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I, even |, amthe Lord; and beside ne there is no savior
(I'sa. 43:11).

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
nane under heaven gi ven anong nmen. whereby we nust be
saved (Acts 4:12).

The prophet Isaiah mnistered during one of the nobst
decadent and dangerous periods in Israel's history. The Jews
had abandoned the | aws of God and were a nation of idolaters.
Prophets had been killed and the warnings of Jehovah, ignored.
Bel i evers who desired to be faithful to Jehovah, were
persecuted, and | awl essness prevail ed throughout the |and.

I dol s were worshi ped, and even al ong the hi ghways were

shrines where travel ers could pause and pay homage. The

Lord did everything possible to bring people to repentance

but He failed, and finally the Babylonians were permitted to
subjugate the country. Many defenders were either killed in
battle or taken as prisoners to an alien |and where they |earned
to detest images. Repeatedly Jehovah spoke saying, "I, even |
amthe Lord; and beside nme there is no Savior," but the people
refused to listen-preferring their silent idols to a God who
continually conpl ai ned about their conduct.

God I's Jealous... He can be hurt

Arerica has often been conpared with the ancient world.
Al t hough the Wrd of God has been faithfully proclained,
mul titudes refuse to listen. The One whom our fathers wor-
shi ped has been replaced by nman-nade idols. Wthin this fa-
vored country it is now possible to find every type of religion
Tenpl es which once only existed in India, Burma, China, and
Japan now occupy prom nent places in the western world.
Beneat h the banner of free speech anybody can say anyt hing.
Nevert hel ess, the real gods of the western world are not made
of wood nor carved from stone. They are deities enthroned
within the souls of their devotees. Miltitudes worship noney,
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sex, and sport. An athlete who can throw or kick a ball my
becone an object of veneration and is bigger than politics. He
can receive in one week nore noney than a president can

earn in a year!

There are nany places where it is unsafe to wal k after
dark, for men act |like aninmals. Wnen are attacked, raped,
and often nurdered. Unfortunately, people have becone ac-
custonmed to these sordid deeds. They read about themin the
newspapers, shrug their shoul ders, and forget the angui sh suf-
fered by victinms. Vice has turned cities into places of terror
drugs and al cohol have m ned society. Preachers denounce
such practices, but nost people remain indifferent.

When Jesus was upon the earth, He said, "But as the days
of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of nman be.
For as in the days that were before the flood, they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered into the ark. And knew not until the flood
cane, and took themall away; so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be" (Matt. 24:37-39). The Savior was correct in
H s assessnent, and if He were here today, He woul d enpha-
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si ze the sane nessage. |saiah repeated that sal vation cane
only fromthe Alm ghty. H s words need to be heard in every
nation. Israel rejected that nmessage and perished. History has
an unpl easant way of repeating itself. Sinners who ignore the
war ni ngs of God are in danger. Wen CGod finally rejects a
nation or an individual, there is no court of appeal. Bl essed
are they who with David can say: "Some trust in chariots, and
some in horses: but we will renenber the nane of the Lo}m
our God" (Ps. 20:7).

God I's Just ... He nust be fair

Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, |let themtake counsel to-
gether: who hath declared this fromancient tine? who hath
told it fromthat time? have not | the LORD? and there is no
God el se beside nme; a just God and a Saviour; there is none
besi de ne. Look unto ne, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth; for | am God, and there is none else (lsa. 45:21-22).
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CGod is obligated to Hs laws. If He violated the conmand-
ments, He woul d becone a sinner as did Adam and Eve. The
Lord said that if a watchnan failed to warn citizens of ap-
proachi ng danger, he would be responsible for the fate of the
comunity (see Ezek. 33:6). The divine guardian of Israe
was aware of approaching danger. |f human wat chnen were
responsi ble for remaining silent, God would have been bl aned
for not warning sinners of their peril.

Earlier in his mnistry |Isaiah said: "Cone now, and |et us
reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool" (lsa. 1:18). God's invitation
was not accepted, and He was conpelled to use other neth-
ods. Patience was extrenely comrendabl e, but since Jehovah
had said, "My spirit shall not always strive with man" (CGen
6:3), it was incunbent upon the Lord to honor Hi s word.

Through I saiah, He said: "I have sworn by nyself, and the
word i s gone out of my mouth in righteousness" (lsa. 45:23).
CGod's predictions will be fulfilled. Souls who cooperate w |
be forgiven; others will perish.

Manki nd had been taught fromancient tines, therefore Is-
rael had no excuse for ignorance. The people who rejected
Noah's message died in the waters of the flood. Sinners who
do likewise with the Gospel nust suffer the consequences of
their deeds. Since the dawn of time, God has insisted that He

is the Sovereign of the universe. Qther gods, idols, or inages
woul d not be tolerated. Unfortunately, the children of Israe
ignored that claim and rejecting the warning, becane sl aves.
These facts are irrefutable, but human folly continues. The
Hebrews never val ued Jehovah's help until it was deni ed.

They | earned nore in Babylon than they did in the tenple at
Jerusal em

God |I's Jesus... He desires to help

In the beginning was the Wrd, and the Wrd was with God,
and the Wwrd was God. The sane was in the beginning with
God (John 1:1-2).
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And the Wrd was nade flesh, and dwelt anbng us, and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).

Israel's God decided to put on garnents of humanity so
that John and others could say: "That which was fromthe
begi nni ng, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have | ooked upon, and our hands have
handl ed, of the Wrd of life. For the life was nmanifested, and
we have seen it" (1 John 1:1-2). The bel oved disciple included
other disciples in his claim He spoke of us and said, "W
have seen it." Peter repeated the sane truth on the Day of
Pent ecost. He knew what was taught in the synagogues and
was aware of what the prophets had said. They repeated that
God was their only Savior. The apostle also said, "Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other nane
under heaven given anong nen, whereby we nust be saved"

(Acts 4:12).

The entire world needs to exanmine the words of Jesus, for
unl ess He were what He clained to be, He was a liar nislead-
ing |listeners.

It was significant that throughout His mnistry Jesus was
unequal ed in H s announcenents and achi evenents; no ot her
person could be conpared with Hm An official who was
sent to arrest Hi msaid, "Never man spake like this man"

(John 7:46). The Savior's ability to inpart truth superseded
that of any prophet. The others repeated what they were told;
Jesus spoke for Hi nsel f. They needed inspiration; the Lord
did not. He was always responsible for Hs own statenments.
Even children understood H s nessage, and yet H s words

were so profound, even Israel's learned critics were silenced.

No ot her could be conmpared with the Prince of glory. That
assertion could al so be made concerning H' s achi evenents.
Bl i nd eyes were opened, |epers cleansed, the dead were raised.
This fact brought the em nent Nicodenus to interviewthe
Lord. The greatest teacher in Israel knew the tine for the
Messi ah' s appearance had passed. |f the prophet had spoken
accurately, the Anointed One would al ready have grown to
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manhood. Ni codenus was asking a question - "If Jesus were
not the Messiah, who was?" There was no other person who
possessed the necessary qualifications.

The apostle Peter was aware of all these details, and when
he addressed the crowd in Jerusal em he enphasi zed the fact
that "there was none other nane . . . whereby nmen nust be
saved."” It was evident to everybody that if Jesus were re-
noved, a substitute could not be found. God had clothed Hm
self with humanity, had wal ked anong nen, and was "in
Christ, reconciling the world unto hinself' (see 2 Cor. 5:19).

It is to be regretted that |iberal theol ogi ans have denied this
i mportant truth. They suggest that as there are twelve entrances
to the New Jerusalem so there are nany ways by which
peopl e can approach God. Al non-Christians believe they
wi Il be accepted by the Almghty, but that refutes the teaching
of Jesus. If all nations will safely reach God's country, why
should the Lord instruct His disciples to evangelize the worl d?
I f heathens were already safe, it was unnecessary to dispatch
m ssi onaries and spend vast suns of nobney to finance
somet hi ng whi ch was needl ess.

The Lord said: "I amthe way, the truth, and the life: no
man conmeth unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). Buddha,
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Mohammed, and the | eaders of other religions cannot save,
but JESUS THE SON OF GOD CAN. He is the Jehovah of
the A d Testanent, the Redeenmer of the New Testanment. He

is fromeverlasting to everlasting, the unchangi ng Savi or of
t he worl d.

But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchange-
abl e priesthood. Werefore he is able also to save themto the
utternost that cone unto God by him seeing he ever liveth to
nmake intercession for them (Heb. 7:24-25).

When this letter was sent to the Jews of his generation
writer hoped to dispel fears of the future. The destruction of
the tenple had | eft people bew |l dered and apprehensive. If
Christianity failed they had nothing left upon which to reply.
Priests no longer mnistered, and sacrifices had been
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di sconti nued. The people could be left sinking in quicksands
of uncertainty. Many theol ogi ans believe this witer was Paul
that his letter represented the type of sernmon preached in the
synagogues. This identification, though interesting, is not of
i mportance. Evangelical Christians believe the author was only
a human pen in the hand of Cod.

The Aaronic priests could not conplete what they com
menced, but Christ continues indefinitely. He was al ready
enthroned at the right hand of God. He who had comenced
the work of redenption would conclude it triunphantly. The
statenent nade in Hebrews 7:28 was an appeal to despondent
believers to place their trust in the one and only Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God!

Yes, all the griefs He felt were ours,
Qurs were the woes He bore;

Pangs not His own, H's spotless soul
Wth bitter anguish tore.

He died to bear the guilt of nen,
That sin might be forgiven.

He lives to bless them and defend,
And pl ead their cause in heaven
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