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Joab was one of the greatest of David's servants, and it
will ever be a source of regret that this fine man failed in the
end. There are details which suggest that provocation forced
the valiant warrior into error ; but whether or not this is
true, he who had run his race so well, failed near the w nning
post! There are many instances of this man's chivalrous
conduct, but the follow ng, @quotations will provide a nost
suggestive study.

Hi s Geat Fane

" And David reigned over all Israel ; and David executed
judgrment and justice unto all his people. And Joab the son

of Zerui ah was over the host " (I Sam 8: 15, 16). W are not
conversant with all the details concerning the pronotion of
this intrepid warrior, but it may be safely assuned that his
acts of bravery, his ability to lead nmen, and his unwavering
courage, brought himto prom nence. David recognized his
greatness, and conferred upon himthe honor which every
Israelite coveted. Joab's subsequent record vindicated David's
deci si on.

Hs Great Friendship

Joab knew the details concerning the flight of Prince
Absal om but prudently minded his own business. Yet as the
years passed, he recogni zed " the soul of king David
longed to go forth unto Absalom for he was conforted
concerning the death of Amon, seeing he was dead " (2 Sam
13: 39). Daily the wise and friendly comuander watched
his royal master, and ultinmately decided to arrange a recon-
ciliation. His conmission to the wise wonan of Tekoah has
been previously studied. (See Bible Pinnacles, p. 43.) It is
sufficient now to remenber that through the kindly inter-
vention of this thoughtful nan, David s sadness was
bani shed. The king did not act very graciously in the natter
of Absalom's return, but at |east Joab had done his best.

H s Great Faithful ness

Uterly unselfish and unquestionably loyal, Joab pro-
ceeded to do his duty, and on one notabl e occasion refused
to press home his victorious attack on an eneny stronghol d
until his naster had arrived, to be credited wth the success
of the canpaign. Probably this would rank as. his greatest
act of self-denial. Joab desired David to have the pre-
em nence in all things. A runner was despatched with news
of the inpending victory, and the king was urged to cone
i medi ately, to receive the praises of his people (2 Sam 12:
26-31). This act of self-effacenent deserved the greatest
honor in the kingdom

H s Great Fearl essness

It is not true to say that love is blind. This man adored
his nmaster, but he was able to see the faults in David's atti -
tude. Probably it required far nore courage to rebuke the
king than it did to go forth agai nst an invading army. The
wounds of a friend are faithful, and on several occasions the
brave general quietly rebuked his nonarch. David resented
t hese adnonitions, but subsequent events proved Joab to be
right. After the death of Absalom David's sorrow grieved
the people, and it was Joab's advice which prevented serious
repercussions. Later, the king stupidly enbarked upon a
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course of action displeasing to God. It was suicidal ; but
only Joab had the courage to oppose the royal comand.
Hi s objections were over-ruled, and as a result seventy
t housand peopl e peri shed. The king's stupidity was un-
i magi nabl e, but alas, David had wandered far from God.

Hs Geat Folly

Let us not be too severe in our condemmation of this
weakeni ng soldier. The increasing folly of the aged king, and
t he whi spers that Sol onon had been conm ssioned to execute
the great general (I Kings 2:3-6), were sufficient to disillu-
sion any man. M strust and intrigue affected the frustrated
| eader, and the renegade Adonijah found himto be fertile
soil in which to plant seeds of rebellion (i Kings 1:7). Joab
was |i ke a wonderful racehorse whose stout heart and untiring
| egs had brought it to within inches of the w nning post.
Modern nmen woul d say that, after running a grand race, " he
was pi pped on the post." Wiat a shanme! It would have

been better had he retired fromthe political scene before

he bl em shed his record of service. W should |earn from
the story, and bc determined to run with patience the race
that is set before us, |ooking unto Jesus, the Author and

Fi ni sher of our faith (Heb. 12:1-2).
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