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And going on fromthence, he saw other two bretheren, Janes
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with
Zebedee their father, nending their nets, and he called t hem
(Matt. 4:21).

And when his disciples Janes and John saw this, they said.
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to cone down from
heaven, and consune them even as Elias did? (Luke 9:54).

And he killed Janes the brother of John with the sword (Acts
12: 2).

It is interesting that three promi nent nenbers of the early
church were known by the sanme naneAJanes. (1) Janes, the
brother of the Lord who | ater becane the mnister of the church
in Jerusalem and wote the epistle bearing his nanme: (2) Janes
the Less, or Younger (he was the son of one of the wonen called
Mary. who was present when Christ was crucified, and (3) Janes,
the son of Zebedee and brother of John (he is nentioned in the
synoptic Gospels but not in the fourth Gospel). Perhaps John
was reluctant to nmention the exploits of his brother |est his no-
tives be questioned. Yet it seens strange that additional inform-
tion was not forthconmi ng, for Janes was one of the three faithfu
men who acconpani ed Jesus during the nost intimate experi -
ences of His life. Al Christians know about Peter and John, but
few seemto be aware of their conmpanion. This study is an
attenpt to supply glinpses of James, the strong reliable nan
who never faltered during his association with the Savi or
A Sacred Duty... Demandi ng

He was the son of a very prosperous fisherman who |ived
near the Sea of Galilee. He and his brother John were probably
junior partners in the famly business, and it seens reasonable to
bel i eve they were associated with two ot her fishernen, Andrew
and Sinmon. The fact that Zebedee enpl oyed "hired servants”
suggests the business was very lucrative and well - known
t hroughout the area (Mark 1:20). Zebedee was probably a very
shrewd man who understood the tenperanent of his sons. John
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was a dreaner, a nother's boy, affectionate, thoughtful, and
kind. Janes, on the other hand, was quiet, businesslike, and a
parent's perfect successor to a retiring father. He knew about
fishing and in the event of his parent's death could be depended
upon to continue the famly's tradition. The aging father |oved
and appreci ated John but was intensely proud of the elder son in
whose hands the famly's future rested. Janes was a nethodica
man who coul d handl e custoners, scrutinize and nake deci sions
regardi ng equi pnent. Wil e John tal ked. Janes pl anned how

best to inprove the fanmily's affairs. He understood boats fishing
conditions, and people. Zebedee was probably retained as an
advisor. This preserved his dignity. self-esteem and nade him
feel needed in the entire enterprise.

When John went off to hear a preacher fromthe wilderness.
the father was not too surprised. That was to be expected of John
who was interested in other things apart fromfishing. Yet Zebe-
dee was not too disturbed, for James was still there in charge of
everyt hing. Even when John returned with exciting news con-
cerning a possible Messiah, the father was not too worried. The
younger son was enotional, easily inpressed. and inpetuous.

Janes, on the other hand, was dependable and practical. as solid
as a rock. When John and Janes both announced their intention
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to |l eave their occupation to beconme assistants of the Preacher
from Nazareth, old Zebedee was surprised, disnmayed, and angry.
Jesus had ruined his business and destroyed his fanmily

Many years ago, the Rev. Charles F. Quice. the pastor of the

White Menorial Presbyterian Church in McConb, M ssissippi. wote
a book entitled The First Friends of the Best Friend, and in it
referred to another book The G orious Conpany, witten by co-
aut hors Mygatt and Weat herspoon. Admttedly, the book was inmag-
inative and fictitious, yet it night have been close to reality. They
wrote: "Zebedee is not too surprised when John goes away to be-
cone a disciple of John the Baptist. A dreaner would do such a
thing. The old man is a bit al armed when John cones back with a
new light in his eyes to tell Janmes about a Man, called Jesus. WII
John be able to persuade Janes to go? But he dism sses the idea;
Janmes is too practical. But Janes does decide to go and see about
Jesus, and when he returns he has decided, to his father's disnmay, to
beconme a disciple. Wiy? The boy is |eaving his business, his honeg,
his future, his all. The old man is broken hearted. and refuses from
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that time to have anything to do with James. No. it isn't too fanciful.
It rings true to what we know. "'

A Sincere Disciple. . Departing

Now as he wal ked by the sea of Galilee. he saw Sinmon and
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers. And Jesus said unto them Cone ye after ne. and

wi Il make you to becone fishers of men And strai ghtway

they forsook their nets. and foll owed him And when he had
cone a little further thence, he saw Janes the son of Zebedee.
and John his brother, who also were in the ship nmending their
nets. And straightway he called them and they left their father
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after
him (Mark 1:16-20).

| f Zebedee were di smayed and angry, he could hardly be
bl aned. To | ose two sons in one norning was crippling to the
busi ness, hone, and future. It was to be expected that Janes.
John. and Si non. who had been associated in the fishing busi-
ness, would continue their friendship in the conpany of Jesus.
but it is difficult to understand why Andrew was excl uded from
the continuing fellowship. He was a soul wi nner, he |iked peo-
pl e. and possibly was | ooking for potential converts while the
ot her nen slept.

It is inportant to renenber the Savior called people who
apparently were not talented. He used "little people" who, al-
t hough they were not able to preach sernons as did Peter on the
day of Pentecost. they neverthel ess "stood up with hinl' when he
confronted an angry nob. \Wen Peter preached to the crowds in
Jerusalem he had no idea what reactions would follow The
peopl e who had crucified Christ were about to murder Stephen
and were capable of ternminating Sinon's |life. Neverthel ess, what-
ever the consequences night be, Janmes and his brethren coura-
geously supported Peter and were ready to die with himor |ead
converts to Christ. They were the "small people,” the insignifi-
cant Davids who were not afraid of Goliath.

A Strange Denial ... Disturbing
And it cane to pass. when the tine was conme that he should
be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusal em
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And sent nessengers before his face: and they went, and en-
tered into a village of the Samaritans. to make ready for him
And they did not receive him because his face was as though
he would go to Jerusalem And when his disciples James and
John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we conmand
fire to cone down from heaven, and consume them even as
Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them and said. Ye

know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man
is not come to destroy nen's lives, but to save them And
they went to another village (Luke 9:51A56).

It nmight be easy to condemrm Janes and John for their tenpes-
tuous out burst when the Samaritans refused to wel come Jesus
into their village. Yet it is wise first to consider precedi ng events.
They had just cone fromthe Munt of Transfiguration where
they had seen Moses and Elijah conversing with their naster
Even the Lord's clothing had reflected the glory of God. Fur-
thermore, a little earlier they had w tnessed the overwhel ning
ent husi asm and gratitude of many Samaritans who declared to a
woman of ill repute. "Now we believe, not because of thy sav-
ing: for we have heard hi moursel ves, and know that this is
i ndeed the Christ, the Savior of the world" (John 4:42). Evident-
Iy Janes was deeply disturbed, but believed that if he were
gi ven permission, he could emulate the action of the fanous
prophet and call down fire from heaven. The unfriendly attitude
of the despised Samaritans was a terrible contrast to the enthusi-
asm of their kinsfolk in Sychar. On the spur of the nonent.

Janes decided it would be wonderful if they paid for their un-
friendliness. Yet, when Jesus restrained the fal se enthusiasm
Janmes did not argue. He accepted the authority of his Master
and acconpanied Hmto another village. The fact that Jesus
call ed them "The Sons of Thunder" seens to indicate. "they
were nmen of |ike passions as we are.”

Janes was a | oyal man: he never backed down from any
chal l enges. He never ran. If it were necessary. he would confront
not only men froma Samaritan village. He would al so defy the
hosts of hell, OQher disciples denied, one betrayed his |eader, and
at times all wavered a little, but James was the man who stood
firm atoned for failure, and then resunmed his service for Christ.
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A Special Desire ... Disgusting

Then came to himthe nother of Zebedee's children with her

sons, worshiping him and desiring a certain thing of him And
he said unto her, What wilt thou' ? She saith unto him Gant that
these ny two sons. nmay sit, the one on thy right hand. and the
other on the left, in thy kingdom (Matt. 20:20A21).

Peter. Janmes. and John! W know a great deal about two of
them Peter was al ways prom nent anong the disciples and was
greatly used by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. He al so
wote two letters that are included in the Scriptures. John was
fambus in his own right, and he also wote five books which are
in the Bible. But what is known of Janmes? There is very little
except that he was involved in a schenme to secure seats of honor
wi thin the kingdomof Christ. There is not any evidence that
Janes was responsible for the request made to Jesus. Probably it
was the result of a devoted nother desiring the best for her
children. Perhaps Janes and John agreed to her suggestion be-
cause of their profound respect for their parent. What little is
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known of Janmes does not support the idea that he woul d seek
notoriety at the expense of his brethren. He was the faithful
untiring man who becanme one of the |eaders of the church. Un-
fortunately, the assenblies were soon deprived of his guidance--
for Herod the king. in an attenpt to destroy the new novenent,
decided to murder the fearless Christian. Al people are suscepti -
ble to praise, but there are still those within the church who
continue to serve Christ even though they are never nentioned
in any pulpit. They are the strong, reliable souls upon whomthe
Lord depends and wi t hout whom the church woul d never grow.

A Saddeni ng Death.. D smayi ng

Now about that tinme Herod the king stretched forth his hand
to vex certain of the church. And he killed Janes the brother
of John with the sword (Acts 12:1A2).

It is significant that Herod attacked Janes and Peter, but for
reasons unknown, John was never apprehended. Luke recorded
t he deliverance of Sinon Peter (Acts 12), but the other son of
Zebedee laid down his life for the Savior. Evidently the authori-
ties of those days recogni zed Janes to be a | eader of the new
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movenent and hoped his dem se woul d cause irreparable harm
Eusebi us, an early historian of Christianity, tells a renarkable
story which he clai med had been handed down froma | ost work
of Cenent of Alexandria. It tells how the inforner agai nst James
was so inpressed by' the testinony of the apostle before his
judge, that he al so becane a Christian and they died together
On the way to their execution, the accuser asked for forgiveness,
and after a nonent's hesitation, Janes said: "Peace be with
thee,"” and then kissed hinm

James is the apostle of insignificant nen and wonen. The
rish folk revere St. Patrick and the Welsh, St. David. but the
itizens of all countries who feel forgotten and negl ected can
ook with pride to the apostle Janes, who seal ed his testinony
with his blood. He surely had a great wel come when he rejoi ned
his Lord in the land of endl ess day.
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