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This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation
(1 Tim 1:15).

The epistles witten by Paul to Tinmothy and Titus were
personal , practical, and powerful. The apostle was addressing
two of his favorite sons and advi sing themwhat to preach to
their congregations. Solonon, the king of Israel, did a sinilar
job. He wote proverbs considered to be pearls of w sdom
but what he said was ruined by depl orabl e conduct. He gave
advi ce whi ch shoul d have been applied to hinsel f. Paul was
completely different. He was a | eader of the Christian church
had evangel i zed the known world, and inscribed the nane of
Jesus on nmillions of hearts and nminds. At the beginning of his
mnistry there was only one Christian church. It was situated
in the city of Jerusalem Yet before he went hone to heaven
the apostle established churches in every magjor city in the
Roman enmpire. H's fame outshone that of any other disciple,
and his inspired letters were destined to be read worl dw de.

He understood the probl ens which would confront young
pastors and realized they woul d nake m stakes and becone
di scouraged. Paul had been hurt by Christians who did not
exhibit the beauty of the Savior. They tried to undernine his
mnistry; their criticismwas cruel and unrelenting. Yet the
apostl e never wavered fromhis duty. The advice offered cane
from personal experience. His three epistles are called The
Pastoral Epistles; they should be studied by every mnister.
Young preachers begin their work wth boundl ess enthusiasm
and plan to save the world overnight. They becone discour-
aged when, after years of service, they believe thenselves to
be failures. The task of discovering new materials can be
frustrating, and preparing for regular church services may be
boring. A man who studies for |long periods of tinme may be
di sappoi nted when friends neglect to say "Thank You." Many
devoted mnisters go to church filled with expectations but
return to their homes wondering if they wasted their tine.

As far as is known, Paul did not possess a degree in
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psychol ogy, but, inspired by the Holy Spirit, he wote three
t ext books whi ch are now studied in universities. It seens
significant that when he considered the tasks ahead of his
young proteges, he enphasized certain things. Every word he
wrote was W se and necessary, but sone details were nore
vital than others. \Wat Paul was about to express was very
inmportant, for without this information his friends mght fai
intheir mnistry. He seened to be saying: "Everything | tel
you is inportant, but "this is a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptation." Three tines to Tinothy and once to Titus he
seened to be saying: "Watever you say in your sernons,

never leave this out. If you do, you may preach and say
not hi ng. "

The Undeserved Grace... Redenption

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus cane into the world to save sinners; of whom|
amchief (I Tim 1:15).

When Paul arrived in the city of Corinth, he was deter-
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nm ned to preach about the death of the Savior. An inportant
| esson had been | earned on Mars Hill in Athens, where rea-
soni ng only produced argunents. Wien he left, the apostle
believed he had failed in his mssion. It probably took two
days or nmore to walk to Corinth, and during the journey he
had plenty of time to reflect. Wien |ater he wote to the
church that he established, he said:

And |, brethren, when | came to you, canme not with excellen-
cy of speech or of wi sdom declaring unto you the testinony
of God. For | determned not to know any thing anong you
save Jesus Christ, and himcrucified (1 Cor. 2:1-2).

The apostle' 5 phenonenal success in Corinth set the pat-
tern for the rest of his mnistry. The Hebrews in whose syna-
gogues he preached detested the Gospel, for it was to thema
stunbling bl ock. When Paul used the A d Testanent to sup-
port his clains, the listeners had no effective reply and were
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left irritated. The intell ectual G eeks despised the Gospel. for
t hey thought redenption through sacrifice was ridicul ous.
When Jews and Greeks united to oppose the evangeli st.
progress becanme extrenmely difficult. The life of the apostle
was threatened and his services interrupted. Yet through al
the difficulties he continued to preach about the death of Christ.
He remai ned so convi nced about the validity of the nmessage
that he expressed extrene disapproval of any other doctrine
(see Gl. 1:6-9).

One wonders what Paul would say if he were witing to
students in nodern sem naries. Men and wonen are trained to
be adninistrators, counselors, and social workers, but it is
doubtful if they are instructed how to knock on doors and
explain to strangers the nighty power of the Cross of Christ.
Sorme pastors are nore successful in dividing churches than in
| eading souls to Christ. | attended a banquet in honor of a
retiring president of a prestigious Baptist College who said:
“I'f I could have ny tine over again, | would preach nothing
but the old time CGospel of Jesus.” | wi shed that statenent had
been made at the commencenent of his ministry instead of at
its end! Paul insisted that Christ came into the world to save
si nners, of whom he was the chief. Wen nen preach wi thout
mentioning the reconciling death of the Savior, it is evident
they are in the wong occupation

The apostle said his nessage was conceived in the nmnd of

God, fulfilled in the death of Jesus, and should be the thene

of every nessage preached. There never was, nor is, nor wll

be an effective substitute for the Gospel of Christ. If Tinothy,
Titus, and Paul preached it, so should every clergyman. To try
to save the world with any other nessage is as futile as trying
to enpty the ocean with a teaspoon

The Unhi ndered Growth... Rewarding

For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable
unto all things, having pronmise of the Iife that nowis, and of
that which is to come. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation (1 Tim 4:8-9).
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During the lifetinme of Paul there existed many sects and
cults which practiced all kinds of exercises to "keep people in
shape." The A ynpic Ganes and other sporting events in Rome
and throughout the enpire were so popul ar that thousands of
athletes coul d be seen daily throwing javelins, hurling the
di scus, and running in marathons to prepare for forthcom ng
events. Perhaps there were Christians who spent nore tine
with their exercises than with their Lord. There was nothing
wrong with prograns to devel op physical strength, unless they
prevented spiritual growh. The apostle realized his friends
woul d be required to offer guidance to nen and was carefu
when suppl ying advice. He did not condemn the activities,
but did say: "They profiteth little." Some activities devel oped
muscl es, others decreased wei ght, but they were all neant to
i mprove appearance and inpress friends. Paul conpared these
wi th godliness which pleased the Lord.

Al'l Christians are running in the race of |life and are hope-
ful to win a prize. If athletes were willing to sacrifice enticing
food, practice endlessly, and refuse to pernmt interference with
their daily routines, such determ nation should be nore neces-
sary for followers of the Savior. God will reward overconers.
Contrasting persevering athletes with inspired saints, Paul re-
m nded his readers that earthly crowns woul d perish; those
given by Christ would endure eternally. Contestants who ru-

i ned their chances of victory by eating and drinking woul d be
their own enemes, for sacrifice is the forerunner of success.
The believers in Galatia forgot that fact, and the apostle wote
to them saying: "0 foolish Galatians, who hath bew t ched

you? ... Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now nmade perfect by the flesh?" (Gl. 3:1-3).

Contestants in the marathon of life should avoid anything
whi ch underm nes their chances of victory. Paul believed it
necessary for Tinmobthy and Titus to enphasize this fact. The
birth of a child should cause aboundi ng happi ness, but if the
baby never learns to walk and talk, joy is replaced by sadness.
The apostl e explained how he had suffered because of his
faith in the Savior of the world. He said to his coll eagues:
"These things, command and teach.”
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The Unchanging .... . Renmining

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him we shal
also live with him. . . He abideth faithful: he cannot lie (2

Tim 2:11, 13).

A secure anchor is an asset when a ship is being buffeted
by a storm and an irrefutable fact is reassuring when a soul is
overwhel med by adversity. Paul spoke about suffering, dis-
ease, and deni al because he realized Tinothy woul d encoun-
ter themall during his ministry. There would arise many
questions which would be difficult to answer, and probl ens
too hard to solve. Neverthel ess, God would be faithful and
woul d never deny access to Hinself. Wen faith is | ost, noth-
ing remains. Job realized this when in the mdst of his diffi-
culties, he exclained: "Though he slay ne, yet will | trust in
hi M (Job 13:15).

Paul mentioned very inportant conditions, all of which
were vital to successful Christian living. (1) "For if we be
dead with him we shall also live with hinf (2 Tim 2:11).

The apostle explained in his letter to the Ronans that spirit-

filled believers are identified with Christ in His death, and

this was the divine plan for spiritual success. The carnal life-
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the "old Adam-would retaliate, argue, be spiteful and un-
forgiving, but if this nature were nailed to the Cross, believers
woul d experience an outpouring of resurrection power. Tino-

thy was urged to explain this to his congregation

(2) "If we suffer we shall also reign with him (v. 12).
Witing to the Ephesians, Paul said Christians are seated with
Christ "in heavenly places, far above principalities, and pow
ers and the rulers of darkness." Provision has al ready been
made whereby saints could tranple under foot the lusts to
which they were fornmerly enslaved; but believers were re-'
m nded this had to be personally appropriated.

(3) "If we deny him he also wll deny us" (v. 12). This
statenent had broad inplications. Cooperation was necessary
to bring blessing to believers. If they refrained fromdoing the
will of God, the Lord could not bless them Jesus prom sed
that all things would be added to the disciples if they sought
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first the ki ngdomof God (see Matt. 6:33). Unless that condi-
tion were net, no person could receive God' s benediction

(4) "if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot
deny hinself' (v. 13). Doubts may attack the mnd and, if
permitted to remain, may destroy faith. Nevertheless, the im
mutability of the Alm ghty does not depend upon the chang-
i ng whins of disappointed people. God will always be what
He was. He is "the sane yesterday, and today, and for ever"
(see Heb. 13:8). A cloudy day does not nean the sun has
ceased to exist. May Agnew St ephens was correct when she
wr ot e:

Have faith in God; the sun w Il shine;
Though dark the clouds nay be today;

H s heart hath planned your path and nine
Have faith in God; have faith alway.

The Unique Goal ... Responsibility

This is a faithful saying, and these things | will that thou
affirmconstantly, that they which have believed in God m ght
he careful to maintain good works (Titus 3:8).

It has been conjectured that Titus, Paul's associate, was
ol der than Tinothy and nore diplomatic. He arbitrated in
sonme of the problenms which troubled the church at Corinth.
He was a CGentile (Gl. 2:3) who becane the first bishop of
Crete. He nust have been cautious, w se, and understanding,
for intervening in church quarrels was never an easy natter
Paul trusted himinmplicitly.

It would appear fromthis letter that the apostle did not
repeat all that was witten to Tinothy. Yet there was al ways
need for holiness in the lives of Christians wherever they
lived or worked. Titus was an arbitrator in Corinth, a fell ow
| aborer with Paul in Jerusalem an itinerant preacher on m s-
sionary journeys, and a bishop over the diocese of Crete. He
reached all types of people, in all kinds of places, and m nis-
tered to all ages in all circunstances. H s nessage was essen-
tial to every one of his listeners, for they were living epistles,
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seen and read of all men. He wote: "These things | will that
thou affirmconstantly." "Titus, ny brother, when you preach
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say sonet hing!"

These thoughts were uppernost in the mnd of Paul when
he wote this letter to his young friend. Christians should be
careful what they present by. life and lip, for people watch
nore intently than they Iisten. One nonment of self-indul gence
may ruin a lifetinme of preaching. John woul d have endorsed
Paul's message, for he wote: "He that saith he abideth in
Christ ought hinmself so to walk, even as he wal ked" (1 John
2:6). Someone has skillfully handled the letters in the word
Christian, Christ-1-A-N. If the last three letters are omtted (I-
I; A-am N-nothing), only Christ remains, and that nust al-
ways be the standard for holy living and successful service.
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