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JOHN ... and his introduction to greatness
(JOHN 1)

The prologue to John's GCospel bas always clainmed the pro-
foundest attention of Christian students. John was a seer
a nystic. He recognized what others failed to see (cf. 31 :7);
and his statement, " And there are also many other things
whi ch Jesus did, and which, if they should be witten every
one, | suppose that even the world itself <could not contain
the books that should be witten " (21 : 25), suggests that he
still remenbered and treasured details of the Lord's ministry
whi ch seened less inportant to the other disciples. John's
conception of the greatness of Christ surpassed that of al
others, and his first chapter supplied a depth of thought
unequal l ed i n any other Gospel.

The Word ... reproducing-vv. | and 14

"In the beginning was the Wrd, and the Wrd was wth
God, and the Wrd was God. . . And the Wrd was nade
flesh, and dwelt anong us. . . ." No other witer gave this

nane to Jesus. John recognize that the function of a word
is to express the mnd of a speaker. Wthout words, the mnd

of man would remain inscrutable. Simlarly it would have

been inpossible for man to know God, if CGod had not

expressed Himself. "God . . . hath spoken wunto wus through
his Son " (Heb. 1. 1, 2).

The Light . . . revealing -v. 9

It was said of John Baptist, "He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear wtness of that Light." And the apostle
proceeds, " That was the true Light, which Ilighteth every man
that cometh into the world," The suggestion is, that nman
had lost his way in the dark. The comng of Christ neant
that a Light was now shining; it was possible for wanderers

to find the way back to God. This was the true light: wthout
its guiding beans man woul d remain | ost.

The Christ . . . registering-v. 20

" And John confessed, and denied not; but confessed,
amnot the Christ.” The comng One would register the
fulfillment of all the Messianic predictions. To Hm the
prophets had pointed, and around H m would revolve all the natters
pertaining to the kingdom of God. The Christ woul d be
CGod's nman; the chosen one; the Mssiah. John bowed and
declared, " | nust decrease, he nmust increase ... .. | am not the
Christ.™

The Lanb-redeeni ng-v. 29

"The next day John seeth Jesus comi ng unto hi m and
saith, Behold the Lanb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world." This was another favorite anobng the nanes
given to Jesus by John. Here we see the nagnificent scope
of the apostle's vision. Unlike the |anbs of t he Hebr ew
penitents-lanmbs which could only take away the sins of the

i ndi vi dual si nners-CGod' s Lamb woul d nmake reconciliation
for all people. In H mGod would redeemthe worl d.
The Son of God . . . representing-v. 34

" And | saw, and bear record that this is the Son of GCod."
Let us never forget that the name " Son " was never given

to indicate inferiority to the Father. A son is often greater

than his father. This title nerely indicates that between son

and parent exists an affinity of nature. They belong to the
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sane essence; they are one (I : 1; 17: 5).
The Master . . . receiving-v. 38

"And the two disciples said unto him . . . Master, where
dwel lest thou? He said unto them Cone and see. They cane
and saw where he dwelt, and abode wth him . " It was

destined that the Lanb of God should captivate the affections
of human beings; sinners would respond to H s charm and

follow Hm The key-note of the Lord's ninistry was, " Cone
unto ne ... and himthat coneth, I will in no wse cast out."
The King . . .reigning-v. 49

" Nat hani el answered and saith wunto him " Rabbi, thou art
the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” Here is pro-

gression of thought. The nane Messiah suggested that Jesus
was the Sent One, sent to establish a kingdom Thi s new
title, King, suggests that for Nathaniel at |east, the coronation
had already taken place. The disciple had crowed his Lord.

The Son of Man . . . renmaining-v. 51
This is the fitting climax to John's nasterly introduction

Having nade the nonentous decision to becone bone of our
bone, and flesh of our flesh, the Lord Jesus is to remain
linked with H's people for ever. Linked with God and |joined
to man, He wll remain the bridge between human need and
divine sufficiency. As the Son of God, He shares in t he
counsel s of the Highest; as the Son of Man, He is acquainted

with all our grief and problems. He is the Mdiator; t he
Daysman. He is indispensable bot h to heaven and earth.
Wl | did Isaiah declare, and his nane shall be called

wonderful " (lsa. 9:6).

The | nconparabl e Chri st
There nmust be nore wunofficial <christening services in the

val | eys of Wales than anywhere else on earth. | have no idea
howthis all began; | only know that now it is the nost
natural thing for any person suddenly to be given a nick-
name which wll stick closer than glue! Mre often t han
not this will refer to an occupation, an infirmty, or to sone
event with which the person has been connected. Nanmes such
as Evans the M1k, lanto Snallcoal, Billy Baldhead are com
nmonpl ace. Probably t hey provi de a l'ine of demar cati on
between that particular person and others whose Christian
nanes are identical. | knew a fine Christian who worked as
a punpsman in the local colliery; he was known as Tonmy
the Punp. | knew another fine Christian whose finger would

not bend; he was known throughout the district as Ji mmy
Straightfinger. Alas, the nanme Jenkins is nore often t han
not twisted to Shinkins, and a shoemaker with t hat nane
woul d be Shinkins the Shoe. | knew a man who once wore a
top hat to a funeral, until the day of his death he was called
Billy Boxhat. Wales is a great country, and for those who
know how to appreciate hunmor, it can be a paradise.

The giving of such expressive nanes has been known in
hi gher and perhaps nore official circles. There have been
times in history when some out st andi ng per son reveal ed

characteristics whi ch denanded recognition. Ki ng Ri chard
of England was known throughout the realm as Richard t he
Lion-Heart. A typical Engl i shman has of ten been cal | ed
John Bull, and many other exanples mght be cited. One of
the finest characters in nodern times has been the grand old
man of the House of Comons, Sir W nst on Churchill. He

has been given six or seven such nanes, for this great states-
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man succeeded in spreading his personality over an Enpire.
There are nmillions of people who believe that Geat Britain,

and indeed the world, will always be indebted to the indoni-
table war-time Prime Mnister

Yet suprenme in the world stands Jesus. His i nfluence was
so vast, Hs gifts so varied, that prophets and writers of al
ages borrowed many titles to express what they wi shed to say
about Hm Alittle while ago, | collected ny reference
books and deliberately set out to discover how nany Bi blica
titles had been given to the Saviour. | was astounded to

di scover that wthin the pages of Holy Scripture bet ween
eighty and ninety names had been given to the Son of God.
The door; the vine; the good shepherd; the bread of Iife;
the Messiah; the King of Israel; the carpenter; the author of
faith; these are only some of the dozens to be found; and
when to the Bible names are added the innunerable titles
given by the world s best witers and thinkers, the tota
becones great indeed. Yet each nane reveals that particular
aspect of the life of Jesus which appeal ed especially to the
individual. At the nost, twelve titles would be sufficient to
express everything about the greatest statesman, poet, scien-
tist, or benefactor the human race has ever produced. The
one exception is Jesus of Nazareth, for as long as time shal
last, He will remain the Altogether Lovely One. The first
chapter of John's Gospel reveals John's conception of his
Lord. Wthin the conpass of fifty-one verses, the apostle
nentions eight names in addition to the one by which He
was known in Nazareth. John was a seer, but it is doubtful
whet her he ever saw nore than a very small part of the
exceedi ng greatness of his Master

The Wat chnan- Exam ner, one of the nost influential reli-
gi ous papers in American Church Iife, has expressed this point
perfectly. " His birth was contrary to the laws of life. Hs
death was contrary to the laws of death. He had no corn-
fields nor fisheries, but He could spread a table for five
t housand and have bread and fish to spare. He walked on no
beautiful carpets of velvet rugs, but He wal ked on the waters
of the sea of Galilee, and they supported H m Three years
He preached Hi s Gospel. He wote no book; built no church
house; had no nonetary backing. But after nineteen hundred
years, He is the one central character of human history, the
Pi vot around which the events of the ages revolve, and the
one and only Regenerator of the human race.

"Was it nmerely the son of Joseph and Mary who crossed
the world' s horizon nineteen hundred years ago? Was it
nmerely human blood that was spilled at Calvary's hill for
the redenption of sinners? Wat thinking man can keep
fromexclaimng, "My Lord and nmy God? "'.
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