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Is there no bolmin Glead; is there no physician there? why
then is not the health of the daughter of ny people recovered?
(Jer. 8:22).

G lead was fanmous for trees that produced nedicinal balm It
is believed the Queen of Sheba brought seeds to Sol onon. and
her gift led to a lucrative industry. The scraggy trees had few
| eaves but produced snmall white flowers. Wien the trunk was
pierced. it exuded a sticky substance that quickly hardened into
gl obul es that were easily renoved fromthe bark. This was used
in the manufacture of medicine upon which physicians relied
when treating their patients. Glead had many doctors whose
fame spread throughout the country. The prophet's references to
t hese physicians provide food for thought.

A Sad Predicanment... Prevailing

Jerem ah. the prophet of God, was worried: the anxiety in his
soul indicated fear of the future. He renenbered how the Lord
had said: There shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the
fig tree, and the leaf shall fade: and the things that | have given
them shall pass away fromthent (Jer. 8:13). He said: "W
| ooked for peace. but no good cane: and for a tinme of health,
and behold trouble!" (Jer. 8:15). Israel had becone a derelict
nati on, and the om nous words of the Al m ghty were cl ouds
obliterating the sunshine. "Be astoni shed, 0 ye heavens, at this.
and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. For
nmy people have comitted two evils; they have forsaken nme the
fountain of living waters, and hewed t hem out ci sterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water. Is Israel a servant? is he a
houseborn sl ave? why is he spoiled?" (Jer. 2:12A14). " ~But where
are the gods that thou hast made thee? Let themarise, if they can
save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the nunber
of thy cities are thy gods. 0 Judah" (Jer. 2:28).

It was unbelievable that the kingdomthat had reached un-
precedent ed hei ghts of excellence during the reign of Sol onon
had degenerated to the | evel of slavery. The tribes that had
procl ai ned the nmagni fi cence of Jehovah had erected idols
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t hroughout their cities. Such degradation was inexcusable, and
the sorrowful prophet could not blane God for the catastrophes
that had fallen upon the nation. Captivity was inevitable, and
hunger was al ready spreadi ng through the |Iand. Prol onged drought
had rui ned the crops. but the unrepentant people continued to
meke idols and were following a course of self-destruction. Jere-
m ah stood in the nidst of the people and asked: "Is there no
balmin Glead: is there no physician there? Wiy then is not the
heal t h of the daughter of my people recovered?"

There m ght have been two reasons for his questions. Since the
bal m of G lead was considered to be a gift from heaven, the
peopl e could have refused to avail thenselves of the God-given
remedy. |If the precious substance had failed to cure the ail nents
of the people. the sufferers had refused to appeal to the giver of
every good and perfect gift. Their attitude resenmbled that of a later
generation which said, "W have no king but Caesar." Today's
world reflects the events that took place in Israel. It is not difficult
to believe that all nations are approachi ng econom c and spiritua
disaster. Crime is increasing, prisons are overcrowled, gangs of
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irresponsible youths terrorize comunities, and, for the nost part.
governments and citizens remain hel pl ess. Unfortunately, many of
the churches are ineffective. People prefer to worship the gods of
sport, worldly attractions, and sex. Preachers who reconmend a
return to the "Ad Tinme Religion" are considered relics of a by-
gone age. The people of the twentieth century ignore the G eat
Physician in order to patronize their own doctors.

A Stupid Potentate... Procrastinating

And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was di seased
in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his
di sease he sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians. And
Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth
year of his reign (2 Chron. 16: 12A13).

Asa the king of Judah becanme a pathetic nonarch. There may
be an excuse for a nman who never knew Cod. but when a person
has known fellowship with the Alnmighty and then pernmits pride to
destroy the relationship, he exhibits inexcusable folly. The story
of this disappointing nonarch nmay be consi dered under six head-
ings. His faith, fane, foolishness, fate, fear, and funeral
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K
Hs Faith

Asa belonged to a very large famly: his father Abijah had
fourteen wives, twenty-two sons, and sixteen daughters (2 Chron
13:21). He was a mighty warrior who valued nilitary conquests
nore than noral and spiritual fidelity. Wien he succeeded to the
throne he inherited a kingdomfilled with idols, high places,
i mmges. and groves where idolatry was unashanedly practiced
(2 Chron. 14:1A3). The reforns instituted by the incom ng king
were sensational, and Asa's actions becane international news.
It was said prior to his coronation: "Now for a | ong season |srae
hath been wi thout the true God, and without a teaching priest,

and wi thout law' (2 Chron. 15:3). Asa becane known for his
obedi ence to the | aws of Jehovah.

H s Fame

Asa' s onsl aught upon the enemies of Jehovah was al npst
unprecedented, and his foes hesitated before attacking the He-
brews. The Jews were prosperous, and revival canme to |srael
The Lord was denonstrating the reliability of a promn se nade
by Jesus centuries later. "But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto
you" (Matt. 6:33).

H s Fool i shness

"In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha the
ki ng of Israel came up against Judah. . . . Then Asa brought out
silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of the LORD and
of the king's house, and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that
dwel t at Damascus, saying, There is a | eague between ne and
thee, as there was between ny father and thy father: Behold, |
have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy | eague with Baasha
king of Israel, that he may depart fromme" (2 Chron. 16:1A3).
Asa's suggestion reveal ed he had nore trust in a heathen neigh-
bor than in Jehovah. Wen the prophet Hanani rebuked the non-
arch, Asa becane enraged and inprisoned the nmessenger of God.

Hi s Fate
"Then Asa was woth with the seer, and put himin a prison
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house,' for he was in a rage with himhecause of this thing. And
Asa oppressed sone of the people the sane tinme... . And Asa in
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the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet,
until his disease was exceeding great” (2 Chron. 16:10A12). Asa
shoul d have been a w ser nman, but when pride influences deci-
sions, better judgnents are often ignored. The prophet, Azariah
had warned the nonarch saying: "The LORD IS with you, while

ye be with him and if ye seek himhe will be found of you: but
if ye forsake him he will forsake you" (2 Chron. 15:2). Wen
the counsel of God is forsaken, trouble quickly foll ows. The
affliction in Asa's feet was caused by malfunctions in his soul
He who plays with fire is likely to be burned.

H s Fear
"I'n his disease lie sought not to the LORD but to the physicians,
and died in the one and fortieth \ear of his reign" (2 Chron
16: 12A13). It is worthy of attention that the king's illness |asted
two years, and during that tine, the ailing nmonarch repeatedly
visited the royal physicians; even the balmof G lead was inef-
fective, Throughout that period the pity of the A mghty was
mat ched only by the pride of Asa. He knew what needed to be
done, but refused to do it.

H s Funer al

"And they buried himin his own sepul chers, which he had
made for hinself in the city of David, and laid himin the bed
which was tilled with sweet odours and diverse kinds of spices
prepared by the apothecaries' art, and they nade a very great
burning for him' (2 Chron. 16:14). Asa's funeral was one of the
nost i npressive ever witnessed in Israel. It was interesting that
t he king nade | avish preparation for the repose of his body, but
negl ected the future of his soul. He was given a great farewell by
his subjects, but it is extremely doubtful if he received an equiv-
al ent wel cone when he stood in the presence of God. Actually,
the unfortunate man died before his tine. The great burning of
enornmous quantities of spices nade the atnosphere heavy with
perfume. Regrettably, the dead king was unable to appreciate the
tribute being paid to him

A Severe Problem .. Persisting
And a certain wonan, which had an issue of blood twelve
years, and had suffered many things of many physicians, and
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had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered. but rath-
er grew worse, when she had heard of Jesus, cane in the
press behind, and touched his garments (Mark 5:25A27).

The wonan was i nmpoveri shed and desperate. A very dis-
tressi ng henorrhagi ng had baffl ed the physicians whose fees
were greater than their skill. She had been treated by nunerous
doctors, but her disappearing savings had made further visits to
the doctors inpossible. Rekindling hope had maintai ned her for
twel ve years, but, finally, she reached the end of her financial
resources. Then one day she heard of another Physician, who
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never charged for His services. It was difficult to believe the
runors, but friends assured her that the stories were true.

She stood in the crowd and waited: the new doctor was about
to visit the home of Jairus, one of the city's npost respected
citizens. Wien the woman saw the Savior, her faith deepened,
and she whispered, "If | may touch but his clothes, | shall be
whol e. And strai ghtway the fountain of her blood was dried up
and she felt in her body that she was heal ed of that plague.

And he [Jesus] said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whol e: go in peace, and be whole of thy plague" (Mark 5:28A29,
34).

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that if the ancient He-
brews and Asa, the king of Judah, had been as wise, their prob-

I ems woul d have been solved, burdens lifted, and their happi ness
woul d have been overwhelnming. God is always willing to help
Hi s children, but He expects cooperation

Ch, touch the hem of Hi s garnent:
And thou too, shalt be free,

Hi s saving power, this very hour
Shall give newlife to thee
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