JACOB' S LADDER... A Way to CGod
JACOB'S LADDER. .. A Way to God (GENESIS 28:12-13)

Poor Jacob! He had becone a wanderer far from hone; he
had stolen his brother's birthright; he had gai ned everything
only to lose it again. Even the stars in the sky seenmed unsynpa-
thetic. He had lost a nother, his father had been deceived; his
brot her Esau was outraged and threateni ng nmurder. Perhaps
Jacob regretted his actions, but there was no possibility of turn-
i ng back; he had, so to speak, burned his bridges! Somewhere
beyond the horizon he m ght find people, but the prospect was
not pleasing. A stranger in a foreign |and would need friends,
food, enploynent and a hone in which to stay. The coveted
birthright was poor conpensation for the msery of his soul

He was weary, every part of his body ached. His tired feet
were burning fromthe | ong wal k across the hot sands. Perhaps
he found a snmall desert bush which offered shelter fromthe
chilling winds, and, gathering stones as a pillow, the distracted
man |ay down to sleep, not caring if he would ever awaken
The poor fellow did not know Jehovah had wat ched every step
he had taken that day, and even the angels were aware of his
plight. "And he dreaned and behold a | adder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven

The Ladder WAs Surprising.. . It led to God

Anyt hi ng Jacob knew about God was nerely intellectual
Hi s father and grandfather believed in Jehovah, and that know -
edge had been shared with the fugitive. Yet he had never en-
joyed fellowship with God, and he desired things which were
prohi bi ted. Doubtless, he was clever, shrewd and resourceful
but apart from personal pleasure, Jacob was another man des-
tined to learn the hard way. It was therefore surprising when he
di scovered God had great interest in him and had arranged
somnet hi ng special to open his eyes. There was another world
beyond hunan hori zons where God reigned, and earthly trea-
sures were uni nportant. Jacob's ancestors had known about
Jehovah, but apparently this was his first contact with the Al -
mghty. He was still far short of what God required, and infi-
nitely bel ow what he m ght have been. Yet he woul d be unable
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to deny the existence of Jehovah for he had heard Hi s voice.
The Lord had approached the runaway deceiver, and He was
determ ned to change Jacob into the man he needed to becone.

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden, God
sought them Centuries later the Good Shepherd canme to re-
deem undeservi ng people. CGod is always the Seeker, but it was
significant that Jacob described the place as dreadful. Evidently
he was unconfortable in the presence of the Lord; much had to
be acconplished w thin him

The Ladder Was Sufficient... It went all the way!

and the top of it reached to heaven." bviously only
God coul d provide such access into H s presence. Earlier, when
the inhabitants of earth spoke one | anguage, the peopl e decided
they woul d bridge the gap between earth and heaven; between
time and eternity. "And they said, Go to, let us build us a city,
and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and | et us nake
us a nane.. ." (Gen. 11:14). Those early builders had great
ambitions but little intelligence. Apparently they disliked inter-
ference from heaven, and were determ ned to overthrow the
aut hority of Jehovah. Their plans and anbitions were never
conpl eted, for God confounded the buil ders.

Many people in various ages tried to find a way into the
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presence of God, but their efforts always failed. Probably the
nost ardent were the Jews, who endeavored to create a reli-
gious and noral stairway to heaven. Their acconplishnents
al ways fell short of their need. John Bunyan descri bed a nan
who entered the highway to heaven by clinbing over a wall.

The fell ow avoi ded passing the Cross by taking a short cut into
t he hi ghway of Grace. He appeared to be as safe as the Chris-
tian, for they traveled together. Unfortunately, his effort was
insufficient to nmeet his need, for at the entrance to heaven he
was rejected. H s |adder was too short!

The Ladder WAs Special... It was the only one of its kind!

Jacob never saw a second | adder, there was only one way

into the Divine Presence. Centuries |ater, Jesus of Nazareth said
to Nathaniel: "Because | said unto thee, | saw thee under the fig
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tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these.
And he saith unto him Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hereafter
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascendi ng and
descendi ng upon the Son of Man" (John 1:50-51). Christ was

the true Jacob's | adder, the neans by which angel s ascended

and descended from heaven. Furthernore, He insisted that there
was no ot her neans of approaching God. He said: ..... I amthe
way, the truth, and the [ife; no man coneth unto the Father, but
by me" (John 14:6). Sinon Peter preached identical truth when
he said: "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other nane under heaven gi ven anong men, whereby we

nmust be saved" (Acts 4:12). The Lord expressed the sane truth
when He said: "I amthe door: by nme if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture"” (John
10: 9). Sheepfol ds had one door where the shepherd protected

his flock.

During the history of the church, strange doctrines have been
taught by opponents of the faith. It has been said that as there
are twel ve gates by which people enter the Holy City (Rev.
21:12), so there are many ways to cone to God. The Hi ndus,
the Moslens and other religions of the world have their idea of
reaching the Hereafter, but as long as they reach their goal, it is
uni nportant how they get there. This is a contradiction of the
teachings of Christ. The Savior insisted He was the only way
by which to approach the Al m ghty. Many people dislike this
interpretation, but it nust be remenbered: Jesus taught this; it
is not a figment of human inmagi nation. |If unevangelized people
of other nations safely reach an eternal hone with God, why
shoul d the church spend incal cul able wealth, tine and energy
taki ng the gospel nessage to those who have never heard?

There is only one way to heaven, and people who travel by any
other road will never reach their goal

The Ladder Was Select... It was used only by Angel s!

Jacob saw the | adder but never used it! Certain questions
within his mnd were answered during that nenorable night,
but one remai ned. He knew there was a God; that the Al mghty
ruled in heaven; that His pronises made to the fathers were

11
reliable. He realized that in spite of his indiscretions, the nercy
of God was being extended in his direction. Yet, he did not
know how he could clinb the |adder into the presence of Cod.
The dream i ndi cated angel s possessed a privilege denied to
si nful nen.
Many years later, Elijah appeared to have overcone that
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problem "And it came to pass, as they still went on, and tal ked,
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire,
and parted them both asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirl-
wind into heaven" (2 Kings 2:11). That was a definite inprove-
ment on what Jacob had seen earlier. To enter into the presence
of God was now possible for God's servants. Unfortunately,

Elijah had becone a disappointnment. His fear of Jezebel had
underm ned his faith in the preserving power of Jehovah. He
coul d never again nmnister effectively to the people of |srael
The prophet did not clinb a | adder, he was given a respl endent
carriage in which to ride

The Savi or described how a beggar "was carried by the
angel s into Abraham s bosom" whereas "the rich man al so
died, and was buried; And in hell, he lift up his eyes, being in
tornents, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bo-
som' (Luke 16:22-23). It was remarkabl e that the beggar en-
tered into eternal bliss, but the wealthy sinner did not. Al these
facts were extrenely interesting, but they never answered the
guesti onA"How can sinners find the [ adder, the chariot or any
other transportation into the presence of God?"

That answer was supplied during the crucifixion of Jesus.
Luke described how a guilty thief |ooked at Christ and prayed:
"Lord, renenmber nme when thou comest into thy kingdom And
Jesus said unto him Verily, | say unto thee, Today shalt thou be
with ne in paradise" (Luke 23:42-43). The patriarch saw a
| adder, the thief saw sonething nore conprehensive. The cross
poi nted to heaven; reached down to earth; and two arns reached
Qut to wel cone everybody. Christ is all the human soul needs.
To receive a visit fromH mis to enjoy life's greatest privileges.
M ss Henderson was readi ng on the veranda of the Dufferin
Hospital in India, when a high-class H ndu wonman canme up the
steps to ask for an interview. As the m ssionary rose to wel -
12
corme her, a copy of Hol man Hunt's picture of Christ knocking
upon a cl osed door fell Qut of her book. The visitor picked it up
and looking at it, said, “Tell nme about this." Her request was
granted and after hearing the gospel, the |lady went away.

The followi ng wi nter when snow was on the nountains, the
m ssionary went to visit the wonan. As she approached the
house she saw the door was w de open, and the physical needs
of the woman troubled her. She was a trained nurse, and said:
"You shoul d not have your door open. The nobuntains are cov-
ered with snow, and it is cold." The lady replied: "I knowit. I
have seen the snow, and have felt the cold, but | thought per-
haps your Jesus night pass by, and | wanted Hmto find the
door wide open!"” (Quoted from One Hundred Great Texts and
Their Treatnent by F. M Barton, page 299).
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