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Unto himthat |ove us, and washed us fromour sins in his
own bl ood, and hath nade us kings and priests unto God and
his Father, to himbe glory and domi nion for everand ever
Amen (Rev. 1:5A6).

A native Chinese wonan who had becone a Christian sought
menbership in the local church. As was the custom she was
required to give her testinony before the | eaders of the nission
The chairnman asked, "Do you believe that Jesus had sin?" She
answered i mredi ately. "Yes. He had sin."” Thinking the candi-
date had mi sunderstood the question. the missionary rephrased it
but received the sane answer. He then asked. “~Do you think
have sin?" She was a little enbarrassed, but after a nmonent's
hesitation replied. "You have no sin." Nonplussed the man asked.

“How can you believe Jesus the Son of the great God had sin.
and yet you believe | amw thout sin?" She answered. "l believe
Jesus had sin because He took mne."

At the close of an evangelistic service, a very argunentative
worman was furious because she disagreed with ny nessage.

She said | was a deceiver of the people and then clai ned she was
not a sinner. | said, "Lady, are you telling ne that from January
to Decenber you never nmade a m stake. You never sinnedAnot

even once' ?" She replied, "That is correct, and when you say al
peopl e are sinners you mslead your |isteners.” | asked her scared
husband if he agreed with his wife's statement, but the poor
fellow was too frightened to be honest. | infornmed her that ac-
cording to the Scriptures she was untruthful, for John said, "If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth

is not in us" (I John 1:8). She was very angry and shouted, "He
was as wong as you are." Her raucous voice was causing a

di sturbance, so | said, "Lady, will you do sonething for nme?"

She answered, "Wat?" "Please go away and do not return.”

There was a great difference between the wonan in China and

the one who disliked ne, but I amconvinced all intelligent people
woul d know whi ch was the wi ser woman.

Qur Sins... Condemi ng
For our transgressions are nultiplied before thee, and oar
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sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us:
as for our iniquities, we know them (Isa. 59:12).

| sai ah was a prophet who recogni zed reality. He knew God
and was aware of his own shortconm ngs. That he was norally
and spiritually better than his contenporaries was uni nportant.
He had sinned agai nst God and his own consci ence. The best
way to prove a cane is warped is to place it alongside one that is
straight. The nobst convincing proof that a nan is a sinner is to
conpare himw th the Savior. A person who cannot see is blind.
Anyone unable to see fault in hinmself is in darkness.

The apostle John. describing the Day of Judgnent, said: "And
I saw the dead, snall and great, stand before God: and the books
wer e opened: and anot her book was opened, which is the book
of Iife: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
witten in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave
up the dead which were in it: and death and hell delivered up the
dead which were in them and they were judged every man
according to their works" (Rev. 20:12A13). Unforgiven sin causes
grief inthis world and eternal sorrow in that which is yet to be.
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Qur Sins... Considered

For | delivered unto you first of all that which | al so received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures

(I Cor. 15:3).

Wien Peter addressed the crowmd at the Feast of Pentecost, he
made a renarkabl e statenment. "But those things. which God be-
fore had shewed by the nmouth of all his prophets, that Chri st
shoul d suffer, he bath so fulfilled" (Acts 3:18). God knew what
woul d happen when He sent His Son to earth. The crucifixion of
the Savior did not surprise the Almghty. He knew from eterna
ages H's Son would be nailed to a cross. That He revealed this
fact through all the prophets proved this thought was on His
m nd throughout A d Testanment generations. God was continual -
Iy aware of human need. The apostle John described the Lord as
being "the Lanb slain fromthe foundation of the world" (Rev.
13: 8).

The gul f between the holiness of God and the sinful ness of
men seened i npossible to span, but the Lord found a way to
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bridge it and rmake access to God possible. It is comonly be-
lieved that dialogue is better than armed aggression. Wen nen

di scuss their grievances, problens are often renoved. Heaven
provided the first exanple of that inportant fact. The difficulty
of securing redenption for undeserving sinners appeared to be

i nsurnount abl e, but when the nmenbers of the Divine Fanmily

di scussed the matter. they solved the problem

Qur Sins... Conpelling
And ye know that he was nanifested to take away our si/is:
and in himis no sin (1 John 3:5).

Christ cane into this world to manifest, to reveal, to make
known, to explain the perfect will of God. Primarily, He did not
come to performall kinds of physical mracles, nor even to
i ntroduce higher and better laws. He cane to take away our sins.
The Lord had considered the consequences of human guilt but
finally was conpelled to act. Since all humans were sinners, and
even the angelic world had been tainted by the fall of Lucifer
there was no one available to handle the problemof sin. Even if
there had been sonme special person able to commence the task,
he woul d have been unable to conplete the work. Paul wote:

"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con-
forned to the image of his San" (Rom 8:29). If the Savior had
remai ned indifferent to human need, His tranquillity would have
been ruined by nenories. John wote: "But whoso hath this

worl d's good. and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
hi s bowel s of conpassion fromhim how dwelleth the |ove of
God in hinP* (I John 3:17). He who had been the Lanb slain
fromthe foundation of the world (Rev, 13:8), and who had by
type and prediction indicated what was to happen canme to com
pl ete what had been commenced. God's magnificent plan was
fulfilled at Calvary when the Savior's cry echoed around the
wor | dA" Tet el estai AAIt is finished."

Qur Sins ... Canceled
"And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:2).
The Greek word used here is ilasnps. It is one of three used
in the New Testanent to teach the doctrine of the Atonenent.
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The other two are estall agee and apol urposi. The Pupit Com
nentary states the collective interpretati on suggests the idea of
the "redenption of the offending party by paynent of the debt."
Paul also said. "Being justified freely by his grace through the
redenption that is in Christ Jesus: Wiom God hath set forth to

be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his

ri ght eousness for the rem ssion of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God" (Ram 3:24A~5)

A debt that has been canceled signifies the debtor is free from
responsibility. H s indebtedness no | onger exists. The word pro-
pitiation that occurs three tines in the New Testanment (Rom
3:25: 1 John 2:2: 1 John 4:10) expresses the idea of an of fender
being restored to favor. He who was far from God has been
brought near by the bl ood of Jesus see Eph. 2:1St. These Scri p-
tures reveal the situation as it is seen by Cod: our record before
the Almghty is without blem sh. W are justified A "just if we
never sinned."

Qur Sins... C eansed

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express inage
of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by hinself purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3).

Wt hout assistance from anyone. Christ did what had to be done.
He purgedAHe washed a nay our sins. The earlier texts reveal ed
how God sees us in heaven. This verse explains how He sees us 0/i
cart/i. We are in Christ and cleansed fromsin. Wen the Lord spoke

to Jeremiah, Lle said, "I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem
ber their sin no nmore" (Jer. 31:34). John. witing to his converts, said:
"I wite unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven

you for his nane's sake" (I John 2:12). He did not pronise this
woul d be a reward when peopl e stand before God. Forgi veness can
be received and enjoyed now.
I knew a very sincere and talented | ady who was never able to
accept this gracious fact. Apparently when she was a child, she
did sonmething that she regretted throughout her life. Wen that
worman heard nmy wife speaki ng about forgi veness, she excl ai ned.
"Ch, no, no, no, | cannot be forgiven for what |I did to ny
sister." She was unable to forgive herself and therefore could not
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bel i eve her heavenly Father could forgive and forget her child-
hood behavior. There will be no sin in heaven, and if one blem
i sh renmai ned, entrance woul d be deni ed. Happy and safe is the
person who can say:

Gone, gone. gone. gone.

Yes, ny sins are gone.

Now ny soul is free.

And in nmy heart's a song.
Buried in the deepest sea:

Yes, that's good enough for ne.
I shall live eternally.

Prai se God. ny sins are gone.

Qur Sins ... Conquered
Unto himthat |oved us, and washed (|l oosed us. Av) us from oar
sins in his own blood (Rev. 1:5).
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The G eek word transl ated washed is |ousanti. and nost of
the translations render it |oosed or freed from It has often been
said that Christ saves fromthe penalty, power, and presence of
sin. The first was acconplished when the Lord took our sins
upon Hinself. The second is being perfected now by the Holy
Spirit who resides within God's people. The third will be com
pl eted when the Lord takes His people to be with Hnself. Al of
these are phases in God's redenptive plan for manki nd. Never -
thel ess, believers continue to struggle with spiritual problens.
Even Paul said, "For | know that in me (that is, in ny flesh),
dwel l eth no good thing: for to will is present with me, but how
to performthat which is good | find not. For the good that I
would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do" (Rom
7: 18A19).

Christians resenble Sinon Peter whose exuberant faith en-
abled himto wal k upon the water and who began to sink the
monment he ceased | ooking at his Lord. He m ght have drowned
had not the Savior reached down to rescue H's friend. Many
depressed believers seemto spend nore tine sinking than | ook-

i ng! Nevertheless, Christ has the ability to inpart the strength
whi ch al one enabl es people to walk on their own storny seas!
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Qur Sins... Challenged

Qur Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave hinself for oar sins, that he
m ght deliver us fromthis present evil world, according to the
will of God and our Father (Gal. 1:3-4).

The Lord Jesus Christ: Wo shall change our vile body. that it
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body. according to

t he wor ki ng whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto
hi msel f (Phil. 3:20A21).

What Christ acconplished at the cross assures us that even
the last stain of sin will be renoved, its power destroyed. and its
ef fect upon redeened souls terminated. Sin prevented Adam and
Eve fromremaining in the Garden of Eden. It would |ikew se
prevent entry into God's eternal kingdomfor "nothing that defi-
leth shall enter therein.” Wien God's children are taken to the
pl ace of many mansions, sin will never again cause problens.

Even their bodies will be mracul ously changed. Al as, even Chris-
tians are conscious of evil within their souls. Satan has a work-
shop within every believer, but this will be destroyed forever
"We shall be like Hm for we shall see Hmas he is." The | ast
chall enge of evil will have been overcone, and heaven will not
have a single blemsh

The seven texts used in this study have certain things in com
non. They enphasi ze the fact of sin and state the only remedy
for the ills of nmen and wonen is Christ and Hi s precious bl ood.

It is significant that the authors of the New Testament were not
content to wite about Jesus of Nazareth. His glorious deeds and
triunphant living could only supply an exanple for hunman be-
i ngs, and since nmen and wonen do not possess the ability to live
as He did, the end result could only have been condemati on
When the apostles referred to the blood of Christ, they were
explaining this represented the sinless life of the Lord out poured
at Calvary, The early Christians were convinced that w thout the
death of Christ there could be no eternal life for sinners. Happy
are those peopl e who understand the cross is the gateway to the
starsl!
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