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The sane hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar. and

he was driven fromnmen, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown |ike ea-
gles "feathers, and his nails |like birds' claws. (Dan. 4:33)

poor nan' He resenbled a beast w thout a cage, an outcast deprived
of his sanity. The tragedy was the result of personal stupidity; his
desire for fame ran away with his brain. He should have known better

Hi s Unparalleled Privileges... Convincing

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, was anong the world's
greatest architects, engineers, and builders. Wthout the nachines so
comonpl ace today, he erected a city, which if it still existed would
be the world's greatest tourist attraction. He was exceedingly w se, but
not w se enough to understand that w thout God he was not hing.

The second chapter in the book of Daniel describes how the king
saw a great inmmge, and when the prophet explained its neaning, the
nmonarch was i nformed he was the head of gold; his donain was
superior to any other. It is not known if this encounter with Dani el was
the king's introduction to Jehovah, but |ater events proved that, to sone
degree at | east, know edge of the Modst H gh God commanded his
attention. Daniel was a man of exceptional ability, a revealer of secrets,
whose wi sdom cane from Jehovah

Nebuchadnezzar w tnessed the nmiracul ous deliverance of three
Hebrew boys who had been cast into the fiery furnace, and had seen
the mysterious formof the Deliverer of whomit was said, "The form
of the fourth is like the Son of God" (Dan. 3:25b). Finally, he had been
given a vision of a great tree whose nmagnificence was destroyed. The
prophet expl ai ned the neaning of the dream saying, "This is the
interpretation, 0 king, and this is the decree of the nost High, which
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is cone upon ny lord the king: That they shall drive thee from nen,
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shal
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of
heaven, and seven tinmes shall pass over thee, till thou know that the
nost Hi gh ruleth in _the kingdom of nmen, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will" (Dan. 4:24A25).

God was patient with the nman who said, "Therefore | make a decree,
That every people, nation, and | anguage, which speak any thing agai nst
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces,
and their houses shall be nade a dunghill: because there is no other
God that can deliver after this sort” (Dan. 3:29). Was this an excitable
outburst, or a statenent of faith? The ki ng woul d have been a wi ser
man had he obeyed his own edict.

CGod al ways does His utnbost to bring people to a know edge of Hi's
truth. When nmen and wonen continue to ignore divine warnings they
condemn t hensel ves, and have no valid excuse for their conduct.
Nebuchadnezzar shoul d have known better

H s Unsurpassed Pride ... Condeming

The ki ng of Babyl on was his greatest eneny; he enthroned his own
ego! Daniel wote, "At the end of twelve nonths he wal ked in the pal ace
of the kingdom of Babyl on. The king spake, and said, |Is not this great
Babyl on, that | have built for the house of the kingdom by the m ght of
my power?" (Dan. 4:29A30). It was significant that Jehovah waited and
wat ched for twelve nmonths as the king becane increasingly self-
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centered. It was a year of grace when, unfortunately, Jehovah was
forgotten by the nmonarch who worshi pped at his own shrine.

As Nebuchadnezzar stood on the terraces of his el evated pal ace, the
entire city could easily be seen. Fromthe walls, which were four
hundred feet high, he had a full view of greater Babylon. The city was
foursquare, with a circunference of approxinmately sixty mles.
Archaeol ogi sts state there were twenty-five streets that intersected each
other. They were one hundred and fifty feet wide and fifteen mles |ong.
There were one hundred brazen gates in the massive wall, which was
three hundred feet high and eighty feet wide at the top. This enabl ed
chariots drawn by four horses to pass each other in conpetitive races.
The River Euphrates slowy nmade its way through the city, and there
was a beautiful bridge that enabl ed people to cross fromthe pal aces to
the ornate tenple on the other side of the water. The hangi ng gardens

of Babylon are still considered to have been anpong the wonders of the
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wor |l d. When the king surveyed the scene, he said, "lIs not this great

Babyl on, that | have built'?" Unfortunately, his vision quickly faded,
his pride dininished, and he becane the nost mniserable of men. At a

| ater date, Daniel rem nded the successor Bel shazzar why his
predecessor had suffered such tragic | osses: "But when his heart was
lifted up, and his mnd hardened in pride, he was deposed fromhis

ki ngly throne" (Dan. 5:20, enphasis mnine).

Thi s has happened nmany tinmes throughout history. At frequent
interval great |eaders have domi nated the nations; they were thought
to be invincible. The world knows what happened to Napol eon, Hitler
Mussol ini, and Stalin. Honmes and enpires that are erected on sand
al ways col | apse
H s Uni que Predi canent Confusing

"While the word was in the king's nmouth, there fell a voice from
heaven, saying, 0 king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The
ki ngdom is departed fromthee" (Dan. 4:31). The news spread quickly
that a strange mal ady had afflicted the nmonarch, but only the prophet
expected what foll owed. The king was expelled fromhis pal ace, and
no one had conpassion for him It was horrifying to see
Nebuchadnezzar grazing with cattle and lying with themat night. Filthy,
untrinmed hair covered his shoul ders, and even the nails on his toes
and hands resenbl ed tal ons.

Later, when the nan regained his sanity, he said, "And at the end of
the days | Nebuchadnezzar |lifted up mne eyes unto heaven, and m ne
understandi ng returned unto ne" (Dan. 4:34a). This infers that during
the |l ong ordeal he was not aware of his predicanent. He was anot her
kind of man, a lost soul struggling through a maze of nental anguish.
Al'l appreciation of normal food had been | ost, and he had no desire to
be with other hunman bei ngs.

Did the Savior think of this king when He told the story of the
Prodi gal Son who abandoned his father and hone? The Lord indicated
that the true personality of the wayward boy was overshadowed by the
depravity that conpelled himto seek the food and conmpany of sw ne.

He who had known the warnth of a father's hone becane insensitive

to such luxuries. "He would fain have filled his belly with the husks
that the swine did eat: and no nan gave unto hint (Luke 15:16). It

was illunm nating when Jesus said, "And when he cane to hinself, he
said, How many servants of ny father's have bread enough and to spare,
and | perish with hunger!" (Luke 15:17).
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It is wonderful to renenber that in spite of hunman tragedi es, God
never forgets that beneath the disappointing exterior is a soul capable
of restoration. Wien a fallen sinner recognizes his plight and renmenbers
Page 2



NEBUCHADNEZZAR ... WHO SHOULD HAVE KNOWN BETTER
his father's hone, the inpossible becones reachable. David said, "I
will I'ift up mine eyes unto the hills, fromwhence conmeth ny hel p"
(Ps. 121:1). God may appear to | ose usAbut He never |oses sight of
us. He knows where we are at all tinmes, even when we appear to be
irretrievably |ost.

Hi s Unexpected Pardon ... Conferred

At the end of the days | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up m ne eyes unto
heaven, and m ne understanding returned unto nme, and | bl essed
the nost High, and | praised and honoured himthat liveth for ever,
whose donminion is an everlasting doninion, and his kingdomis
fromgeneration to generation: . . . At the sane tinme ny reason
returned unto me; and for the glory of ny kingdom mine honour
and brightness returned unto nme; and ny counsellers and ny | ords
sought unto me; and | was established in ny kingdom and ex-
cellent majesty was added unto ne. Now | Nebuchadnezzar praise
and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are
truth, and his ways judgnment: and those that walk in pride he is
abl e to abase. (Dan. 4:34, 36A37)

It seemed to the king that he had awakened after a long and terrifying
ni ght mare. Wen his sanity returned, he | ooked at his unkenpt body,
his long, matted hair, and his clawlike fingernails and wondered if he
were dreami ng. He stared at his horrifying appearance, but as his mnd
cl eared he began to praise the God of heaven: his ordeal had term nated.
As the news of the king' s recovery spread through the pal ace, nobl enen
ran to greet their old naster and shock waves of delight swept through
the city. Crowds gathered before the pal ace, and when the ki ng appeared
before his subjects, onlookers were ecstatic. Nebuchadnezzar could
hardly speak, but later when he dictated his nenobirs to a scribe, he
said , " And excellent majesty was added unto ne.

Many years |ater, when the prophet Joel addressed Israel, he repeated
one of the greatest prom ses ever nmade by Jehovah: "And | will restore
to you the years that the | ocust hath eaten, the cankerworm and the
caterpillar, and the pal merworm ny great army which | sent anong
you" (Joel 2:25). It is worthy of attention that the prophet spoke of the
years that the |ocust had eaten. Locusts do not eat tine! They devour

106
ears of corn or any other vegetation they encounter. Yet all the
translators retain the word years. The Anplified Bible renders the
passage, "And | will restore or replace for you the years that the | ocust
hath eaten, the hopping |locust; the stripping | ocust; and the craw ing
| ocust. My great army which | sent anobng you

Joel evidently was referring to the material | osses suffered when the
i nvadi ng enem es rui ned crops and devastated the |and. God pronised
to restore what had been | ost; the inpoveri shed Hebrews woul d be
reconpensed. The story of Job and how he ultinmately received tw ce
as nmuch as he had | ost provides an excellent exanple of God's ability
to fulfill H's pronmi ses. Nebuchadnezzar's return to his throne provides
anot her exanple of the mracles that God can perform

| shall always renenber a man who cane to nme at the close of one
of ny evangelistic nmeetings. He was very di sturbed when he descri bed
the continuing m stakes made during his lifetine. Repeatedly, he had
refused to obey his conscience, and "had wasted his substance with
riotous living." Finally, the word of God prevailed, but the peace of
God was hard to retain for he was continually harassed by nmenories
of former indiscretions. | listened for a long tine, but finally said, "M
brother, stop worrying. God promsed to restore the years which the
| ocusts have eaten." My friend apparently had never read that text, and
asked for an explanation. Wien | told himthat God could make up for
the tinme that had been lost, that He could and woul dAwith the nan's
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hel pAcreate new opportunities for service and supply the spiritua
power necessary for successful endeavor, he still had difficulty
bel i evi ng what was bei ng spoken. He said, "Show nme that text." Wen
I did, the man's eyes began to gleam The follow ng eveni ng he shouted
across the pews in the church, "He can restore what the | ocusts have
eaten!" That grateful Christian had di scovered a source of spiritua
weal th that he never knew exi st ed.

MI1lions of nmen and wormen have shared that experience. Continued
failure begets disgust, disgrace, and despair. U timately di scouraged
peopl e hear a sinister voice suggesting the abandoni ng of everything
nobl e. Some peopl e contenplate suicide as a way of release froma
troubl ed conscience. It is wise to renenber that the Savior stands before
such folk with H's arns outstretched. When He is pernmitted to help,
the Lord can lift beggars fromthe dunghill and set them anbng princes
(see 1 Sam 2:8).
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