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M DNI GHTS . TO BE REMEMBERED

Exodus 12:29; Acts 16:25; Matthew 25:6; Matthew 26: 16

IT was a night to be renenbered! Pharaoh was mad; his people
were sad; the outl ook was bad, but the Hebrew captives were gl ad.
Moses had chal |l enged the Egyptian ruler. The nation was on the verge
of rebellion, and everybody was scared of the fearless stranger who
once had been a prince in the royal househol d. Runors suggested the
| eader of the slaves was planni ng another plague, but sonething strange
was taking place. Lanbs were al nost unobtai nabl e; sheep farners were
nmaki ng their fortune. The captives never had much noney, but those
who had saved a little were buying young sheep. Al the purchasers
seened anxi ous, and those without noney were tradi ng keepsakes,
clothing, anything, in a desperate attenpt to obtain a | anb. The
Egypti ans were anazed, for although the Hebrews had been shepherds,
this ardent attenpt to purchase ani nals had never been w tnessed within
the nation. People in the streets were seeking reasons for the sudden
surge in business.

A Night of Redenption... Salvation
At nmidnight the LORD snote all the firstborn of the |and of Egypt
(Exod. 12:29)

Al through the land the slaves were whispering, and nessengers
were hurrying fromhouse to house saying, "This is the night. Be sure
to do as Mdses commanded.” The night wore on. It was a few m nutes
bef ore m dni ght, an uneasy cal m had settled upon Egypt. The Israelites
were within their homes, but none were sl eeping. Strange marks were
upon the lintel and doorways of their hovels. Wen the silence of the
ni ght was shattered, the people gravely smled; the expected had
happened. Mses was correct when he said, "For the LORD will pass
through to snite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the bl ood upon the
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lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you
(Exod. 12:23).

Did any of the Hebrews have Egyptian friends who were invited to
share their sanctuary? Did any foolish Hebrew reject the command of
Mbses and renain in the street to die? Those details were never reveal ed
by the historian. Were people were, was nore inportant that what they
were. There was no racial bias with God. Color of skin and pride of
race were never Inportant in H's sight. He | oved everybody, and that
guaranteed that all who sought Hi s bl essings were hel ped.

A Night of Rejoicing... Serenity
And at m dnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang prai ses unto God.
(Acts 16: 25)

It was weird, extrenmely annoying, and inexcusable. At m dnight
when people were trying to sleep, two newconers to the prison were
singi ng. Disturbed convicts were conpl ai ning; were the new i nnat es
crazy or just stupid? As the restlessness intensified, growl s of conplaint
filled the jail and prisoners becane angry. Everybody demanded
silence, but their requests were ignored. Paul and Silas, the obstinate
preachers who had defied the magi strates, were singing the praises of
God. Their backs were still bleeding froma flogging received earlier
in the day, but their pain could not destroy their peace. Their attitude
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was anazi ng.

Men rose fromtheir beds to stare into the darkness. Earlier
conpl ai nts gave place to specul ati on. How coul d peopl e sing when their
bodies were filled with pain? It was inconprehensi ble. Then suddenly
the ground began to shake and the prison walls comenced to trenble:
"There was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken: and imrediately all the doors were opened, and every
one's bands were | oosed" (Acts 16:26). It was astonishing: in the mddle
of the night the road to freedom had been opened. The nen could soon
be hidden with friends or secluded in isolated places. This was the
chance of a lifetineAbut no one noved! The nuch-desired freedom
seened unattractive. As the songs of Paul and Silas increased, it becane
obvious their God had come to rescue Hi s servants. The watching and
listening nmen believed it would be wiser to stay close to the Christians
than to be el sewhere alone. The missionaries were ecstatic; they knew
that God, who had protected H s people in Egypt, was quite capable of
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hel ping His followers in a prison. He, who had shaken the m ghty house
of Pharaoh, would have no difficulty breaking the locks of a jail house.
He held the whole world in Hi s hand.

A Night of Realization... Soul Searching
And at midnight there was a cry nade, Behold, the bridegroom
cometh. (Matt. 25:6)

Weddi ngs celebrated in Bible tines were very different fromthose
cel ebrated today. Today, people make |avish preparation, arrange
rehearsals, and prepare premarital banquets. \Wen a bridegroom has
to travel froma distant home, the tinetables of air conpanies, trains,
and ot her neans of transportation nmake it possible, barring accidents,
to predict the exact tinme of his arrival in the honmetown of his bride-to-
be. Such el aborate arrangenents were not possible in Bible tines. Mre
often than not the bridegroomhad to walk or ride a horse to his weddi ng.
I f numerous guests planned to attend the cerenony, they cane in a
j oyous procession, acconpanying the groom Oten they cane in the
eveni ng, carrying torches and singi ng happy songs. Sonetines
unexpected circunstances del ayed the progress of the wedding party,
and folk waiting to greet the new arrivals had to await their com ng
Al'l Hebrews understood this procedure. When Jesus spoke about the
ten virgins who went to neet the bridegroom He described a custom
t hat every person under st ood.

This was to be a nenorabl e occasion; a tine of suprene excitenent.
The cel ebrati ons woul d continue for several days; there would be
si ngi ng, dancing, and feasting. People could sleep when the joyous
event term nated.

The disciples were fascinated. They renmenbered attendi ng a
wedding at Cana in Galilee when their Master had been a guest of honor
They coul d not forget how He had turned water into wi ne and prevented
hum liation for the governor of the feast. The Savior was a very
descriptive speaker, and when He told of the approach of the
bri degroom their eyes shone with excitenent. The Lord enphasi zed
three sinple facts.

1. The Foolish Miidens (Matt. 25:3)

It was inpossible by listening or watching to identify the w se and
the foolish virgi nsAthey | ooked alike. Jesus said, "They took their
| anps, and took no oil with them" The lanp to which the Lord referred
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It had a small handle, a hole in the top through which oil could be
poured, and a lip through which the wick was inserted to lie flat on the
top of the fuel. The lanp held only a small quantity of oil which had to
be repl enished often. Larger processions carried | anterns, but
i ndi vidual s used the small |anps. The reserve supply of oil was carried
in a leather flask attached to the owner's belt or girdle. The fact that
five of the ten nmaidens did not even bother to attend to this inportant
busi ness was a reflection on their character. Wre they indifferent,
forgetful, or inexperienced? Perhaps their anticipation of the comning
festivities nade them neglect their duty. It was never safe to assune
too much. Maybe they thought the early arrival of the bridegroomwould
meke | anps unnecessary. |If that were the case, the | anps could have
been I eft at hone. Those negligent wonmen were as people about to build
an attractive hone without materials; a sailor planning to sail around
the world without a ship; a host about to feed hungry multitudes w thout
food. Jesus said they were "foolish virgins."

2. The Fatal M stake

There was plenty of tinme in which to review their situation, but
unfortunately, ignoring the fact that a m stake m ght have been nmade,
they slept. If the five wise virgins had been alert, they night have been
acconpani ed by five sisters when they enjoyed the weddi ng
cel ebrations. Jesus was describing comng events: the weddi ng of the
Lamb, and the solem fact that |ost souls could reach the door of heaven
and fail to gain adnittance. The foolish virgins lit the wicks that fizzled
only for a few nonments. The outward synbol of Christianity is the |anp
that gives light, but it is the Holy Spirit that makes Christians gl ow as
they go forth to neet the Bridegroom

3. The Fi nal Message

"l know you not." The door was closed. The five virgins were outside,
and an opportunity had been | ost forever. Then Jesus continued: "Wtch
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of
man comet h" (Matt. 25:13). Three inportant facts had been expressed:
(1) Life's greatest opportunity can arrive at any noment Abe ready;
(2) Life s greatest opportunity can pass quicklyAbe careful; (3) Life's
greatest opportunity, once gone, nay never returnAbe sure. The disciples
never forgot this account of five young people left with thoughts of a
weddi ng they never witnessed; their m stake was i nexcusabl e.
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A Night of Renobrse ... Sorrow

And fromthat tine he sought opportunity to betray him (Matt.
26: 16)

It was very dark; a night that, for one denented soul, would never
end. As far as Judas was concerned, the Light of the Wrld had ceased
shining. Poor man! The betrayer had not only nanaged the business
affairs of the disciples of Jesus, he had been close to treasure of
i ncal cul able worth. Al as, his understanding had been influenced by the
magneti smof thirty pieces of silver. He m ght have possessed a pl ace
of em nence in the kingdom of God, but unfortunately, his body was
found at the end of a rope. One of his coll eagues wrote,

That which was fromthe begi nning, which we have heard, which

we have seen with our eyes, which we have | ooked upon, and

our hands have handl ed, of the Wrd of life; (For the life was

mani fested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto

you that eternal |ife, which was with the Father, and was mani -

fested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we

unto you, that ye also nmay have fellowship with us: and truly our

fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Chri st.
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(1 John 1:1A3)

Judas and John were friends who shared the sane table and fol |l owed
t he sane Leader. John endured to the end and won a crown; Judas
became a dropout and | ost his soul: "Then Judas, which had betrayed
him when he saw t hat he was condenmed, repented hinself, and
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and el ders,
Saying, | have sinned in that | have betrayed the innocent blood. And
they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down the
pi eces of silver in the tenple, and departed, and went and hanged
hi msel f* (Matt. 27:3A5). There was no |ight at the end of his tunnel; he
had no hope and nothing for which to live. He repentedAwas sorry
for his treachery, but apparently, he had no faith. He never came back
to Christ. Wuld it have made a difference had he wept at the feet of
Jesus?
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