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And | bought the field of Hananieel my uncle's son, that was
i n Anat hot h, and wei ghed hi mthe noney, even seventeen
shekel s of silver (Jer. 32: 9).

The prophet, Jeremiah, mnistered during the nost depressing
days of Israel's history. The country was bei ng overrun by
Babyl oni an sol diers: the crops were ruined, and the |and
destroyed. Even Jehovah was annoyed by Hi s obstinate people.

The prophet had been inprisoned within the king's pal ace; the
destruction of Jerusalemwas inevitable; the market val ue of
everyt hing had reached rock bottom

Jerem ah had a cousin, the son of Shallum He was a shrewd
busi nessman, and an expert at selling useless |and. He owned a
field near Anathoth, but realized it would soon be worthl ess.
According to Hebrew | aw no property could be sold unless fani-

Iy nmenbers first had a chance to purchase it. Jerem ah had a
prior claimon that field, and naybe his cousin had heard of the
strange predictions being nade by his relative. He carefully

pl anned hi s novenents, but was unaware God had warned Jere-

m ah what was bei ng arranged.

So Hananeel mine uncle's son cane to nme in the court of
the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto ne,
Buy ny field, | pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the
country of Benjam n: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the
redenption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then |I knew that this was
the word of the LORD. And | bought the field of Hananeel ny
uncle's son that was in Anathoth, and weighed hi mthe noney.
even seventeen shekels of silver"” (Jer. 32:8A9).

A Jew and His Fear ... Disturbing
The laws referring to the sale of Jew sh property were very

strict. Sales to foreigners were forbi dden, and even when ad-

verse circunstances inpoverished the owner, no transaction

could be conpl eted unless the next of kin had been given an
opportunity to nake the purchase. Yet, in spite of anything

sold, everything reverted to its original owner at the year of

Jubil ee. Evidently the cousin of Jereniah had either bought or
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inherited a field near Anathoth, but his shrewd m nd warned
himit was urgently necessary to get rid of the property: it
woul d soon be without value. The life of Jerem ah revol ved
around the prom ses of God. H's cousin apparently had no faith
in what mght be. He lived only for the present and believed
God hel ped those who hel ped t hensel ves. The fact that he was
nore or less selling useless land to a nenber of his fanmly was
uni nportant. He believed that if Jerem ah nade a bad bargain.
it was his own fault, for Anathoth woul d have been wi ser not
to purchase deteriorated property.

Many years later when the Lord sent a letter to His church at
Phi | adel phia. He said. "Hold that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown" (Rev. 3:11). That command shoul d never
be forgotten. Even Esau sold his nost cherished possession to
Jacob because, for the noment, an appetizing neal seened to be
nore attractive than gold (see Gen. 25:29A34). Sone things are
too valuable either to sell or exchange! Esau's stomach ran away
with his brain.' It is disconcerting to renenber that sone of
God's nost promising servants failed in their nission, because
they neglected to hold fast that which they already possessed.
What ever Judas mni ght have gained fromhis being with the Lord
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was ruined by Hs desire for noney. It was clainmed that So-
| onbn was the wisest man in the world, but his w sdom was
sacrificed on an altar of lust. It remains a profound nystery why
that intelligent ruler should beconme so foolish. H's collapse adds
meaning to the words of Paul: “Werefore | et himthat thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). It appeared
that Jereniah's cousin never considered these facts. He thought
only of noney and probably died a pauper

Jerem ah and Hi s Finances.. . Discerning

The i nmprisoned prophet awaited the arrival of his schen ng
cousin. Perhaps the visitor had heard of the things prom sed by
God to Israel. but whether or not he believed those predictions is
a matter of conjecture. Maybe the man saw an opportunity to
test the sincerity of his relative. Wuld the prophet be willing to
put his noney where his nmouth was? |If Jeremiah truly believed
what he was preaching. he mght be tenpted to nmake noney by
buying and later reselling the |land. God had said: "Houses and
fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this |land" (Jer
32: 15). Hananeel probably congratul ated hinself on being a
very astute businessman

"And | bought the field of Hananeel my uncle's son, that was

i n Anat hot h. and wei ghed hi mthe noney, even seventeen

shekel s of silver. And | subscribed the evidence, and sealed it.
and took w tnesses, and wei ghed himthe noney in the bal -
ances. So | took the evidence of the purchase. both that which
was seal ed according to the law and custom and that which

was open: And | gave the evidence of the purchase unto

Baruch .. . in the sight of Hananeel . . . in the presence of
wi t nesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before al
the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. And | charged
Baruch before them saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
CGod of Israel, Take these evidences, this evidence of the pur-
chase. both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open
and put themin an earthen vessel, that they nay conti nue

many days. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of

I srael; Houses and fields and vi neyards shall be possessed
again in this land" (Jer. 32:9A15).

The conpl etion of the | egal docunents and their being placed
in an earthen jar to protect them from danpness suggests that
God's servant was fully aware that nany years woul d pass be-
fore the fulfillnment of his predictions. Jerem ah was conpletely
convi nced of the faithful ness of God. He could have used his
money to purchase his freedomor to obtain favors to brighten
his incarceration. Probably he was not even interested in such
anenities. He was God's servant; his future lay in almghty hands.

Jehovah and Hi s Faithful ness... Delivering

The t hought ful ness of Jerem ah not only guaranteed the safety
of his investnment, it provided evidence, should people forget or
deny the transaction, that the word of the Lord was conpletely
trustworthy. Conditions within Jerusalemwere swiftly deterio-
rating. Advancing arnies had cut the supply routes, and in-
creasi ng hunger was destroying the confidence of the defenders
of the city. Jereniah had been tenporarily rel eased from con-
finenment in the hope he woul d cease being a prophet of doom
He had repeated and even witten his predictions of disaster

99

but the defiant nonarch had burned the manuscript (see Jer
36: 22A26) . The prophet was instructed by God to wite another
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nmessage using identical words. This angered the nobl enmen.
and their demands for the destruction of the preacher persuad-
ed the king to accede to their requests. "Then Zedeki ah the
king said. Behold he is in your hand: for the king is not he that
can do anything agai nst you. Then took they Jerem ah and cast
himinto the dungeon ... that was in the court of the prison
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon
there was no water. but mre: so Jerem ah sunk in the mre"
(Jer. 38:5A6).

Poor man! He was sitting in nud at the bottom of the well and
had neither food nor water. Hi s outl ook was exceedi ngly
bl eak. He had every reason in the world to be depressed.

"Now when Ebed-nel ech the Ethiopian. one of the eunuchs
which was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jerem ah
in the dungeon: the king then sitting in the gate of Benjam n:
Ebed- el ech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to
the king. saying. My lord the king, these nen have done evil in
all that they have done to Jerem ah the prophet. whom they have
cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the
pl ace where he is: for there is no nore bread in the city. Then
t he ki ng conmanded Ebed- nel ech the Ethiopian. saying. Take
fromhence thirty nmen with thee, and take up Jerem ah the prophet
out of the dungeon. before he die. So Ebed-nel ech took the nen
with him and went into the house of the king under the treasury.
and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them
down by cords into the dungeon to Jerem ah. And Ebed- nel ech
the Ethiopian said unto Jereni ah, Put now these old cast clouts
and old rotten rags under thine armhol es under the cords. And
Jerem ah did so. So they drew up Jerem ah with cords, and took
hi m up out of the dungeon: and Jeremi ah rermained in the court
of the prison" (Jer. 38:7A13).

Sorreti mes God uses the nost unlikely nethods to perform
mracles. Ebed-nelech was a captive fromAfrica. Hs loyalty to
the king nust have been commendabl e, for he had access to the
ki ng's presence where he interceded for the prophet's rel ease.
Cently, carefully, Jerem ah was rescued and bathed. God sent a
bl ack man to hel p Jereni ah, an earthquake to hel p Paul and
Silas, and a fish to help pay the taxes for the Lord and Si non
Peter. Evidently. He has a great variety of servants capabl e of
nmeeting the needs of His children

Many years el apsed before Jeremi ah's predictions were ful-
filled. The returning exiles from Babylon began to plow the | and.
rebuild the cities, and restore prosperity to the desolate country.
Not hi ng nore was said of the docunents preserved in the earthen
vessel , but the careful ness of Jereniah in making his arrange-
ments revealed himto be a man conpetent to fulfill his assign-
ments. He was a gracious servant of Jehovah who cared for the
reputation of his Master. He rem nds one of an event which oc-
curred during one of Sir Ernest Henry Shackl eton's voyages to
Antarctica. On one occasion the | eader was bliged to | eave sone
of his nen on an island, promsing to return for themas soon as
possi bl e. Unfavorable conditions delayed that return, and it was
only on his fourth attenpt that Shackleton found a channel through
the ice. Passing through that opening as quickly as possible, the
explorer was delighted to find his nen ready to board his vesse
i mredi ately. They escaped before the inlet was closed by ice. The
fanmous expl orer asked why his nmen were ready to enbark at a
monment's notice and was told: "Qur leader rolled up his sleeping
bag every norning and said, Get your things ready: the boss
m ght conme today."' Jerem ah was a man of that caliber, and al
Christians should emul ate his exanple.
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