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PAUL ... and the ministry of wonen
(i CORINTH ANS 14: 34, 35; 1 Tinothy 2: 11, 12)

It is not possible to understand the commands of Paul con-
cerning the behavior of wonen in the Church until we

consi der the circunmstances in which these words were uttered.
The wonen of the East are never pernitted to sit with their
men in a service. Seldomare they permtted even to attend

a nosque ; and in Jew sh synagogues, places are set apart
where they nust sit alone. Sonetinmes a flinsy curtain is al
that divides the sexes, and the noisy chatter of uninterested
femal es often disturbs a neeting. In certain places it is stil
necessary to silence the ladies in the Church. Were wonen
are considered to be little nore than slaves, it is necessary
that men shoul d propagate the Gospel nessage. Yet to

assert that enlightened wonen nust always be silent is neither
in keeping with the Scriptures nor with comopn sense.

MIlions of souls, nmen and wonen, have been won for Chri st

t hrough consecrat ed wonanhood.

The Wonan Who Prayed-1 Samuel 1: 11, 12

The opening chapters of the first book of Sanmuel provide

a t hought - provoki ng contrast. A wonman's constancy i s seen
in bold relief against a background of masculine failure.
Most nen had niserably failed in those days of national

decl ensi on, yet one wonan took her petitions to the altar of
God, and her prayers saved a nation. There is reason to
bel i eve that the secret of the success of the Christian Church
may be traced to the power of the prayers ascending from
the hearts of a great host of Christian wonmen. AH wonen

may enul ate the exanple of their ancient sister

The Wonen Who Preached-Acts 21:8, 9

" Philip the evangelist was one of the seven. . . . And the
sane nman had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy."
Philip was an early Church | eader, a man upon whom rested

the blessing of God. It would seemthat his gift had been
inparted to his famly, for his four daughters followed his
exanple. W are not told where or when they exercised

their mnistry, but it my be assunmed that they also tried to
i nfluence Paul in regard to the folly of resisting the Holy
Chost (vv. 11, 12). There is a diversity of gifts in the Church.
Sone people mnister to the Lord in prayer, others ninister
for the Lord in service. Happy is that Christian, nan or
worman, who is privileged to tell forth the greatest nessage in
the world. Happy, too, is that father whose influence turns

a hone into a sanctuary where children are taught to | ove

and preach Chri st.

The Wonman Wio Practi sed What Ot hers Preached- Acts 9: 36
" Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple naned Tabit ha,
which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was ful
of good works and al ms which she did." Her gracious spirit
and shining exanple of Christian charity charned the com
munity and enriched the Church. It was a cause for intense
gri ef when bereavenent robbed the fellowship of this outstand-
ing menber. W are not told that she preached with her |ips ;
her hands were nore el oquent. She |istened to the great
expositions given by the | eaders of the assenbly, and then
nmet hodi cal |y practised her doctrines. Probably she won nuch
synpat hy for the new cause, and the great preachers of her
time had increased audi ences because of the influence of this
del i ght ful woman.
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The Wonman Who Prai sed the Lord-Exodus 15:20, 21

"And Mriamthe prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a
tinmbrel in her hand ; and all the wonmen went out after her
with tinmbrels and with dances. And Mriam answered them

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triunphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea." That

ancient norning was destined to find an inperishable place

in history. Israel had been redeened from bondage ; nercy

had triunphed over judgnent, and the hearts of the wonen
thrilled with the songs of deliverance. Language was

i nadequate to express the escaping enotions of these rejoicing
hearts, and with glorious abandon they danced for joy.

Thus in all ages wonmen have played their part. Sone

quietly pray while others, specially gifted by God, seek to
tell the story of Christ. Some wistfully listen to the
preachers, and then with constancy of purpose practise the
principles of the faith., It's a far cry fromMriamat the Red
Sea to the Salvation Army girl in a city slum; but God is
changeless in all ages. He did, He still does, and He al ways
will, find pleasure in the wonan whose affection and talents are
pl aced at H s feet.
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