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"Manosseh was twel ve years ol d when he began to reign, and reigned fifty
and five years in Jerusalem And his nother's name was Hephzi bah. And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord" (2 Kings 21:1A2).
It has often been clai med that behind every successful man stands
a dedi cated woman. Paul was probably the greatest evangelist ever
to serve the church, but he m ght not have known the Savi or had not
his devoted sister prayed himinto the kingdom of Christ. Wen he
was a student in the senminary of Ganmaliel, Paul stayed with that
woman who ultimately becane a Christian. Her grief nust have
been enornous when her brother began persecuting the foll owers of
the Savior. Later when the apostle wote to the church in Ronme, he
nmenti oned her and said she "was in Christ before nme" (Rom 16:7).
Manasseh was the O d Testanent equival ent of Saul of Tarsus.
He was the son of Hezeki ah and Hephzi bah, the king and queen of
Judah but, unlike them was a terrible person who slaughtered God's
people and filled Jerusalemw th the bl ood of innocent people. Yet
before he died, this aboninable nan repented of his sin and re-
turned to the God of his parents. His nother's name was Hephzi -
bah, which nmeans "My delight is in her." \Wen she was born her
not her's eyes possi bly shone with delight, and the baby was given

an illustrious nane. The parents sincerely believed that God had
special pleasure in the child who eventually becane the queen of
Israel. It is significant that she becanme the wi fe of Hezekiah, the

royal reforner who spread out a threatening letter before the Lord

so that Jehovah could read for Hi nself what the insulting king of
Babyl on had said. There can be no doubt that Queen Hephzi bah

hel ped her husband in all the major decisions which were made; her

i nfl uence was known throughout the nation. Wen her child was

born, she had great hopes for the future, but unfortunately, her heart
filled with pain when she saw hi m destroyi ng everything of val ue
within the kingdom She could do little but pray, and it is possible
the happy ending to the tragic history of Manasseh was the result of
her continuing intercession

Rejecting an O d Faith... Rebellion
This is the account of a teenage boy who believed he knew
everything! He was self-assured, and the opinion of his parents
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neant not hi ng. Manasseh deci ded to please hinself in everything
he did. The young upstart destroyed all the good acconplished by
hi s deceased father and installed his own idol within the tabernacle.
He violated the commands of God and turned the Holy City into a
cesspool of iniquity. The man was |i ke the prodigal son who de-
spised his honme, rejected his father's |ove, and departed to live a
shaneful life. It is difficult to explain why sone of the nbst devot-
ed parents have rebellious children

When CGod addressed H s decadent nation, He said, "For ny
peopl e have comritted two evils; they have forsaken nme the foun-
tain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,
that can hold no water"” (Jer. 2:13). Those words coul d have been
spoken to the wayward son of Hezekiah. Manasseh conpletely re-
jected the teaching and exanple of his parents and forsook the
source of all spiritual refreshment. A fountain of I|iving water was
an invaluable asset in a |and where water was hard to find. It
guenched the thirst of travelers and nmaintained the |life of people,
who, without it, would have died. The words of the Savior have
been fulfilled in all ages, "If any nan thirst, let himconme unto ne
and drink"™ (John 7:37).

Wien a man is deprived of living water, he searches el sewhere
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to find what his soul needs, but the substitute can never equal the
original. The cisterns created by man devel op cracks and hold no
wat er. The prophet, Haggai, expressed this fact when he said, "Ye
have sown rmuch, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is
none warm and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a
bag with hol es" (Hag. 1:6). The poet wote:

I tried the broken cisterns, Lord,
But, ah, the waters fail ed;

E'en as | stopped to drink, they fled,
And nocked ne as | wail ed.

Manasseh, the king of Judah, had a great deal to learn, but |ike
many ot her people, he learned the hard way!

Repeating an A d Folly... Ruinous

"And he caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley
of the son of Hinnom also he observed tines, and used enchant -
ments, and used witchcraft, and dealt with a famliar spirit, and with
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w zards: he wought rmuch evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke
himto anger. And he set a carved image, the idol which he had
made, in the house of God" (2 Chron. 33:6A7). The man was driven

by an irrepressible urge; he was at war with hinsel f. Each act of
defiance was followed by a greater atrocity. He began by enul ati ng
t he exanpl e supplied by adjacent nations; he nade his children the
victins of fiery sacrifices. Then he associated with w zards and
endeavored to comrune with the deadAperhaps his own children

These deeds were forbidden by God, but the arrogant king did what
he desired. He was on a course of self-destruction, the end of which
was never in doubt. H s cisterns began to crack, and finally he was
destitute.

"And the LORD spake to Manasseh, and to his people: but they
woul d not hearken. Wierefore the LORD brought upon themthe
captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh
anmong the thorns, and bound himwith fetters, and carried himto
Babyl on" (2 Chron. 33:10Al11). The statenent that says Manasseh
was taken anong the thorns is interesting. The sanme word is trans-
lated in 2 Kings 19:28 as hook, "Therefore | will put ny hook in
thy nose." The captive was bound with chains of brass and pulled
by a hook inserted into the nose. This indignity reduced the king to
the I evel of a common slave. The prayers of his godly parents were
answered even though they had died. "God noves in a nysterious
way H s wonders to perform" says the poet Cowper. Sonetines,
the Lord has to punish a man to restore his sanity. It is better to
hurt a person than to lose himforever. |If Manasseh were taken
anong the thorns, it would be a perfect indication of the folly of
forsaking the Lord. Wth all his wealth and popularity, the best
resting place available was a bed of thorns! It would be inpossi-
ble to sleep peacefully with pointed renminders of his irreligious
stupidity.

Relying on an O d Fact.. . Repentance

"And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God,
and hunbl ed hinself greatly before the God of his fathers, And
prayed unto him and he was entreated of him and heard his suppli-
cation, and brought himagain to Jerusaleminto his kingdom Then
Manasseh knew that the LORD he was God" (2 Chron. 33:12A13)
This is one of the brightest stars shining in the darkness of Israel's
hi story. During an age when Jehovah was feared nore than |oved, it
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was astonishing to discover this revelation of the matchl ess grace of
God. Manasseh, whose sinful deeds were unequal | ed by any contem
porary, would have appreci ated the words of John Wsl ey:

Depth of Mercy! can there be
Mercy still reserved for ne?
Can ny God His wath forbear
MeAt he chi ef of sinners spare?

| have long withstood H s grace,
Long provoked Hmto H s face,

Woul d not hearken to His calls,
Gieved Hmby a thousand falls

If I rightly read Thy heart,
If Thou all conpassion art,
Bow Thine ear, in nmercy bow,
Pardon and accept ne now.

This section of the story may best be considered under three
headi ngs: God was wi se, willing, and wonderful

(1) God was Wse. Solonon said, "The Lord by w sdom
hat h founded the earth; by understandi ng hath he established the
heavens" (Prov. 3:19). Mny other things were brought into be-
ing by the omiscience of the Alm ghty. Queen Hephzi bah m ght
have asked many things for her stubborn child, but it is extreme-
Iy doubtful whether she would have asked that he be humliated
and taken to an alien land. Sonetinmes it is difficult to under-
stand the actions of God, but He is too wise to nake a m stake
and too loving to be unkind. Cccasionally, the Lord chastens
rebel l i ous people, but the hand that holds the rod is always called
| ove. Jehovah pernitted Manasseh to becone a captive because
nmore could be done for his soul in Babylon than could be ac-
conpl i shed in Jerusal em

(2) God was WIling. "And God heard his supplication and
brought himagain to Jerusaleminto his kingdom" It is not known
how this was done, for few nonarchs were ever restored to their
ki ngdom by enemies. The Lord not only heard the prayer of the
repentant sinner, He influenced the king of Babylon to show ki nd-
ness to his infanmous prisoner. That this nercy was entirely unde-
served was apparent, but "where sin abounded, grace did ruch
nore abound"” (Rom 5:20).
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(3) God was Wonderful. It appeared to be inconprehensible
that the Lord should be nerciful when Manasseh had done so nuch
to desecrate His nanme. It had al ways been taught that a sinner
reaped what he sowed, and the terrible deeds of this king deserved
retribution of the greatest kind. Paul, who never forgot his past,
woul d have understood why the grace of God was extended to
Manasseh. The Lord al ways delighted in kindness, but what then
was only a glinpse of the divine attribute was destined to becone
an enthralling vision. It is refreshing to know that from everl asting
to everlasting, Jehovah remai ns changel ess. "For as the heaven is
hi gh above the earth, so great is his nmercy toward themthat fear
him' (Ps. 103:11).

Rejoicing in an Ad Fellowship.. . Responsibility
"Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto his
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God, and the words of the seers that spake to himin the nane of the
LORD God of Israel, behold, they are witten in the book of the kings
of Israel"” (2 Chron. 33:18). It is significant that when Manasseh
began his new life, he endeavored to renove the evil things that had
been i ntroduced when he was defiant and arrogant. The historian
descri bes how he renoved the idol that had been installed in the
house of God, and throughout the nation, people were encouraged
to worshi p Jehovah. Conversion w thout contrition | eaves much to
be desired. Even Zacchaeus understood that necessity when he said,
“Behold, Lord, the half of ny goods | give to the poor; and if | have
taken anything fromany nan by fal se accusation, | restore him
fourfol d* (Luke 19:8).

Manasseh restored what had been | ost, and that should be an

exanple all Christians should emulate. To | ove God neans to
pl ease HHm So nmany people rejoice in H's forgiveness but forget
they m ght owe rmuch to people who were previously hurt. To
avoi d offending the tax gatherers, Christ sent Peter to catch a fish,
find a coininits nmouth, and use the noney to pay the taxes.
Christians should be willing to do anything to destroy an evi
i nfluence which still lingers in the mnds of forner associates. The
reference to "the seers" who spoke to Manasseh stinul ates thought.
Did they speak words of warning during his unregenerate days
or encouragenment after his return from Babyl on? Perhaps they
m ni stered on both occasi ons, and when the king subnmitted him
self to God, the advice of the prophets becane inval uable. Under
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their direction, idols were destroyed, and the altar of God was
restored to its proper place in the tabernacle. The nonarch val ued
t he conpany of nen previously ignored. The transformati on with-

in his heart and country beggared description. It is not known if
the saints in heaven are pernmitted to see the people remaining on
earth, but if they are, it would be safe to conclude that Hephzi bah
t he not her of Manasseh, | ooked upon her boy and smiled. Her

prayers had been answered.
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