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(TH RD EPI STLE OF JOHN)

The apostle John was worried. Frowns of perplexity were
appeari ng upon his face, for the nbost sacred things in life
were being deni ed. Apostles and Church | eaders had been

taken to their eternal home, and he al one remai ned of the
original party. Heresy was spreading in all directions, and
many people denied that Christ had come in the flesh. Their

el oquence equal |l ed their arrogance, and the doctrinal stan-
dards of the Church were being ruthlessly destroyed. John

had already witten two epistles in which he condemed t he
new t eachi ng; but now as he sat with his pen in his hand, he
had certain things to say concerning some of his fell ow
believers and their relationship to truth. Either his nessage
was false or it had been sent by God, and in the |ight of that
standard all teaching had to be exam ned.

A Great Fellowship

"The el der unto the well bel oved Gaius, whom| love in

the truth" (3 John 1). Not the |least ampong the wonders of
grace was the fact that redeeming I ove united nmen of all types
into a fellowship which surpassed anything else in the world.
Bar bari an, Scythian ; bond and free ; Jew, G eek, and Ronan
took their respective places in the living edifice known as the
Church of Christ. These people | oved each other, for racial
enm ty, social dissension, and ot her man-nade divisions

ceased to exist within the boundaries of the Christian fell ow
ship. These people called each other brethren, and when cir-
cunmst ances demanded, the wealthy sacrificed their possessions
in order to increase the common fund from which | ess fortu-
nate brethren received assistance. John had witten earlier

" But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother

have need, and shutteth up his bowels of conpassion from

him how dwelleth the love of God in hin? My little child-

ren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but in deed
and in truth " (I John 3:17, 18).

A Great Fol |l ower

" For | rejoiced greatly, when the brethren canme and testi-
fied of the truth that is in thee, even as thou wal kest in
truth. | have no greater joy than to hear that ny children wal k
intruth " (vv. 3, 4). W cannot fail to see how John coupl es
internal convictions with the external wal k. Fellowship in

the secret place provides the inspiration for a public profes-
sion-of faith. Gaius reiterated the word of the Psalmst, " Thy
word have | hid in my heart, that | mght not sin against
thee."” The truth reigned supreme within his Christian king-

dom And every word and deed issuing fromhis regal heart
evoked divine favor. He wal ked calmy with his Lord, and

every detail of his conduct harnonized with God's will.

A Great Fell ow Hel per
" Bel oved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to
tile brethren, and to strangers ; Which have borne wi tness of
thy charity before the church: whomif thou bring forward
on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well. Because
that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of
the Gentiles. W therefore ought to receive such, that we
m ght be fellow helpers to the truth " (vv. 5-8). Once again
the truth appears as John's yardstick. Every matter of life
and service is nmeasured against this infallible standard.
Not hi ng natters but the revealed will and word of God.
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Wthin the ranks of the Christian Church was sonething far
nmore wonderful than nmere sentinent. Any nan, believing
the truth, and living to preach it, had the right to expect the
ut nost cooperation of his brethren. One nman preached, and
anot her entertained the preacher ; but both played an inpor-
tant part in the work of Christ. Even in those early days
Di ot rephes had devel oped a standard of Church ruling which
i nsisted on every man subscribing to his own personal |ikes
and dislikes. John said, "He receiveth us not." Any man
who refused to accept John at the Lord's Table was a self-
made god who worshi pped at his own shrine. Diotrephes was
the progenitor of a sect which still remmins.

A Geat Fane

" Denetrius hath a good report of all nen, and of the

truth itself . ." (v. 12). To be conmended of the truth repre-
sents the greatest reward in life. This is the Lord' s saying,
" Well done, thou good and faithful servant." John's state-
ment supplies a thought-provoki ng couplet. Wien a nman

is conmended of the truth, he is al so cormended of nen.

There is sonething radically wong with an unattractive
Christian
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