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What a pity it is that there is no tel ephone exchange in
heaven! O course, there is a private line to the pal ace of
the King, and all praying people use it. But what a shane

the service is not extended! If only we could Iift a receiver
dial a nunber, and ask the angelic operator to put us

through to Paul the apostle. If only this were possible, the

i ndustries of the world would be still while all nen |istened.
The people in palaces and hovels would desire to hear the
nmessage, and during that conversation all other voices would
be hushed. W shful thinking! Certainly, and perhaps a

little absurd ; but it does no harm It nerely represents the
fact that if it were possible, Paul would be able to supply the
answers to many of our questions. For exanple, we could

ask himabout his convert Onesinus.

Grace Redeening

The Acts of the Apostles closes with the words: "And

Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and
received all that came unto him Preaching the ki ngdom of
CGod, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no nman forbidding him" Prob-
ably this was the first Christian pastorate in Rome ; and Paul's
Church was established in a sinple hone. Wre all the neet-
ings held in the house, or was Paul pernitted to walk to the
mar ket place? Did he ever mnister in the synagogue, and
where did he find Onesinus-or did Onesinus find hinf

Had the fugitive becone destitute in a strange city, and did
desperation drive himto Paul ? Had he becone contrite, and
did he mserably seek advice fromthe only nan he knew in
the city? Was Onesinus surprised when he recogni zed the
preacher? Ch, Paul, why can't we get you on the 'phone?
Surely, you were thrilled to lead that man to Christ.

Grace Repayi ng

Paul wote, " | beseech thee for ny son Onesinus, whoml

have begotten in my bonds. VWich in time past was to thee
unprofitable, but now profitable both to thee and to ne.
Wom | would have retained with ne, that in thy stead he

m ght have ninistered unto ne in the bonds of the gospel."”

It is therefore clear that grace had conpletely transforned
Onesinus. He had no wish to escape from Paul ; and in con-
trast to Demas and others, this new convert |oved to serve
the man who had won himfor Christ. Grace had been shed
abroad in his heart. H's presence cheered Paul, and his eager-
ness both to learn and to hel p denonstrated the reality of his
conversion. The transparent sincerity of this babe in Christ,
and the whol e-hearted service which he rendered, nght well
serve as an exanple for all saints.

Grace Restoring
Paul was a little sad, and Onesi nus had downcast eyes. The
apostl e was speaking: "Son, | nust send you hone, and
don't want to do it. | could wish that you were here for ever.
But Philenon is your naster, and the fact that God has for-given
your sin does not free you fromthe obligation to nmake
restitution for the wongs of the past. Mral requirements
dermand that you return to the man to whom you are indebted.
My boy, you must go hone." And Onesi nmus agreed.
Amazi ng changes had taken pl ace since he had absconded
fromhis nmaster. Punishrment night be waiting for him but

Page 1



PAUL who net a prodigal son- PH LEMON
he found confort in the fact that he was about to do his
duty. He had witten a letter at Paul's dictation, and that
letter-the epistle to Philenon-was a document destined to
becone fanous throughout the world.

Grace Replying
Phil enon's eyes were nisty ; the letter fromhis old friend

had stirred nmenory. Again and again he read, "I beseech
thee for ny son Onesinus, whom| have begotten in ny
bonds. . . . He departed fromthee for a season, that thou

shoul dest receive himfor ever; Not now as a servant, but
above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to ne, but now
much nore unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord."
The words " both in the flesh " suggest that Onesinus night
have been a brother of Philenon-a prodigal brother who

had stol en noney. One does not need great imagination to

see a cosy parlour where a log fire burns on the hearth. The
el der brother listens to this story of a conversion in Rone.
Forner wongs were all forgotten ; bitterness of spirit was
conpl etely unknown, and | ove reigned am d boundl ess rejoic-
ing. Yes, this is a story of grace-wonderful grace overfl ow ng
in four hearts.
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