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OBADI AH ... whose w dow conpl ai ned
(I KINGS 18: 5-16 ; 2 KINGS 4: 1-7)

The writings of Josephus suggest an interesting possibility
inregard to two Od Testanent personalities. Supported
by other authorities, the historian declares that the w dow
whose pot of oil was nmiracul ously increased by the prophet
El i sha, was none other than Cbadiah's widow " For they
say that the wi dow of Obadi ah, Ahab's steward, canme to
El i sha and said, that he was not ignorant how her husband had
preserved the prophets that were to be slain by Jezebel, the
wi fe of Ahab ; for she said, that he hid a hundred of them
and had borrowed noney for their nmaintenance, and that,
after her husband's death, she and her children were carried
away to be made slaves by the creditors ; and she desired
of himto have nercy upon her on account of what her
husband did, and afford her sonme assistance. And when he
asked her what she had in the house, she said, ' Nothing but
a very small quantity of oil in a cruse.' So the prophet bid
her go away, and borrow a great nmany enpty vessels of
her nei ghbors, and when she had shut her chanber door
to pour the oil into themall: for that God would fill them
full." A footnote to this quotation reads, " That this woman
who cried to Elisha, and who in our Bible is styled ' the wfe
of one of the sons of the prophets,' was no other than the
wi dow of Cbadi ah, the good steward of Ahab, is confirned
by the Chal dee paraphrase and by the Robbins and others
. . . " (Antiquities of the Jews. Book nine, chapter four, para.
two). If these statenments are founded on fact, then the ancient
account becones increasingly interesting.

An Exceptional Mnistry-lnspiring

Ki ng Ahab was very angry, and his inflanmatory tenper
had turned interviews into nightnare experiences for an his
subj ects. The country had been ravaged by unprecedented
drought, and di saster threatened the nation. The irate
nonarch cursed the prophet Elijah, and vowed that he shoul d
be executed. " Obadi ah, where are you?" and the anxious
prinme mnister bowed before his naster. " Go into the |and,
unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks ; peradventure
we nay find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we
| ose not all the beasts. So they divided the | and between
themt' (I Kings 18: 5, 6). Had Ahab known that his chief
executive officer was at that very tinme sheltering a conpany
of the hated prophets of God, Obadiah would have been
instantly slain. This is the highlight of A d Testanent secret

service ; for in the very shadow of the palace, the prinme mnis-
ter nightly risked his life to serve the cause of God.

An Expensive M nistry-Inpoverishing

H's statement to Elijah, " Was it not told nmy lord what |
di d when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how | hid an
hundred nmen of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and
fed themwith bread and water?" (v. 13) provides a w ndow
t hrough which we may view the activities of those dread
ni ghts. Under cover of darkness, hunted saints were quietly
I ed al ong nmountain paths to the shelter of a renote cave.
Yet every enterprise of this nature needed noney, and
(badi ah financed the venture. It would appear that all his
savings were sacrificed, and that ultimately he had to borrow
nmoney or abandon his efforts. Sone teachers have decl ared
that his secret endeavors evidenced a | ack of courage ; that
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he shoul d have bol dly confronted Ahab, confessing his faith
in God. Yet such an act would have invited disaster not only
to the indiscreet man, but to nmany others who were dependent
upon his endeavors. It will be to his everlasting credit that,
rat her than abandon his friends, he willingly spent all he
possessed.

An Exasperating Mnistry- |nplenented

If we may accept the teaching of ancient witers, then in
after days, when badi ah had died, his wi dow, inpoverished
and in danger of slavery, cried to Elisha for assistance. She
clainmed that the prophet was fully conversant with the details
of her nmisfortune -1 that such a state of affairs had been
brought about by her husband's loyalty to the cause of God.
Surely sonet hing ought to be done about the matter. And
Elisha smled. He m ght have said, "For God is not un-
ri ghteous to forget your work and | abor of |ove, which ye
have shewed toward his name, in that ye have mnistered to
the saints, and do mnister" (Heb. 6: 10). The wonman obeyed
the conmands of God's servant, and soon had sufficient noney
to neet all her needs. Thus did God reward the faithful ness of
H s children. Obadiah never lived to see the realization of
his dreanms, for his greatest prayers were answered after his
death, God is no man's debtor, and noney and tine invested
in Hs work will return amazing divi dends.
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