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"And there were certain men who were defiled by the dead body of a
man, that they could not keep the passover on that day: and they

cane before Moses and before Aaron on that day: And those nen

said unto him W are defiled by the dead body of a man: wherefore

are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the LORD in his
appoi nted season anong the children of Israel? And Moses said unto
them Stand still, and | will hear what the LORD wi |l comrand
concerning you" (Num 9:6A8).

It is refreshing to discover that Sol omon did not know every-
thing, and even Mbses realized there were things he needed to |earn
(see Prov. 30:18A19). The nan who has no need of inprovenent
has outlived his useful ness. The Passover, the nobst inportant feast
in Israel, was solemly observed on the fourteenth day of the first
month. "And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai
inthe first nonth of the second year after they were come out of the
| and of Egypt, saying, Let the children of Israel also keep the pass-
over at his appointed season. In the fourteenth day of this nonth, at
even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season; according to all the
rites of it, and according to all the cerenpnies thereof, shall ye keep
it. And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that they should
keep the passover. And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day
of the first nmonth at even in the wlderness of Sinai: according to al
that the Lord commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel”

(Num 9: 1A5).

The Problemand the Prayer... Quilt Excluding

At t endance at the Passover was nmandatory for all nen. Every
mal e was conmanded to obey the comandnent of God, and fail-
ure to do so was regarded as sinful. This was considered by the
Hebrews to be a delight and a solem duty. Wen these details were
explained to the nation, certain men cane to Mbses to ask a very
i nportant question. People who were defiled were strictly forbidden
to participate in the feast, and travel ers who were unable to reach
home in time for the cel ebrations were deprived of their greatest
privilege. This appeared to be unjust, and the nen who conpl ai ned
to Mbses asked if an alternative could be found.

Their | eader had no i dea what to say. He had never been con-
fronted by that problem and hesitated before giving an answer.
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"And Moses said unto them Stand still, and I will hear what the
LORD wi I | command concerning you" (Num 9:8). That situation
was chal | engi ng. Four facts await investigation

(1) Their DefilementA "We are defiled by the dead body of a
man. " This contact m ght not have been intentional. Additiona
details were never supplied by the ancient witer, but the uncleanli-
ness m ght have been caused accidentally or by sonme unknown
humani tari an reason. The nmen asking the question m ght have been
visiting a sick friend who died during their stay. Such a situation
woul d have prohi bited attendance at the feast. The sanme fact applies
to all people who are unworthy to share fellowship with God. It is
witten, "For all have sinned and cone short of the glory of God"
(Rom 3:23). The prophet Isaiah said, "All we |ike sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way" (lsa. 53:6). Wse
men do not argue with God; they believe Hs Wrd and pray as did
the publican, "... CGod be merciful to ne a sinner" (Luke 18:13).

(2) Their DirectionsA "Wierefore are we kept back The
Phari see nmentioned by Christ tried to justify hinmself before God by
enunerating his virtuous deeds. Jesus said, "The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with hinself, God, | thank thee, that | amnot as other
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nmen are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all that | possess" (Luke
18: 11A12). The nen who questi oned Moses did not deny their pre-
di cament; they recognized the authority of the Alm ghty and en-
deavored to di scover what night be done to solve their problem
They were wise, and so are all people who learn fromtheir exam
ple. if there were a way by which favor could be found, they w shed
to know about it, and for that purpose they cane to Mdses who
could enquire on their behal f. They desired to worship at the feast
and were willing to do anything to pronpte that possibility.

(3) Their DesireA"... an offering of the LORD in his appoint-
ed place." The questioners were sincere and anxious to know what
CGod required. Wth intensity of purpose they desired to find neans
by which to share God's benediction and join other people in re-
nmenbering the anmazi ng deliverance from Egypt. They were anx-
ious to give. Travelers prevented fromreturning in time for the
festivities wished to know if their absence could be overl ooked or
renmedi ed and wanted to know i f Mbdses could solve their problem
They seened to say, "W can purchase our lanmb and are willing to
observe all the commandnments, but, Mses, how can we do this?"
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Their | eader becane their intercessor, and God answered his prayer.
David said, "Blessed are they that keep his testinonies, and that
seek himw th the whole heart" (Ps. 119:2).

(4) Their Deci sionA "And those nen said unto him Pr o-
crastination is considered to be the thief of tine, but the ancient
Hebrews were desperate and did not postpone action until a later
date. They canme to the servant of God and their effort was reward-
ed. It is never wise to put off until tomorrow sonething that needs
attention today. The patriarch had never previously considered this
problem Many years later, Jesus was confronted by a simlar situa-
non.

"And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man
said unto him Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

And Jesus said unto him Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he

said unto another, Follow nme. But he said, Lord suffer me first to go
and bury ny father. Jesus said unto him Let the dead bury their

dead: but go thou and preach the ki ngdom of God. And another al so
said, Lord, | will followthee; but let me first go bid themfarewell,
which are at home at ny house. And Jesus said unto him No man

havi ng put his hand to the plough, and |ooking back, is fit for the

ki ngdom of God" (Luke 9:57A62). People with doubts and prob-

| ems should accept God's invitation, "Conme now, and |let us reason
together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow, though they be red like crinson, they shall be as
wool " (lsa. 1:18).

The Provision and the Privilege ... God Expl aining

"And the LORD spake unto Modses, saying, Speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, if any man of you or of your posterity shal
be uncl ean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet
he shall keep the passover unto the LORD. The fourteenth day of the
second nonth at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unl eavened
bread and bitter herbs. . . . But the man that is clean, and is not in a
journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover, even the sane sou
shall be cut off from anong his people: because he brought not the
offering of the LORD in his appointed season, that man shall bear his
sin® (Num 9:9A13).

The arrangement for a second passover was one of the nost
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gracious acts of the Almghty; it provided a thirty-day period of
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grace in which nmen could prepare to enjoy the ordi nance of which
they had been deprived. It unified | aw and | ove and foreshadowed
the link between Munt Sinai and Cal vary.

(1) CGod' s Desire. \Wen Jehovah responded to the request of
Mbses, it becanme evident that He al so wi shed to share the passover
with Hi s believing people. Uncleanness was not an excuse for avoid-
ing the feast; there was always a way by which suppliants could be
cl eansed fromdefil enent. Likewi se, a man who was clean could
not be pardoned for inexcusable neglect. The statement "that man
shal | bear his sin" was ominous. It was better to be uncl ean and
know it than to be clean and indifferent. Since the beginning of tine
it has always been possible for sinful people to approach God and
obtain forgiveness. Unfortunately, some people ignore God's com
mandnment s and do as they pl ease.

(2) God's Delight. Samuel said, "Hath the LORD as great de-
light in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams" (1 Sam 15:22). Each comandnent encouraged
virtue and supplied a way of expressing love to God. The Israelites
did not willingly nmake bricks in Egypt; they had no choi ceAt hey
were slaves. The boy who offered his lunch to Jesus gave voluntari -
ly and joyfully. It would be difficult to decide who was the happi er
the lad who gave or the Lord who received. As a father delights in
the obedi ence of his children, so God is pleased when nen and
woren seek His fellowship.

(3) CGod's Disapproval. Jehovah al ways went the "extra mle"
when offering mercy to undeserving sinners. The thirty days of
grace indicated that He was anxious to assist believers in cel ebrat-
ing the passover. The sane nercy was extended after Noah entered
the ark. The vessel was ready to sail; the door had been cl osed and
the final tasks conpleted. "And it cane to pass after seven days,
that the waters of the flood were upon the earth” (Gen. 7:10). Sins-
larly, the Lord provided a nonth in which men could prepare to
attend the second passover. if they did not avail thenselves of this
wonder ful opportunity, their condemmation was justified. The New
Testament writer expressed a sinmilar thought when he said, "How
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard hin?" (Heb. 2:3). Wse nmen obeyed the conmand
of Moses, "But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and
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forbeareth to keep the passover, even the sane soul shall be cut off
from anong his peopl e because he brought not the offering of the
Lord in his appointed seasonAthat man shall bear his sin" (Num
9:13).

The Partnership and the Pleasure.. . Cuests Expected

"And if a stranger shall sojourn anong you, and will keep the
passover unto the LORD;, according to the ordi nance of the passover,
and according to the manner thereof, so shall he do: ye shall have
one ordi nance, both for the stranger, and for himthat was born in
the land" (Num 9:14).

The new instructions given to Mdses were surprising, for once
again God extended His nercy. Normally, Jews were the only
people permtted to observe the passover. "And the LORD said to
Mbses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover: There
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shall no stranger eat thereof. But every man's servant that is bought
for noney, when thou hast circuntised him then he shall eat
thereof. A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof
(Ex. 12:43A45). Probably at the tine when God spoke to Mses,
the children of Israel had no contact with people of other nations.
As years passed, the influence of the Jews spread; "strangers"
were attracted by God's chosen people, and at |east sone identi-
fied thenselves with the chosen race. Many years |l ater CGod saw
the need of revising the former conmandnments and issued an
edict which permtted strangers to keep the feast in fellowship
with their Hebrew hosts. Circuntision was the only unchangi ng
condition; it was the evidence that Israel was a separated nation. It
was a thrilling noment when "those born in the |and" sat together
with "the strangers fromafar,” and nasters and sl aves becane
brethren. The wealth of the owner did not enhance his chance of
finding favor with God, and sl aves were not deprived of the divine
benedi cti on.

Many years |ater Paul expressed the sane truth when he wote to

t he Ephesian Christians. "Now therefore ye are no nore strangers
and foreigners, but fellowitizens with the saints, and of the house-
hol d of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ hinself being the chief corner stone; In whom
all the building fitly franed together groweth unto an holy tenple in
the Lord: In whomye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit" (Eph. 2:19A22).
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It is reasonable to believe that when God i ssued H s command-
ments to Moses, He was, so to speak, painting on hunan canvas a
scene which He saw developing in the distant future. The slain |anmb
was a forerunner of the Lanb of God, and the passover feast was
enbl emati ¢ of the communi on service in which believers gratefully
remenbered their redenption purchased by the bl ood of the Savior
Throughout the A d Testanent dispensations the slain |anb was the
center of all religious practice. During the present age everything of
val ue revol ves around the risen Christ; without Hi s presence reli-
gion deteriorates into cold formality. No Jew sh sacrifice was ever
resurrected, "But nowis Christ risen fromthe dead, and becone the
firstfruits of themthat slept” (1 Cor. 15:20).
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