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LIFE ETERNAL ... the nost vital in the world
(GENESI S 2:9; JOHN 3:7; REVELATION 22:2)

Above us in outer space are innunerable planets, and their
exi stence has aroused the interest of the entire wor | d.
Schol ars study the night sky, and wonder what exists in the
heavens. Are the planets inhabited? WII it be possible sone
day, with the aid of rocket ships, to explore the unknown?
The Bi bl e teaches that the heavens are the honme of God, to
which Christ and even the prophet Elijah ascended. It follows
therefore that somewhere in the sky is the habitation of the
great famly of God. Death cannot be the termnation of
exi stance, but is rather the opening of a door to a greater
experience-life eternal. The Bible has much to say in regard to
t hi s wondrous thene.

The Tree of Life in Eden

It should never be forgotten that eternal life is far greater
than everlasting life. Eternal life is primarily something of
quality. Everlasting life is sonething of duration-it never
ends. Adam mi ght have succeeded in living for -ever-as nere
man. He was neant to reach higher realns of experi ence-
to share the nature of God; not nerely to live endlessly, but

to beconme a son of God by nature. Yet, nman was not a robot,
to be inpelled by buttons or switches. Adam was given a free
will. He was expected to exercise that gift, and thereby to
denonstrate his fitness to share in the provision of his Mker
Al'l this has been clearly revealed in the early chapters of Holy
Wit. Man had to choose between the tree of Ilife and the tree
of know edge of good and evil. The forner was situated in
the mddle of the garden-the place of centrality, where its
prom nence invited attention; the latter tree was surrounded
by God's prohibitions. Wen nman permitted sin to stain

his soul, the way to the tree of Ilife was closed-" Lest nman
shoul d put forth his hand, and take of the tree of Ilife, and
live for ever." Adam therefore 1lost his great opportunity,

for sin had closed a hi ghway.

The Tree of Life in John Three

| renenber a man who conplained, " It is not just. Wy
should | suffer because Adam sinned? It is not ny fault
that Adam went Wr ong. Why shoul d Cod puni sh nme? "
This idea is false. Wwen Christ discussed the topic wth

Ni codenus, He revealed that what had becone an i npossi -
bility for Adam was inpossible no longer. He said, " Mrvel
not that I say wunto you, ye nust be born again.” It was

possible for the Jewsh leader to receive a new life-eternal
life. This surely signifies that " the flamng sword " of
Adamis day was now to be wthdrawn. The question nay be
asked, How this could be; but the answer is unnistakable.
The path to the tree of life was closed because of the existence
of sin. If it is nowto be reopened, it nust be because the
hi ndrance has been overcone. " For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in himshould not perish, but have everlasting life." |If Adanis
sin robbed himof the power to choose eternal l|ife, the death
of Christ, by renoving sin, restored what Adam lost. Once
again man may choose unwi sely; but- at |least he can choose.

If man now suffers eternal |oss, he does so, not because
Adam went wr ong, but because he has emul ated  Adanis
exanpl e.
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The Tree of Life in the New Jerusal em
In describing the new Jerusalem John says, In the mdst
of the street of it ... was the tree of life ... and the |eaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” It would
seem that this verse presents a problem Wy shoul d t he
nations need healing in the eternal kingdon? W have been

led to believe that then all need wll have been abolished.
This verse harnonises with the rest of Scripture. Wen Christ
returns to earth, He wll reign for a thousand years, and
afterwards, Satan wll rally his forces to nmake a fina
onslaught on the powers of righteousness (Rev. 20:7-9). But
not all men will follow evil. Many nay desire to renain the

subjects of the King of Kings. They wn be ordinary hunans,
as we are; so how then can they share in the gift of GCod

which enables nen to live as God's children for ever? It
woul d seemthat the tree of life supplies the answer. Wether
this be literal or synbolical is not of primary inportance.
The fact is that God makes it possible for people in all ages

to choose life; and that always, man's destiny is decided by
what he does when opportunity knocks at the door. God may
offer the Bread of |life, but wunless man takes it he mght
easily die of starvation. "And the Spirit and the bride say,
Cone. And let him that heareth say, Cone. And | et hi m
that is athirst conme. And whosoever wll, let him take

the water of life freely " (Rev. 22: 17).

Red Ri bbons | n Basut ol and

South Africa is a great country. Undoubt edl y politica
unrest is spoiling certain aspects of life for the various people
who live there; undoubtedly many things coul d be change
for the betternent of the various races; undoubt edl y nmuch

criticismmy be |evel ed agai nst the nation: but when

has been said and done, Africa remains one of the greatest
places in the world. | shall always thank God that He sent
me to | abour there for nearly four vyears. The native people
are strange, and it was hard to escape the belief that although
in sone senses they seened to be very primtive, there were
many ways in which their innate w sdom surpassed that of

the white nman. | found cause for amazenent and mrth in
many of the antics of the wuntutored black people; sinilarly,
they laughed loud and long at some of the things | tried-

and failed-to do. The native peopl es of Sout h Africa
charmed nme. To sit wth them around a canmp fire, as |
sonetines did; to listen to their strange tales; to examne
their custonms and beliefs, was at' education. Wilst ny wfe
coll ected the stanps of Basutoland, Swaziland, and Bechuana-
land, | went in search of stories and custons. Sonme of these
| shall never forget.

The story is told of a nman who was passing through a
village in Basutoland. Accustoned as he was to strange
sights, he was nevertheless intrigued to see certain prized
chi ckens wal ki ng about with bows of bright red ribbon tied
under their wings and across their backs. This was sonething
new. Oher scraggy chickens were not so decorated; but a
few enquiries revealed the fact that the native owner was
always looking for red ribbon. Wen the nan asked the
owner of the <chickens why the ribbons were there, he was

told, "The ribbon protects them from the nmany vi ci ous
hawks that would otherwise attack them" The speaker went
on to say, " | have been here fifteen years, and | have never
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known a hawk to take a chicken that had red ribbon on its
back. The hawks seemto be afraid of that particular color
Nei t her blue, nor green, nor any other color seens to be

effective in keeping away the robbers. | have seen hundreds
of chickens taken when these hawks swop down from the
sky; but | have never seen a red-ribbon chicken go." Prob-

ably the patriarch Mbses would have found interest in that

story. It would have nade him think of a night in Egypt
when the scarlet stain on the door-posts warded off an attack
of another kind. Life, the continuance of life, I|ife ever-

lasting, can only be guaranteed to those sheltered beneath
the precious blood of Christ.

He Preferred to Hang

Dr. Robert G Lee, the renowned preacher and author, has
told a stirring story on pages 35 and 36 of his challenging
book, The Sinner's Saviour. 1In his nmasterly way he indicates
the val ue of accepting a pardon, and to do so draws from
one of the strange incidents in Anmerican history. He says,
"The di fference between salvation provided in the death of

Christ and the acceptance of the provisions made, is set forth
by George WIson. In 1830, George WIlson was tried by a
United States court in Philadelphia for robbery and nurder
and sentenced to be hanged. Andrew Jackson, President of
the United States, pardoned him But WIson refused t he
pardon, and insisted that it was not a pardon unless he
accepted it. That was a point of Ilaw never before raised.
The Attorney-Ceneral of the United States said the law was
silent on the point. The President called upon the Suprene
Court to decide the issue, as the Sheriff nmust know whether

to hang Wlson or not. Chief Justice John Marshall, ablest of
| awyers, gave the following decision: 'A pardon is a paper

the val ue of which depends upon its acceptance by the person
inplicated. It is hardly to be supposed that one under sen-
tence of death would refuse to accept a pardon; but if it is
refused, it is no pardon. GCeorge WIson nust hang.' And

he was hanged.

"Who was responsible for his death? No one but WIson
hinmself. The law said he nust die. The President stepped in
between himand the law, but the man refused his pardon
Indirectly, the Suprene Court of the United States decided
that the atonenent of Christ, in making provision for the
sal vation of the whole world, is only beneficial to those who
receive Hmas their own personal Saviour. o

Dr. Lee is a fanpbus preacher, whose influence has reached
every part of Anerica; but it is problematical whether in al
his preachings, in all his very acceptable witings, he ever
said or wote anything nore inportant than this striking
par agr aph

Life everlasting is not for a day-for a week, nonth, or
year. Life everlasting goes on endlessly through the countless
ages of eternity. To bring this priceless treasure within reach
of sinful man, the Lord Jesus was <crucified. Now it can be
proclained throughout the world: " The gift of God is
eternal life." To refuse it is to sign one's own death warrant.
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