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Is there no balmin Glead; is there no physician there? why then is
not the health of the daughter of ny people recovered? (Jer. 8:22)

The story of the balmof G lead provides exciting, informative
I and thought-provoking reading. Details can be found in various
pl aces throughout the Scripture. Wien the brothers of Joseph were
pl anni ng how to di spose of him "they sat down to eat bread: and they
lifted up their eyes and | ooked, and, behold, a conmpany of Ishneelites
cane fromGlead with their canels bearing spicery and bal m and
myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt" (Gen. 37:25).

When the famly of Jacob desperately needed food, the patriarch was
reluctant to permt Benjamin to acconpany his other children on their
journey. He was told how the great man in Egypt had insisted on seeing
the young nan, and the required food woul d be unobtai nabl e wi t hout
the consent of the official. Jacob was thus conpelled by these
ci rcunst ances to accept the advice of his sons. Hoping to please
Pharaoh's admini strator, Jacob said, "Take of the best fruits in the | and
in your vessels, and carry down the nan a present, a little balm and a
little honey, spices, and nyrrh, nuts, and al nonds: And take double
money i n your hand" (Gen. 43:11A12, enphasis mne).

The fact that only a little balmwas sent may indicate its val ue; even
a snall amobunt woul d be a valued comopdity. It can safely be assuned
the fanme of G lead' s nedicinal balmhad spread internationally even
in the early days of Israel's history. The inportance of the product was
i ncreased enornously when the queen of Sheba visited Sol onon
Josephus, the Jewi sh historian, said,

She brought with her, canels laden with gold, with several sorts
of sweet spices, and with precious stones... Now when the Queen
had thus denonstrated in words how deeply the king had affected
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her, her disposition was known by certain presents, for she gave
himtwenty talents of gold, and an enornous quantity of spices
and precious stones. (They say al so that we possess the root of
that bal som which our country still bears by the woman's gift.)
Sol onon al so repaid her with many good things. There was

not hi ng she desired which he denied her. And as he was very
generous and liberal in his own tenper, so did he show the
greatness of his soul in bestowi ng on her what she herself desired.
(Flavi us Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, 8.6.5A6)

Thousands of years before Christ the balmof Glead was inportant
in the export trade of the nations. It was derived fromthe root and
branches of a tree and the finished product was used for healing wounds
and treating stomach ailnents. "The tree is evergreen; a straggly tree
with a fewtrifoliate flowers. The white flowers are borne three in a
cluster. Wien a cut is made in the trunk or branches of the tree, the sap
exudes. The small, sticky globul es harden and then nay easily be
removed fromthe bark. It is possible to get this gumfromthe root™
(The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, vol. 1 {Gand
Rapi ds: Zondervan, 1975], 456). Commentators agree with Josephus,
who said, "It was an odorous and costly gumindigenous to India, Arabia
and Babylon." Jericho was Israel's center of this thriving industry. The
climte was suitable for the cultivation of the trees, and it nay be
assurmed that with the expertise of Solonbn, the district exploited this
unusual product. Many physicians had offices in the nei ghborhood, and
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caravan traders regularly purchased renedies for all kinds of ailnments.
It is against this background the quotations of Jereni ah nust be
consi der ed.

The Rebuke by Jerenmiah ... Unconprom sing

Northern Israel had al ready been overrun by invading armes, and
nost of the nen had been taken into captivity. Meanwhile, Judea and
Jerusal em had been granted a respite. Al though the people were
frightened, they listened to the warnings of their prophet who stood in
the streets and asked solemn questions: "Is there no balmin Glead; is
there no physician there? Wiy then is not the health of the daughter of
my people recovered?" There could have been a trace of sarcasmin
his voice, for every citizen knew there was an abundance of the precious
bal m avai | abl e for purchase. The health of |srael was being threatened
because the probl emwas not physical. Physicians could not supply what
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the nati on needed. They could bring relief to ordinary sufferers, but
only Jehovah could heal their souls. Jerem ah had no illusions about

that fact and was trying to awaken spiritual instincts within stubborn
peopl e. He had al ready communi cated the nessage of God, which said,

"For ny people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,
that can hold no water. |Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn sl ave?
why is he spoiled?" (Jer. 2:13A14). Listeners knew what was expect ed,
but refused to respond. Later, when the situation appeared to be

hopel ess, Jerem ah sorrowfully said, "The harvest is passed; the summer
is ended, and we are not saved."

The efforts of the farmers had been ruined either by pests or drought;
the tine of harvest had al ready gone. Jerem ah used that tragic fact in
his attenpt to arouse the conscience of the nation. Wen he said, "For
the hurt of the daughter of my people am| hurt," he provided a glinpse
into the conpassionate heart of the Alm ghty. The Lord was anxi ous
to help even indifferent and obstinate fol k. They did not know their
best efforts were insufficient to neet the national need. The bal m of
Glead was linmted inits capability. Only God could heal souls.

Recently, the United States of America has experienced two politica
conventions. Both the Denocratic and Republican parties gathered their
representatives fromevery part of the country, and their speakers were
extremely el oquent describing the shortconi ngs of their opponents.

Every four years the people suffer through repeat performances when

simlar charges are nmade. Denocrats believe the Republicans have

failed to fulfill earlier prom ses, and Republicans confidently assert they
won nmajor victories in their foreign policy. It was surprising that no
speaker enphasi zed the only true way to solve the problenms of Amrerica

is to enthrone God in Washington and in every hone and heart in the

nation. There is need to recogni ze another kind of balmin Glead. The

poet said it best:

There is a balmin G| ead
To make the wounded whol e:
There is a balmin G| ead
To heal the sin-sick soul

The Rebellion in Jerusalem .. Unforgivable
A special nmeeting had been convened in Jerusalem but the people
who attended were worried. The city was in ruins, and nost of the
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renowned citizens were absent. Foreign invaders had destroyed hones

and forced forner inhabitants into slavery. A snmall remant had been
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left to occupy the ruins; food was al nost unobtai nable; the future was
bl eak. Many in the neeting had al ready expressed a wish to mgrate to
Egypt where conditions were nore congenial. Yet they still had a
prophet named Jerem ah who coul d pray. Jehovah woul d recogni ze the
wi sdom of their decision and give them H s bl essing.

Then all the captains . .. said unto Jereniah the prophet, Let, we
beseech thee, our supplication be accepted before thee, and pray
for us unto the LORD thy God, even for all this remant; (for we
are left but a few of nany, as thine eyes do behold us:) That the
LORD thy God nmay shew us the way wherein we nmay wal k, and

the thing that we may do. Then Jerem ah the prophet said unto
them | have heard you; behold, | will pray unto the LORD your

CGod according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that

what soever thing the LORD shall answer you, | will declare it unto
you; | will keep nothing back fromyou. (Jer. 42:1A4)

The listeners breathed a sigh of relief; even Jehovah would agree it
woul d be better to eat and live in Egypt than to starve and die in
Jerusal em

The inpatient people were restless and wondered what had happened
to that preacher! Had he forgotten howto pray, or was his God slowto
answer? "And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD
came to Jerem ah” (v. 7, enphasis nmine). The prophet was apprehensive
as he prepared to deliver God' s nessage.

Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto whomye sent ne

to present your supplication before him If ye will still abide in
this land, then will | build you, and not pull you down, and

will plant you, and not pluck you up. . . . But if ye say, W wll
not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the LORD your

CGod, Saying, No; but we will go into the |and of Egypt, where

we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trunpet, nor have
hunger of bread; and there will we dwell: . . . Then it shall cone
to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there
in the land of Egypt, and the fanmi ne, whereof ye were afraid,

shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye shal

die. (Jer. 42:9A10, 13Al4, 16)
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The listeners scow ed; they were angry with God and Hi s servant.
"Then spake Azariah ... and all the proud nmen, saying unto Jerem ah
Thou speakest falsely: the LORD our God hath not sent thee to say. Go
not into Egypt to sojourn there. . . So they came into the |and of Egypt:
for they obeyed not the voice of the LORD' (Jer. 43:2, 7). The prophet
reali zed again why the balmof Glead could not help sinful people

The Rebellion of the Jews ... Unprecedented

When the rebel lious Hebrews went to Egypt, Jerem ah was obliged
to acconpany them It has always been evident that when people
abandon God, He continues to care for them That fact is hard to
understand. The Jews had forsaken the King of Kings in order to
wor ship a queen of heaven! ""Seest thou not what they do in the cities
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusal en? The children gat her wood
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the wonen kneed their dough, to
make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto
ot her gods, that they nay provoke nme to anger" (Jer. 7:17A18). O her
nations worshi ped the goddess of fertility, which they addressed as the
queen of heaven. Cakes were nade in the shape of a woman's body,
and placed on altars so that the goddess could hel p herself.

It remains inconprehensible howintelligent people can believe such
strange doctrines. Nevertheless, in many parts of the world these
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offerings are still nade. People devoted to idols offer food when they
thensel ves are dying of malnutrition. Even after the Hebrews had
entered Egypt they continued their idolatrous practices: "Then all the
men whi ch knew that their wi ves had burned i ncense unto other gods,
and all the wonen that stood by, a great nultitude, even all the people
that dwelt in the Iand of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jereni ah, saying,
As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the nanme of the LORD
we will not hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing
goeth forth out of our own nouth, to burn incense unto the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her" (Jer. 44:15A17). To
such obstinate people the prophet said, "Go up into Glead, and take
balm O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many
nedi ci nes; for thou shalt not be cured" (Jer. 46:11). The best of hunan
renmedi es can never be an effective substitute for the healing powers of
the grace of GCod

Many years |later, when Jesus was wal king to the hone of Jairus, a
rul er of the synagogue, "a woman having an i ssue of blood twelve years,
whi ch had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be heal ed
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of any, Cane behind him and touched the border of his garnent: and
i medi ately her issue of blood stanched" (Luke 8:43A44). That
unfortunate | ady di scovered two ki nds of physicians. Those who t ook
and gave not hing; and the Great Physician who was the true Bal m of
G lead. No person ever sought H's aid and came away di sappoi nt ed.
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