmercy woul d soon be extended
to the entire world. He realized that all nations were slaves in
t he bondage of sin and Satan, but God intended to deliver H's
peopl e in an unprecedented manner. This know edge was as a
rising run before which the shadows of night vanished. Alas,
many nodern Christians sing hymms without giving attention to
t he words bei ng sung; Jesus considered what He sang, and
rej oi ced.

It might be wise to consider the truth expressed by the witer
to the Hebrews when he wote: "Wio for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross . . ." (Heb. 12:2). The heart of
Christ was great enough to welcone the world, and Hi s vision
to enconpass it. The Lord saw the thief, Saul of Tarsus, and an
i nnuner abl e host destined to find happi ness through H s recon-
ciling death. Even the thought of providing an opportunity of
sal vation to perishing nmen and wonen filled the Lord with
ecstasy. The Savior knew nmercy received |led to delight; mercy
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rejected led to doom He could not guarantee that every person
woul d accept what was offered, but was deternined all people
shoul d have an opportunity to becone recipients of God s abun-
dant nercy.
Many years ago, the people in the small Wl sh conmmunity
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in which I |ived were shocked by a great tragedy. A well -
known citizen, in a fit of unprecedented anger, shot his three
children. He had | ooked into a bar to see his wife drinking with
other men, and that unfortunate incident led to nurder. He was
convicted and sent to prison.

| shall always remenber a night when | attended an evange-
listic service in the |local Methodist church. Another man, a
not ori ous drunkard, had been converted in a Salvation Arny
nmeeting, and, desiring to tell his friendAthe murdererAthe
good news, went to the prison. He described what had taken

pl ace. He was not permitted to enter the cell, but was all owed

to speak through the snall opening in the door. He said: "I

| ooked through the bars to see ny friend, and said: "Bill, | have
to tell you sone good news! | have been saved, but | want you

to see sonething for yourself.' He continued, | held up ny

Bible to the bars so that he could read John 3:16, and as he did,
he groaned and said, "That is what | need!"'
If we multiply that incident a millionfold, and then realize
how Chri st thought of every individual who woul d find peace
t hrough believing, it will not be difficult to appreciate why
Jesus sang so enthusiastically at the close of the Passover feast.

The Song with Specific Meaning

Psalm 136 is unique in that it enphasizes three mgjor facts:
(1) The Majesty of God; (2) The Mercy of God; (3) The M ssion
of God. The eyes of the Savior becane pools of delight when
He sang, for He knew the truths were as relevant to H s genera-
tion as they had been throughout the history of Israel. As H's
gaze swept down the corridors of tine, He was thrilled that H s
Father intended to extend nercy to all generations; salvation
woul d be known by mllions of people who woul d hear and
bel i eve t he Gospel
1. The Maj esty of God

Sonme of the psalmist's statenents were exqui site word-pic-
tures. For exanple, he wote: "To himthat by w sdom rmade

the heavens." "To himthat snote Egypt in their firstborn
And brought out Israel fromanong them" "And sl ew fanous
kings.... And gave their land for an heritage." "Wo renem
94

bered us in our low estate.... And hath redeened us from our
enenmes.” "0 give thanks unto the God of gods." The psal m st

i nsisted God was on His throne far above all principalities and
powers, and that every good and perfect gift came fromH m
(Janes 1:17).
2. The Mercy of Cod

Evidently, the ancient witer was overwhel med by the com
passi on of Jehovah. It seened i nconprehensible that the Ruler
of the Universe should be involved with undeservi ng hunans.
"He remenbered us in our |low estate" (Ps. 136:23). Apparent-
Iy, when this psalmwas witten, the witer could not forget that
CGod's nmercy extended to all people. No nman coul d appreciate
that fact nore than Jesus.

Paul wote to the Christians at Philippi: "Let this mnd be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus: W, being in the form of
CGod thought it not robbery to be equal with God (that is, divini-
ty was not something to be coveted as was the case when
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Lucifer fell from heaven). But made hinmself of no reputation
and took upon himthe formof a servant, and was nade in the
| i keness of nen. And being found in fashion as a man, he
hunbl ed hi nsel f, and becane obedi ent unto death, even the
death of the cross" (Phil. 2:6-8). Wen the Savior considered
the events of history, and conpared themw th future events,
He knew the nmercies of His Father were limtless.
3. The M ssion of Cod
Perhaps this was the nost inmportant of all reveal ed facts.
Psal m 136 verses 23-25 nentioned three wonderful truths: He
renenbered, redeened, and refreshed us. At the precise no-
ment when Christ sang, only He understood the full signifi-
cance of the words being sung. God had foreseen the needs of
manki nd when He sent the Lord to |ive anong nen. Jehovah
had pl anned eternal redenption through the sacrifice of His
Son A the Lanb of God was destined to renove the sin of the
wor | d. Redeened peopl e woul d beconme the tenple of the Holy
Spirit, and God had prom sed: "No good thing will he w thhold
fromthose who wal k uprightly." The mission of God was to
rescue hunanity and bring souls to an eternal honme. The fact
that Jesus was to be the Agent through which mllions of peo-
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ple would find eternal happi ness added zest to the Master's
si ngi ng.

Probably the best |oved, and nobst appreci ated Anerican po-
etess was M ss Fanny Crosby, who was born blind. She pos-
sessed the marvel ous capacity for singing in the rain! Even
fromchil dhood it becanme obvious that God had conpensated
her for the absence of eyesight, and even at the early age of
ei ght years, she wote:

Ch, what a happy soul am|l

Al t hough | cannot see.

I amresolved that in this world
Contented | wll be.

How nmany bl essings | enjoy

That ot her people don't;

To weep and sigh because |I'mblind
| cannot and | won't.

On one occasion a well known clergyman said to her "I
think it is a great pity that the Master, when He showered so
many gifts upon you, did not give you sight." Her instanta-
neous reply was: "Do you know that if at birth I had been able
to make one petition to nmy Creator, it would have been that |
shoul d have been born blind?" The nminister asked: "Wy?"

M ss Crosby said: "Because when | get to heaven, the first face
that shall ever gladden ny sight will be that of my Savior."
That astonishing but thrilling answer reveal ed she was an ex-
pert at singing in the rain!

The Song Which Silenced Murnmnuring

The Savi or never questioned Hi s Father's plans. Odinary
peopl e woul d have avoi ded unprecedented suffering, but the
Lord wel coned the inevitable. The witer to the Hebrews said:
"Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despi sing the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). Wen the Lord led the singing on
that menorable night, H's song of praise expressed anticipatory
triunmph. His soul was thrilled; his faith resplendent. Wen oth-
ers m ght have sought seclusion in which to conplain, weep
and indulge in self-pity, Jesus triunphantly led H's followers in
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an anthem of immortal praise. The Lord never feared the CrossA
He wel coned it!

H's victory was shared by sonme of Hi s disciples. Wien Pau
and Silas were incarcerated in the prison at Philippi, their backs
were | acerated, their pain intense, and their future apparently
hopel ess. Yet at night Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
prai ses unto God: and the prisoners heard them" This did not
take place during a festive occasion; they sang in the storm

It is thought-provoking to read and conpare the singing of
Christ at the Passover, and the disciples within the prison. The
Master and His men were as trees confronting a storm Their
roots went deep into the prom ses of CGod; their |eaves trans-
formed the blasts of the hurricane into vibrant nusic. This is
the essence of Christianity; only resilient faith can produce such
har nony.
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